TOLMM WEEKLY Newsletter
for 7-30-22 - Matot-Masei
Ministry News
IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY.
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052.
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to
put this Newsletter together.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role.
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs.
We now have an Affiliate in Australia.

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP…
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn.
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information.
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let
me know and I will send him the information.
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etzchayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.
We thank you for your support.
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua,
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

General News
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH.
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL.
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH,
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE
PORTIONS…

Message for 7-30-22
Message from 8/1/97
Matot – Tribes / Mas’ei – Journeys of
Numbers 30:2-32:42 / Num 33:1-36:13
Jeremiah 1:1-2:3 / Jer 2:4-28; 3:4; 4:1-2
Hebrews 3:12-16 / James 4:1-12
We read this in Numbers-Bamidbar 32:13-15
So, the displeasure of Adonai burned against Yisrael, and He made them
wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil
in the eyes of Adonai was destroyed. And see, you have risen in your father’s
place, an increase of men, sinners, to add still more the burning displeasure of
Adonai against Yisrael. For if you turn away from following Him, He shall once
again leave them in the wilderness, and you shall destroy all these people.
Jeremiah – Yirmeyahu 2:7 says this:
Then I brought you into a garden land, to eat its fruit and its goodness.
But when you entered, you defiled My land and made My inheritance an
abomination.
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Can God dwell in you? We are the inheritance of God. Through the Messiah
Y’shua we have become joint heirs with Him. Are we sharing in this or dividing it
up?
James – Ya’akov 4:1-12 (Go to Bible)
Hebrews 3:12-16:
Look out, brothers, lest there be in any of you a wicked heart of unbelief in
falling away from the living Elohim, but encourage one another daily, while it is
called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened by the deceivableness of sin. For we
have become partakers of Messiah if we hold fast the beginning of our trust firm
to the end, while it is said, “Today, if you hear His voice. Do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion.” For who, having heard, rebelled? Was it not all who
came out of Mitsrayim, led by Mosheh?
Matos and Masei are two parshios joined together, but their names are
opposites.
The word "mateh" (of which the plural is "matos") means a staff. A staff is
something inert, cut off from the tree from which it sprouted. It has ceased to
have the power of furthering itself, of bringing forth new life. It will always
remain what it is now. Static and unchanging.
Masei (from the verb `to journey') is the opposite. It is the essence of
dynamism, of development and growth. For the journey is the example of
furtherance.
Really, this placing together of Matos and Masei is symbolic of the Torah
itself. The Torah has the power to take the lifeless and change it into life. To take
Aaron's inert staff and cause it to flower and bloom. To change it into a serpent.
A simple, inert staff becomes the instrument of the great signs and
wonders done in Egypt, for splitting the sea apart. A simple, inert staff becomes
the symbol of the beginning of life itself for the Jewish People. The ultimate
reversal of the lifeless staff -- the mateh -- brings furtherance and an eternal
future -- the masei -- to our journeys as the Children of God.
I want to close with this Scripture from Jeremiah 2:13:
4

For my people have done two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of
living waters, to hew out for themselves cisterns, cracked cisterns, which do not
hold water.
We need to come together as believers. No matter what name we call
ourselves. In the end, we are the children of God, followers of the Messiah Y’shua.
Are we filled with His living water? Or do we spend so much time arguing among
one another that no one who looks on us can see Messiah in us?
I, for one, do not want to stand before my Messiah and have Him tell me
that I contributed to the dissension in His body.
Do we have so many spiritual holes in us that we can’t hold His water. I
want to be one that can hold the living waters poured out by my God!
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The reason for this
is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional Jewish one. Remember to use
discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the
Messiah. There are various ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that
there is no Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the
teachings.
I do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know the Jewish
thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in our Messiah. For those who
say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, because we have seen it over our lives as
Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have
seen a lot and had many discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned
away from Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not come
out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the Messianic walk, and then
going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many good things in Judaism but denying
Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and
Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.
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A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH
AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY

