TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
for 9-17-22 – KI TAVO
Ministry News
IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY.
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052.
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to
put this Newsletter together.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role.
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs.
We now have an Affiliate in Australia.

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP…
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn.
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information.
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let
me know and I will send him the information.
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etzchayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.
We thank you for your support.
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua,
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

General News
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH.
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL.
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH,
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE
PORTIONS…

MESSAGE FOR 9-17-22
Message originally shared 9/19/97
Ki Tavo / When You Enter In
Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
Isaiah 60:1-22
Luke 21:1-4
Devarim 26:16-18
This day, the Lord, your YHVH, commands you to perform these decrees
and the statues, and you shall observe and perform them with all your
heart and with all your soul. You have distinguished the Lord today to be a
YHVH for you, and to walk in His ways, and to observe His decrees, His
commandments, and His statutes, and to hearken to His voice. And the
Lord has distinguished you today to be for Him a treasured people, as He
spoke to you, and to observe all His commandments…
Devarim 26:11
You shall be glad with all the goodness that the Lord, your YHVH, has
given you and your household – you and the Levite and the proselyte who
is in your midst.
Ger or Ger Tzadeek – Proselyte to Judaism or Righteous Proselyte
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Goy or Goyim-Non-Jew or Nation or Nations
Devarim 27:26
Accursed is one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to perform
them. And the entire people shall say, “Amen.”
Devarim 28:1-2
It shall be that if you hearken to the voice of the Lord, your YHVH, to
observe, to perform all of His commandments that I command you this
day, then the Lord, your YHVH, will make you supreme over all the nations
of the earth. All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, if
you hearken to the voice of the Lord, your YHVH…
Devarim 29:8
You shall observe the words of this covenant, so that you will succeed in
all that you do.
Rash"i explains the blessing as this: "One will eat a little bit and it will be
blessed in his intestines." That means the blessing is that one will be
psychologically satisfied even though he has physically consumed a small
amount.
This is the ultimate blessing -- to be satisfied and to realize that one has
been blessed is the Blessing of all Blessings. Sometimes YHVH can shower
us with all types of good and riches -- health, family, and wealth -- but if a
person does not realize it, if he is never happy, if there always needs to be
more, if there is a constant chase, then what good is the blessing? It is
meaningless!
A person can be impoverished. He can eat just a little bit and if he is
satisfied with it, then he has everything. On the other hand, a person can
have fortunes and success, but if he doesn't realize that he has a brachablessing, then he is a poor man.
The pasuk says "Open Your Hand, and satisfy all life, with will"
[Tehillim 145:16]. We say this in prayer three times a day.
We understand the words "Poseach es Yadecha, u'Masbia l'chol chai"
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(Open you hand and provide sustenance for all life). But what is the
meaning of the word "Ratzon" (with will)? "Ratzon" is that the recipient
will be happy with it, not only physically satisfied, but psychologically