Parashat Matot: Summary Num. 30:2-32:42
Moses describes the laws of oaths; the Israelites battle the Midianites; the tribes
of Reuben and Gad request to dwell outside of the Land of Israel.
Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the sons of Israel, saying, “This is the word that God has
commanded. If a man makes a vow to God or swears an oath, he must not permit his word to remain
unfulfilled. He shall do whatever has come forth from his mouth.
“The same goes for a woman, unless her father (in her youth) or her husband obstructs her vows. In that
case, God will forgive her because of these obstructions. Every vow and every binding oath of selfdenial, her husband can let it stand or her husband can annul it. As for a widowed or divorced woman,
anything that she has vowed shall stand for her.” These are the laws that God commanded Moses
between a man and his wife, and between a father and his daughter in her youth in her father’s house.
God then said to Moses, “Accomplish the vengeance against the Midianites in order to raise the sons of
Israel from their influences of idol worship and immorality. Afterward you shall die before your
peoples.”
Moses did as God commanded and mounted a war campaign against Midian and slew all the males and
kings and also Balaam, son of Beor. The sons of Israel took captive the women of Midian and their
children, all their livestock and flocks and all their possessions. They brought all these prisoners and
possessions to Moses and Eleazar the priest in front of the community of Israel.
Moses was angry with the officers of the army who had returned from the war, saying “So you allowed
all the females to live? Lo! These are exactly the ones who, on Balaam’s advice, were to cause the sons
of Israel to act faithlessly against God in the matter of Baal Peor so that the plague broke out within the
community of God.
“And now kill every male among the children and every female who has known a man for sexual
intercourse. You shall camp outside the camp for seven days, and everyone who has slain a person or
touched a slain person must be cleared of sin. All the utensils and garments must also be cleared of sin.”
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Then God said to Moses, “Take up the sum of the booty seized and divide it among the warriors and
among the entire community. And you shall levy a tribute for God from the warriors and also give
Eleazar the priest an uplifted donation.” These tributes are listed specifically, and include animals, virgin
females and gold.
Now, the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad had great wealth in herds of cattle. They saw the land of
Yaazer and the land of Gilead and saw it was well-suited for herds. They asked Moses and Eleazar the
priest if they could remain there to tend their herds rather than crossing over to the land God had given
them.
Moses responded, “Shall your brothers go to war, and you sit here? And why do you restrain the hearts
of the sons of Israel from crossing over into the land that God has given them? That is how your fathers
acted when I sent them to scout the land. All the scouts lied about the land except for Caleb
and Joshua who followed God. Remember how the anger of God was stirred and God made the scouts
wander in the wilderness for forty years until that generation had come to an end.
“And now you have risen in the place of your fathers, you brood of sinful men, to add to the wrath of
God that was kindled against Israel. If you hold back from following God, he will make them remain in
the wilderness even longer and you will have prepared ruin for this whole people.”
And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad came up to him and said, “We want to build sheepfolds for
our cattle and cities for our children. Our children can remain in the fortified cities while we bring the
sons of Israel to their place. We will stay until each of them have taken their inheritance in the promised
land while we take our inheritance on this side of land.”
Moses responded, “If you will drive out the enemies before God and help conquer the land, then you
will be freed from your obligation by God and by Israel. Then you may return to this land, and it shall
become your property before God. But if you do not do this, then you have sinned against God and your
sin shall be found out.”
Thus, it was done that the children and wives and herds of the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben
remained in the cities of Gilead while the men went, and conquered enemies as promised.