satisfied, as well.
That too, is what the blessing referred to earlier is about. "And all these
Blessings will come upon you...” Fine, but that is not sufficient. "...And
they will reach their purpose." -- the recipient will be happy with the
Brocha, with the blessing. He will realize that it is a blessing. Without that
realization, one has no Brocha.
With this explanation, Rav Schlessinger, also explains the parallel usage of
this word later in the parsha [Devorim 28:15] "... and all the curses will
come upon you and will reach you." What does that mean?
It means the same thing. Sometimes a person can have misfortune and he
doesn't even realize it. He doesn't realize what is happening to him. He
doesn't realize how far he has gone. The curses don't even work! Because
he doesn't "get it." He misses the message of the curse.
Rav Noach Weinberg tells a story about a longhaired, "hippie" sort
of fellow who walked into his Yeshiva with long hair and the typical
accompanying mode of dress. He told Rav Noach, "I don't need a
Yeshiva, because YHVH and I are like this (as he showed his fingers twisted
together to represent a 'twosome')!"
Rav Noach asked, "How do you know that you and YHVH are like 'this'?"
The student responded that he was riding his bike along a mountain road
and a truck came along, veered toward him, forcing him off the cliff with his
bike. He saw himself going down the tremendous embankment and
visualized that the end was at hand. All of a sudden, he saw a branch
hanging out of the mountain. He reached out and hung on, and was saved,
walking away without a scratch.
"That's how I know," he said, "that me and YHVH are like 'this'!"
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Rav Noach then asked him, "Did you ever think about why the truck
knocked you off the cliff? Maybe that is what YHVH is trying to tell you."
This was a person who unfortunately experienced a negative incident - he
seemingly received a message from YHVH - but the message did not reach
him.
He didn't "get it." He missed the message. We must "get the message"
from any punishment like he needed to "get the message" from the
incident. The whole incident accomplished nothing.
The blessing is that when the blessing comes, we should have the blessing
of being satisfied and when the punishment sometimes, Heaven forbid,
must come, let us not miss that message, either.
What is the Blessing?
Isaiah 6018b
Then you will realize that I, the Lord, am your Savior and your Redeemer,
the mighty One of Jacob.
Saviour=Moshiach
Isaiah 60:19-20
The sun will no longer be for you the light of day and brightness and the
moon will not illuminate for you. The Lord will be an eternal light for you,
and your YHVH will be your splendor. Never again will your sun set, and
your moon will not be withdrawn; for the Lord will be unto you an eternal
light, and the days of your mourning will be ended.
Luke 21:1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the
treasury. 2 And He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins. 3
And He said, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of
them; 4 for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out
of her poverty put in all that she had to live on." (NAU)
Revelation 21:4
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He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will no longer be any
death; and there will no longer be any mourning, crying or pain; because
the old order has passed away.
Revelation 22:3-5
No longer will there be any curses. The throne of YHVH and of the Lamb
will be in the city, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will no longer exist, so they
will need neither the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because
Adonai, YHVH, will shine upon them. And they will reign as kings forever
and ever.
Revelation 21:23-25
The city has no need for the sun or the moon to shine on it, because
YHVH’s Sh’khinah-His glory- gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their
splendor into it. Its gates will never close; they stay open all day because
night will not exist there…