Parashat Matot Discussion Questions
1) With regard to the vows a man or woman makes before God, why are the terms different for a man
than for a woman? Are they still different? Why or why not?
2) Why does God suggest that a woman must abide by her father or husband? Is that still true today?
Why or why not?
3) Just a few portions ago, Balaam was the protector of the Israelites and remained loyal to God even
when Balak wanted him to forsake God and curse the Israelites. Why, then, was Balaam, son of Beor,
killed along with all the Midianites?
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Haftarah for Parashat Matot Jer. 1:1-23
The first haftarah of oppression (for Parashat Matot or Parashat Pinhas), and
the haftarah read by Sephardim for Parashat Shemot.
When God begins speaking to Jeremiah, He explains that He chose Jeremiah to receive prophecy before
the prophet was even born, while he was still being formed in his mother’s womb. Though many people
might take this as a compliment, Jeremiah is terrified to learn this, and counters that he cannot serve as
a prophet because he is too young and unable to speak. But God insists that Jeremiah will serve Him.
God offers a promise of Divine protection and verbal inspiration.
Then God delivers two visions to Jeremiah. In the first, a branch from an almond tree serves as a
reminder that God is watchful and committed to bringing His words to fruition. The Hebrew word for
almond, shaked, is similar to the word for watchful, shoked. In the second vision, a steaming pot, tipped
away from the north, represents a disaster that will soon come forth from the northern kingdom–
Babylonia. Though the disaster will be great, and Jeremiah will come under attack, God promises to
protect him.
At the end of the haftarah, God recalls how devoted Israel was to Him, following Him into the unsown
desert, and trekking to Israel. He emphasizes that those who disrespect God, and His land will be found
guilty, and those who are loyal to God will be rewarded.

Relation to the Calendar
In the Sephardic community, this haftarah is read on the same Shabbat that we read the story of God
first appearing to Moses, and Moses attempting to deflect God’s leadership charge. Both Jeremiah and
Moses offer similar initial excuses as to why they should not be leaders, and God’s reassurances to both
are similar
Sephardim hear this haftarah twice every year, as it is also read on the first Shabbat after the 17th of
Tammuz, corresponding with either Parashat Pinhas, or Parashat Mattot. In those cases, the haftarah is
not connected to the parashah, but rather to other events on the calendar. The three weeks between
the 17th of Tammuz and Tisha B’Av are called T’lata D’puranuta, the Three Weeks of Oppression, and
are considered especially woeful times for the Jewish people. It was on the 17th of Tammuz that the
Romans breached the walls of Jerusalem, and it was on the ninth of Av that they destroyed the Temple.
During the sad weeks between these anniversaries, we read haftarot–including this prophecy from
Jeremiah–that focus on punishments that will be meted out to the people who forget God.

Parashat Masei: Summary Num. 33:1-36:13
The sons of Reuben and Gad have promised Moses that they will help the other
tribes settle the Promised Land before settling across the River Jordan.
The sons of Reuben and Gad have promised Moses that they will help the other tribes settle the
Promised Land before settling across the River Jordan.
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Moses records the journeys of the sons of Israel from when they were led out of Egypt by Moses
and Aaron, from the first month of the fifteenth day, on the morning after the Pesach offering when the
sons of Israel went out before the eyes of all the Egyptians. For God had struck them down with the
death of the first-born, with judgment upon their gods. God talks to Moses. “Tell the people that when
you cross into the land of Canaan, you shall drive out all people who live there and destroy all their
symbols, idols and places of worship. I have given this land to you. If you do not drive out the people
who live there, then those left behind will become like a thorn in your side. They will oppress you as
enemies in the land in which you dwell and, it will come to pass that what I had intended to do to them,
I will do to you.”
God has Moses tell the Children of Israel about the borders of Canaan and the land each tribe shall
receive. Each tribe will give a portion of their possessions, land and animals to the Levites who take care
of the Tent of Appointed Meeting with God. God said, “Moses, tell the people that in the promised land
of Canaan, you shall make safe cities. These cities of refuge shall be a safe place for people who murder
until that person has been judged innocent or guilty. There shall be 6 safe cities, 3 on this side of the
Jordan and 3 in Canaan.”
Moses tells the people about God’s specific laws about murder. “If one murders out of hatred, the
murdered shall be put to death. This murderer may only be punished by death if at least two witnesses
can verify the murderer. No-one may be killed on the words of only a single witness. If a murderer is to
die, then do so. Never accept a bribe to keep the murderer alive. If a death occurs without hatred or
desire to hurt, then the killer will be taken to a safe city. If the killer leaves the safe city, then that killer
can be killed. This is the law of justice for all time in your land. God says to not turn the Promised Land
into a place of sins and lies and injustice. Keep the promised land pure for God is watching the Children
of Israel.”
After the giving of these laws on murder, the land inheritances of Zelophehad’s daughters are
clarified. Since God told Moses that if there are no male inheritors, land inheritance shall pass to the
daughters. The tribal members were concerned about the transference of land when the daughters get
married. Moses answered, “These daughters must marry someone in the family of their father’s tribe so
that no inheritance shall pass from one tribe to another.”
These are some of the laws that the Lord commanded the Israelites, through Moses, on the steps of
Moab, at the Jordan near Jericho.