We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The reason for
this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional Jewish one. Remember to use
discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as
the Messiah. There are various ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even
that there is no Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the
teachings.
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know the Jewish
thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in our Messiah. For those
who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, because we have seen it over our
lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades.
We have seen a lot and had many discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who
ultimately turned away from Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings.
One does not come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many good
things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. Berachot (Blessings),
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.
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A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH
AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY

Parashat Ki Tavo: Summary Deu. 26:1-29:8
Moses instructs the Israelites regarding the first fruit offering; Moses
then lists the blessings for keeping the commandments and the
punishments for disobeying them.
Moses continues his last speech before the Israelites, “When you dwell in the promised land,
take a selection of the first fruits and bring them to the place God chooses for God’s Name.
With a priest you shall make an offering saying, ‘We remember when we were slaves in Egypt.
We remember how God brought us to freedom with a strong hand and outstretched arm, with
signs and miracles. You, God brought, us to this land flowing with milk and honey. And now I
have brought these first fruits that you, God, have given me.’
“You shall cast yourself down before the Presence of God and you shall rejoice in all the good
that God has given you and your household. You shall also give portions to the Levite, the
stranger, the orphan, and the widow. They shall eat it within your gates and be satisfied. In the
third year of giving portions, you shall say in God’s presence that you have followed
the commandments for giving regularly to those less fortunate. You shall then ask God to bless
the Israelites and the soil.
“On this day God commands you to carry out these laws and social ordinances with all your
heart and with all your soul. You shall, today, hearken to God and promise to keep all God’s
laws. Today, God said that you shall be a people belonging to God alone. God will place you
high above all the nations God has created. You will be a proclamation for God’s Name and for
God’s glory. You shall be a holy people to God.
“When you enter the promised land, you shall make an altar with stones to God with the words
of this Teaching. You shall make offering there and rejoice before God.”
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“Pay attention,” Moses says, “and hear O Israel, on this day you have become a people to God,
your God. Follow all of God’s commandments. The priests shall say to the people upon Mount
Gerizim: ‘Cursed is the man who makes a graven or molten image which is an abomination to
God.’ And all the people shall raise their voices and say, ‘Amen.’
“‘Cursed is he who moves the boundary marker of his neighbor.’ And all the people shall say
‘Amen.’
“‘Cursed is he who misleads a blind man, or twists what is rightfully due to an orphan or
stranger or widow.’ And all the people shall say ‘Amen.’
“‘Cursed is he who commits incest, with parent or step-parent or sibling. Cursed is he who lies
with any animal.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
“‘Cursed is he who strikes down his neighbor in secret or a takes a bribe to strike down a man in
innocent blood. Cursed is he who does not uphold the Teaching to carry them out.’ And all the
people shall say: ‘Amen.’
“If you hearken to God and carry out God’s commandments, God will set you above all the
nations of the earth. You will be blessed in the city and in the field. Blessed will be the fruit of
your body and the fruit of your soil and the fruit of your livestock. Blessed will you be when you
come in and when you go out.
“God will deliver your enemies. God will raise you up as a holy nation and you will walk in God’s
ways. God will give you rain in its season and bless all the work of your hand. You will lend to
many nations, but you will not borrow. God will make you a head and not the tail, you will be
only above and not below if you hearken to God’s commandments.
“But it shall come to pass that if you will not hearken to the voice of God, nor carry out God’s
commandments that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you. Cursed you will be
in the city and the field, cursed will be your fruits of your body and soil and livestock. Cursed
will you be when you come in and when you go out. God will unleash against you the curse, and
you will be restless and feel guilty in everything to which you put your hand, so that you will be
destroyed because of your wickedness in forsaking God.
“Since you did not serve God with joy and with gladness of heart, therefore you will serve your
enemies whom God will send against you. If you do not fear God’s Name, then God will send to
you plagues and sufferings and sicknesses that are evil and enduring. And you will be left only
few in number instead of as you were like the stars of the heavens.
“You will be scattered among all the peoples from one end of the earth to another and serve
other gods. Among these nations you will find no peace and your heart will be full of trembling
and grieving of the soul. You will have terror night and day and no faith in your life. You will be
returned to slavery. These are the words of this Covenant at Moab.”

9

Moses called out to Israel, and said, “Before your eyes in the land of Egypt, you have seen all
that God did to the Pharaoh, his servants and his land. These great acts of proof you have seen.
I led you for forty years in the wilderness and your clothing and shoes did not wear out. You
neither ate bread nor drank wine nor strong drink to know that God is Your God. And you came
to this place and your enemies were driven away. Therefore, keep carefully the words of this
Covenant so that you may practice intelligently everything you do.”

Parashat Ki Tavo Discussion Questions
1) What does it mean that the Jews (Israe) are “a people belonging to God?” Don’t all people
belong to God?
2) If the Israelites choose not to follow God’s Torah and walk in God’s ways will the people
still belong to God?
3) Do you think God still sends blessings and curses to the Jews? How?
4) How has God blessed and cursed you in your life?