Parashat Masei Discussion Questions:
1) What is difference between “thou shall not murder” and “thou shall not kill”?
2) Why is it important to always have two witnesses before judging someone innocent or guilty of a
sin?
3) Do you believe that people who murder out of hatred should be put to death? Why or why not?

Haftarah for Masei
A prophecy of destruction that is rife with metaphor.
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The Ashkenazic custom is to read Jeremiah 2:4-28 and 3:4.
The Sephardic custom is to read Jeremiah 2:4-28 and 4:1-2.
The haftarah for Parashat Masei is the second in the series of three haftarot that are read between
the 17th of Tammuz and the ninth of Av, all of which describe Israel’s oppression and destruction (tlata
depuranuta). Though it is not thematically connected to the parashah, the haftarah evokes the sense of
mourning that characterizes this period in the Jewish calendar.
The haftarah begins exactly where the previous week’s haftarah ended, with the prophet Jeremiah
rebuking the people for abandoning God. He laments that the people have failed to remember that God
took them from the land of Egypt, guided them through the dangers of the wilderness, and gave them a
land full of bountiful fruit. He notes that it wasn’t just the common people who are guilty–the
priests, Torah scholars, rulers, and prophets have all sinned.
Jeremiah marvels at Israel’s audacity. If one were to search the corners of the world, he claims, one
could not find a nation so rebellious. Indeed, all of nature is shocked by what Israel has done: “Be
appalled, O heavens, at this. Be horrified, utterly dazed!” (2:12)