Haftarah for Ki Tavo: Summary Isa. 60:1-22
Today may be dark, but tomorrow, God's light will shine on His people.
This is the penultimate Haftarah between Tisha B’Av and Rosh Hashanah; the seven-week
period when Haftarot of consolation are read in synagogue. All these Haftarot, including this
week’s, feature comforting themes for a nation traumatized by the destruction of the Temple
and the exile.
In the Haftarah for Ki Tavo, Isaiah focuses on images of light to remind the people that though
they may be experiencing a dark time, God’s countenance and light will eventually return. The
first verse of the Haftarah typifies this: “Arise, shine, for your light has dawned; the Presence of
the Lord has shone upon you!” (60:1) This line has famously been adapted for use in Lecha
Dodi, a song that is part of the Friday night liturgy, sung to greet the Sabbath queen.
Isaiah tells the people that they will one day all be gathered together again. Not only will the
nation be reunited, but they will be greeted by camels bringing them gold and frankincense,
and sheep that are suitable to be sacrificed to God. The walls of Jerusalem will be rebuilt by
other nations, foreign kings will serve God’s people, and wealth from distant lands will pour
into Israel. The future glory is described in great detail, and this section concludes with Isaiah
promising that, “The cry ‘Violence!’ shall no more be heard in your land, nor ‘wrack and ruin!’
within your borders. And you shall name your walls ‘Victory’ and your gates ‘Renown.'” (60:18)
At the end of the Haftarah, Isaiah returns to the light and dark imagery he began with and
promises that even the rules of physics will be suspended in this apocalyptic future. There will
be no need for the sun or moon, because God’s light and glory will shine in their stead. The
people of Israel will grow and be successful, just as God always planned.
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Connection to the Torah Portion
As one of the seven Haftarot of consolation, this reading acts as a bridge between the mourning
of Tisha B’Av and the renewal of Rosh Hashanah. This Haftarah, which emphasizes Israel’s
bright future, is also an appropriate antidote for the lengthy curse that is contained in Parashat
Ki Tavo. For a congregation that has just heard of the devastation that God will wreck on a
disobedient nation, the soaring glory that Isaiah describes is especially poignant and hopeful.

From the Desk of
Rabbi Philip Hammond
WORDS OF WISDOM.
Chapter Seven.
By Rabbi Yochanan Hammond, Ph.D.
There are so many voices crying out for our “spiritual business” it can be
very difficult to make choices let alone informed choices. However, for
those of us who belong to the House of Israel the choice and choices
should have been made. Our problems come with the many voices that
are vying for attention at the “dinner table”. To make informed choices in
this environment we require a good grasp and understanding of Torah. If
a voice is speaking against biblical Torah, then that voice should be
discarded. The voice of HaShem is the only voice we should be adhering
too. The challenge we have is drafting out the voices that claim to be
speaking on behalf of HaShem and HaMoshiach Yeshua but are actually
voices of another.
My son, pay attention to my wisdom;
incline your ear to my understanding;
2
so that you will preserve discretion
and your lips keep watch over knowledge.
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3

For the lips of a woman who is a stranger drop honey,
her mouth is smoother than oil;
4
but in the end, she is as bitter as wormwood,
sharp as a double-edged sword.
5
Her feet go down to death,
her steps lead straight to Sh’ol;
6
she doesn’t walk the level path of life —
her course wanders all over, but she doesn’t know it.
Please note that any voice other than the voice of HaShem is like the
honey that comes from the lips of a strange woman. The enticing words
of other faiths and belief systems can seem wonderful, but they are in
fact bitter as wormwood. One must be on guard against such
approaches as they are as smooth as oil. They can quietly and slowly
ooze into our lives. I am persuaded that as the coming of HaMoshiach
approaches we are going to face more and more deception and the need
to be aware vital.
It is heartbreaking to engage with people who seem to have a genuine
love for the Holy One of Israel but refuse to contemplate the Torah.
These people have been deceived into relationships with “strange
women”. We are told this strange woman doesn’t walk the path of life,
but instead her steps lead to Sh’ol. Many have walked and are walking
what appears to be a path paved with genuine Gold, but sadly is a path
paved with fool’s gold, leading down to Sh’ol. How fortunate we are that
it is HaShem Who has the final say on all these matters. He and He
alone knows all facts associated with these matters. The best we can
hope to do is lead people to His “Healing Waters” and encourage them to
drink there from. These “Healing Waters” are none other than
HaMoshiach and Torah. Trying to have One without the other is like
trying to drink from a mirage in the desert. It may look the real deal, but
on closer inspection you find that it is not.
It is worth noting that the writer of Proverbs says that her lips are, “as
sharp as a two-edged sword”. There are of course other references to a
“two-edged sword”, that we are well aware of.
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See, the Word of God is alive! It is at work and is sharper than any doubleedged sword — it cuts right through to where soul meets spirit and joints meet
marrow, and it is quick to judge the inner reflections and attitudes of the heart.
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Before God, nothing created is hidden, but all things are naked and open to the
eyes of him to whom we must render an account.
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Therefore, since we have a great cohen gadol who has passed through to the
highest heaven, Yeshua, the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we
acknowledge as true. 15 For we do not have a cohen gadol unable to empathize
with our weaknesses; since in every respect he was tempted just as we are, the
only difference being that he did not sin. 16 Therefore, let us confidently approach
the throne from which God gives grace, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace in our time of need. Hebrews 4:12-16 [CJB]