Mixing Metaphors
The people’s sin, Jeremiah explains, is two-fold: They have abandoned God, and they have taken to
worshipping useless idolatry. Jeremiah describes this with a water metaphor: God is a fountain of living
waters, but the Israelites prefer to dig their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot even hold water.
In continuation of the water theme, Jeremiah tells the people that destruction is inevitable, and they
ought not to bother looking elsewhere for help: “What is the good of going to Egypt to drink the waters
of the Nile? And what is the good of going to Assyria to drink the waters of the Euphrates?” (2:18) None
of these nations will be able to help Israel because they are so deeply soiled by sin.
Moving from water to wildlife, God compares Israel to a lustful camel who copulates on every high hill
and under every tree, and to a wild donkey in the desert, passionate and unrestrained.
In the final verses of this rebuke, Jeremiah says the entire house of Israel, including its kings, officers,
priests, and prophets should feel like a guilty thief who has been caught. Even the gods the people
worship are material for comparison: “For your Gods have become, O Judah, as many as your towns!”
(2:28)
So as not to end on a negative note, Ashkenazic communities add a verse to the end of the haftarah
which calls Israel the companion of God’s youth (3:4). Sephardic communities jump ahead two chapters
and read verses promising that if Israel returns to God, they shall become a blessing among the nations
of the world (4:1-2).
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From the Desk of
Rabbi Philip Hammond
Are you willing to follow instruction?
Our world is crying out for healthy instruction! This not a new need, but it has been a
constant need throughout the history of the human race.
We have always been given healthy instruction, but mostly ignored it to our peril.
Those of us who study the Word of HaShem are well aware of our historical
foolishness in rejecting our Father’s instructions.
“And HASHEM commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden
you may freely eat; but of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Bad, you
must not eat thereof; for on the day you eat of it, you shall surely die.”’
Genesis 2:16-17 [AST]
We know the result of Adam and Chava ignoring this instruction.
Unfortunately, we don’t seem to have learnt from the mistakes of our parents.
Time and time again HaShem has spoken to us through various means, yet we have
ignored or totally rejected His instructions.
Praise our Father these words of guidance are still available today, but as in
yesteryear we continue to ignore and reject them and go our own way. We continue
to put our faith in the words of man instead of the words or Word of HaShem.
Foolishly people are more inclined to put their faith in political parties, rock stars,
movie actors, sportsmen and women, humanistic socialists, and secular
psychologists, than any counsel from the Word of HaShem.
Resulting in the same outcome as the disobedience of our first parents.
I can understand those who have no interest in biblical matters of faith ignoring and
rejecting the Word of HaShem.
What I do not understand is those who claim to follow and worship the Holy One of
Israel, ignoring and rejecting His wisdom and commandments.
“The beginning of wisdom is fear of HASHEM, good understanding to all
their practitioners.” Psalm 111:10 [AST]
“The fear of The LORD, is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 [NKJV]
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“For HASHEM grants wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding.” Proverbs 2:6 [AST]
“The beginning of wisdom is to acquire wisdom...” Proverbs 4:7a [AST]
“My child, be attentive to my wisdom, give ear to my understanding, to
heed wise designs and let your lips guard wisdom.” Proverbs 9:1-2 [AST]
“The fear of The LORD is the beginning of wisdom. And the knowledge of
the Holy One is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10 [NKJV]
“How much better than fine gold is the acquisition of wisdom, and the
acquisition of understanding is choicer than silver.” Proverbs 16:16 [AST]
“It [wisdom] is a tree of life to those who grasp it, and its supporters are
praiseworthy.” Proverbs 3:18 [AST]
There is no doubt that the instructions of HaShem are to be embraced and applied by
the Children of Israel.
Without His instructions as the basis for our lives we can but expect more and more
problems and challenges in our lives and communities.
The human race is in the absolute mess it finds itself in because of the rejection of
the words and Word of HaShem.
Remarkably we have to make the same statement regarding the nation of Israel, the
chosen nation.
We Children of HaShem have neglected the instruction and counsel found in the
Word of HaShem. Thus, we need to re-adjust our focus and re-learn the wisdom
found therein.
We must give thanks to the mercy and patience of our Father.
Without HaShem, HaMoshiach and Torah, we are a doomed people without hope.
We need to seek the wisdom of HaShem, as found in His Torah.
There is no need to over complicate the Word of our Father, thus making it only for
the elite and educated… His Torah is for all His children to understand.
The majority of our people do not have the time to spend on countless hours of study
and are looking for clear, concise directions that are easily understood and adhered
too.
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It is the opinion of this author that we have overcomplicated the Word and words of
HaShem. Applying so many rules and regulations of our own, we can no longer see
the Wood for the Trees.
Our people are suffering from want of the simplicity easily found in the Word and
words of HaShem.
We presently lack Godly instruction in our midst, so let us seek it out with intent and
persistence. Let us change our direction and build happy, healthy and fruitful
communities.
Ponder on the instruction, and wisdom found in these words:
“My child, do not forget My Torah, and let your heart guard My
commandments, for they add to your length of days and years of life and
peace. Kindness and truth will not forsake you. Bind them upon your neck;
inscribe them on the tablet of your heart, and you will find favour and goodly
wisdom in the eyes of God and man. Trust in HASHEM with all your heart and
do not rely upon your own understanding. In all your ways know Him, and He
will smooth your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear HASHEM and
turn away from evil.” Proverbs 3:1-7 [AST]
“Professing to be wise they became fools.” Romans 1:22. [NKJV]
“For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, ‘He is the One
who catches the wise in their craftiness.” 1Cor 3:19. [NKJV]
Rabbi Philip Hammond.
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Can You Believe It?

Nine Words That You Didn’t Know Come
From Aramaic
You might be surprised to discover that you speak a few words of Aramaic,
and you didn't know it.
When people think of Jewish languages, they often think first of Hebrew — the language of both
the Bible and the modern State of Israel — and also Yiddish, the Jewish language of Eastern Europe.
But the 3,000-year-old language of Aramaic was once one of the most significant Jewish languages. It
is the language of Judaism’s other most sacred text, the Talmud, and in antiquity it was the lingua
franca of some of the major empires, Assyrian and Persian. Aramaic was also the language spoken
by Jesus and it is still in use (albeit among a very small population) today.
The wide reach and historical importance of Aramaic is reflected in the fact that some well-known
Jewish words and expressions that are commonly thought to be Hebrew actually turn out to be
Aramaic. The last word on this list — not usually thought of as a Jewish word at all — might really
surprise you!

Abba
A lot of people think this word for “father,” used commonly in Israel and by Jewish families
elsewhere, is Hebrew, but it is in fact Aramaic. The Hebrew word for father is av.

Ema
Like Abba, the word commonly used by Hebrew speakers for “mother” is actually Aramaic. The
Hebrew word for mother is eim.

Kaddish
The prayer for Jewish mourners is written entirely in Aramaic, and its name is also Aramaic, meaning
“holy.”
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Bar Mitzvah
This ceremony celebrates the passage of a young man into Jewish adulthood, when he becomes
responsible for fulfilling his own commandments, or mitzvot. It literally translates as “son of the
commandment” but the word for “son” is not Hebrew (that would be ben) but Aramaic, bar.

Netilat Yadayim
This is the prayer Jews say when washing their hands before eating. The word netilat is actually an
Aramaic word which means to “take” or “place;” yadayim is Hebrew for a pair of hands.

Kol Nidrei
The opening service of Yom Kippur and the most attended Jewish service of the entire year is named
for the first prayer recited on that holiday, just before the sun goes down. The Kol Nidrei prayer asks
God to forgive coerced vows made in the previous year. Both the text of the prayer and its name are
Aramaic.

Davka
This term of talmudic logic has made its way into English as one of those Jewish word with no perfect
English translation. In the original Aramaic, it means something like “precisely” but its common
usage, as an emphatic or sarcastic expression, means something like “in fact” or “for that reason.” It
can also refer to something that is done out of spite.

Havruta
This Aramaic word for friend or fellow refers to a one-on-one study partner, especially for Talmud
study.
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Prayer Points

Biblical Prayer
Spontaneity and creativity were hallmarks of prayer in the time of the Bible.
In addition to the sacrificial rites there was a collateral form of worship, unofficial but fully recognized–
private prayer. The Bible records private prayers by almost every important personality with whose life
and activity it deals. The religious men and women turned to God in prayer, and their prayers, as
recorded in the Bible, touch the heart and stir deep religious sentiments.

Solomon’s Prayer
In general, the personal prayers in the Bible–exclusive of the Psalms–are very much like the prayers that
we would utter today. Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Jerusalem Temple may serve as an
example. It contains all the elements of prayer-praise and thanksgiving, confession and intercession:
“0 Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like You, in heaven above, or on earth beneath; who keeps
covenant and mercy with Your servants, that walk before You with all their heart; … Behold, heaven and
the heaven of heavens cannot contain You; how much less this house that I have built! Yet have You
respect unto the prayer of Your servant, and to his supplication, 0 Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry
and to the prayer which Your servant prays before You this day; that Your eyes may be open toward this
house night and day…. And listen You to the supplication of Your servant, and of Your people Israel,
when they shall pray toward this place; yes, hear You in heaven Your dwelling-place; and when You
hear, forgive” [ I Kings 8:23 , 27-30].
Like all the prayers uttered by biblical personalities or ascribed to them, Solomon’s prayer is addressed
directly to God. There are no priests or other intermediaries, nor does Solomon offer any sacrifices to
win God’s favor. Solomon supplicates God with words that come from the heart, and his prayer is
uttered in the utmost faith that if he is deserving his prayer will be heard and answered.

Primitive Elements
To be sure, some biblical prayers contain primitive elements, such as prayers that are conditional in
content. The suppliant formulates his prayer in the framework of a vow to do something which he
assumes is pleasing to God if his prayer is answered. The classic example of this type of prayer is
Jephthah’s vow before going to war against the Ammonites:

16

“If you will indeed deliver the children of Ammon into my hand, then it shall be, that whatsoever comes
forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace … shall be the Lord’s, and I will offer
it up for a burnt-offering” [ Judges 11:30-31 ].
The Bible also contains a number of prayers in which the suppliants argue with God and persuade Him
by their logical arguments to alter His intent. God graciously yields to the logic of the prayer and changes
His original decree. Abraham’s plea for Sodom and Gomorrah is the classic example. Abraham argues
with the Almighty:
“Will You sweep away the innocent along with the guilty? What if there should be fifty innocents within
the city; will You then wipe out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who are in
it? Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that
innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” [ Gen.
18:23-25 ].
Unfortunately, Abraham’s logic was not backed by the facts of the situation, and his plea did not save
the doomed cities.
These primitive elements in some of the biblical prayers, however, are the exceptions. Most biblical
prayers are so sophisticated in their formulation that they have been adopted as patterns of prayer for
all time. These prayers usually consist of two basic elements-introductory words praising God for His
might and mercy, and a concluding petition, often universal in scope. King Solomon’s prayer, only part of
which was quoted above, follows this pattern.

Prayers of Praise
Not all biblical prayers are petitionary. Many of them concentrate solely on praising God or thanking
Him for His mercies and blessings. One such prayer is the Song of Moses which he and the Israelites sang
after safely crossing the Sea of Reeds and escaping from the pursuing Egyptians:
“I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously; horse and driver He has hurled into the sea. The
Lord is my strength and might; He is become my salvation. This is my God, and I will enshrine Him; the
God of my father, and I will exalt Him” [ Exodus 15:1-2 ].
The ancient Hebrews found no contradiction between the two forms of worship: the sacrificial rites of
the Temple and the informal words of prayer uttered by individuals. They coexisted without infringing
upon each other. In those early times prayer was essentially a spontaneous “cry” to God for help. It was
based on the intuitive feeling or the deep conviction that God gives ear to the supplications of the
devout and answers the prayer that comes from the heart.

Temple Prayer
In connection with the Temple functions only one brief prayer is prescribed in the Bible.
When the farmer brought his first fruits to the Temple, he was to recite a formula in which he briefly
summarized the story of the bondage in Egypt, the redemption, and the “land flowing with milk and
honey” which God had given to the children of Israel.
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To these formulated prayers one may add a number of blessings which achieved official usage and later
found their way into the siddur [prayer book]. One of these is part of the blessing which Jacob bestowed
on Joseph’s sons: “God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh” ( Genesis 48:20 ), which is to this day the
paternal blessing that the Jew bestows on his sons on Friday evenings. Another biblical blessing that has
been repeated innumerable times is the blessing which the Kohanim pronounced in the Temple. It, too,
has been incorporated into the synagogue worship:
“The Lord bless you, and keep you! The Lord deal kindly and graciously with you!; The Lord bestow His
favor upon you and grant you peace!” [ Num. 6:24-26 ].
During the period of the First Jewish Commonwealth prayer was generally spontaneous, free, and
independent. Except for the brief formula recited by the farmers, the priestly blessing, and some of the
Psalms, prayers occupied no place in the official worship of the Temple. The introduction of public
prayer as a form of worship was, as we shall see, one of the great contributions of the Jewish people to
world culture. But this took place during the Second Commonwealth.

Hebrew Word (s) of the Week
הוָ֥ה׀ ֶא ָ ָֽחד׃
ָ ְֹׁלהינּו י
ַ֖ הוָ֥ה ֱא
ָ ְְׁׁש ַ֖מע יִ ְׁש ָר ֵ֑אל י

WTT

Deuteronomy 6:4

Deuteronomy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! (NAU)

Hear-Shema, Israel-Yisrael, Lord-Yehovah, The Lord Is
Our God-Ehloheynu, the Lord-Yehovah, Is One-Echad.
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Chicken Soup or What???

Fish and Chips’ Surprising Jewish History
You may be surprised to learn that fish and chips, though wildly popular in England for what seems
like eternity, was actually a specialty of the Portuguese Sephardic Jews who fled the Inquisition in
the 16th century and found refuge in the British Isles. Celebrity Chef Jamie Oliver referred to this
recently in an article in the New York Times, adding that, “Dishes evolve, impacted by trade, war,
famine and a hundred other forces.”
Among those “other forces” are dishes born of religious ritual. For observant Jews, fish is pareve, a
neutral food in kosher terms, thus an easy way to avoid treyf (non-kosher food) and possibly include
dairy in the same meal. It was especially important for Marranos, the so-called crypto-Jews, who
pretended to be Christian during the Inquisition. They ate fish on Fridays, when meat was forbidden
by the Church, and also saved some to eat cold the next day at lunch, to avoid cooking on Shabbat.
Frying was natural for Jewish home cooks — think of latkes and sufganyiot — and as the Jewish
community began to flourish in England, it spurred a taste for its beloved fried, battered fish
throughout the country. According to Claudia Roden’s The Book of Jewish Food, Thomas Jefferson
tried some on a trip to London and noted that he ate “fish in the Jewish fashion” during his visit.
Alexis Soyer, a French cook who became a celebrated chef in Victorian England included a recipe for
“Fried Fish, Jewish Fashion” in the first edition of his cookbook A Shilling Cookery for the
People (1845). Soyer’s recipe notes that the “Jewish manner” includes using oil rather than meat fat
(presumably lard), which made the dish taste better, though also made it more expensive.
There’s some dispute about the where and when of “chips” (what we Americans call French fries
and the French call pommes frites). Many historians say that deep-fried, cut-up potatoes were
invented in Belgium and, in fact, substituted for the fish during hard times. The first time the word
“chips” was used was in Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities in 1859: “husky chips of potato, fried
with some reluctant drops of oil.”
The official pairing of fish and chips didn’t happen until a few years later, though. Although there are
some who dispute it, most authorities say that it is thanks to a Jewish cook, this time a young
Ashkenazi immigrant named Joseph Malin, who opened the first British chippy, AKA fish and chip
shop, in London in 1863. The shop was so successful it remained in business until the 1970s.
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Who could foresee that fearful Jewish immigrants, hiding their true religion and practicing in secret
would be responsible for creating one of the most iconic dishes in the U.K.? The down-home dish
that Winston Churchill claimed help the British defeat the Nazis, the comfort food that George
Orwell said helped keep the masses happy and “averted revolution.” The dish, by the way, that was
among the only foods never rationed during wartime because the British government believed that
preserving access to it was a way of keeping up morale. A dish that continues to be a mainstay of
the British diet.
Think about that the next time you find yourself feasting on this centuries-old — Jewish? British? —
recipe.
These days, some restaurants are putting a new spin on fish and chips. Almond crusted. Baked
instead of fried. Quinoa coated. Sweet potato fries instead of regular. And those are all fine; as
Oliver says, “Dishes evolve.” But plain old fish and chips endures and probably always will. Good
recipes usually do.
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