“I turned round to see who was speaking to me, and when I
turned, I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, in the middle of
them, one like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the
waist with a belt of gold. His head and his hair were white
with the whiteness of wool, like snow, his eyes like a
burning flame, his feet like burnished bronze when it has
been refined in a furnace, and his voice like the sound of the
ocean. In his right hand he was holding seven stars, out of his
mouth came a sharp sword, double-edged, and his face was
like the sun shining with all its force.” Revelation 1:12-16 [NJB]
If a sharp two-edged sword is used on someone, then we can expect a
change to the original. All the above scripture quotes are trying to make
a very strong point by using the terms, “sharp, sword, two edged, cut,
joints, marrow,” etc. The writer of Proverbs is trying to show us how
dangerous it is to become entangled with “strange women”. Yes, he is
talking about a physical woman, but it also alludes to “spiritual
falsehood”.
Then came one of the angels with the seven bowls; and he said to me,
“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great whore who is sitting by
many waters. 2 The kings of the earth went whoring with her, and the
people living on earth have become drunk from the wine of her whoring.”
3 He carried me off in the Spirit to a desert, and I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast filled with blasphemous names and having seven heads and
ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet and glittered
with gold, precious stones and pearls. In her hand was a gold cup filled
with the obscene and filthy things produced by her whoring. 5 On her
forehead was written a name with a hidden meaning,
BAVEL THE GREAT
MOTHER OF WHORES AND OF
THE EARTH’S OBSCENITIES

13

6I

saw the woman drunk from the blood of God’s people, that is, from the
blood of the people who testify about Yeshua.
On seeing her, I was altogether astounded. 7 Then the angel said to me, “Why
are you astounded? I will tell you the hidden meaning of the woman and of the
beast with seven heads and ten horns that was carrying her. Revelation 17:1-7
[CJB]

It is without doubt that all Children of biblical Israel are to shun the
deceiving and lying lips of strange women.
The Word of Yeshua is sharper than any two-edged sword! What is the
Word of Yeshua HaMoshiach? The Word of HaMoshiach is none other
than the Torah of HaShem as given to Moshe, thus called the Torah of
Moshe. Allow me to make a statement that many may find offensive but
none the less true. Anyone that tells you that the Torah is no longer valid
for believers in HaMoshiach is relaying the words spoken by a “strange
woman”. Please consider the following quote taken from the comments
found in the New Jerusalem Bible referring to the above passage taken
from Revelation 1:16.
“In his power [his ‘right hand’] he holds the seven churches [the
‘stars’, see v, 20]; he is prepared to sentence faithless Christians to
death [the ‘double-edged sword’]....”
When we consider this, we must ask the question what is a “faithless”
Christian? I anticipate most Christians would answer along the lines,
“that a faithless Christian is one who does not follow Jesus”. So, then we
need to ask, “What does following Jesus entail”? Well, we know it is NOT
adhering to the deceptive lies of a “strange woman”. It is adhering to the
Holy Torah, the very instructions HaShem has set down for all of His
Children to follow and embrace.
The words the writer of Proverbs writes are the instructive words of The
Father. The very words Yeshua Himself followed and commanded His
Talmidim to follow. We will be judged by the Word; thus we await either a
positive judgement or a negative judgement. Remember the nation of
Israel has always been judged according to our obedience to Torah. This
will never change, so if you believe you belong to the nation of Israel,
should you not be embracing the Torah? For a child of Israel to embrace
teachings outside of Torah is faithlessness. Again, I have to ask the
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question. Do you embrace the Sabbath or Sunday? Do you embrace
Christmas or Yom Teruah? Do you embrace Easter or Pesach? Do you
embrace the appointed times of our Father or the appointed times of
“men”? These are very important questions, because it reflects on
whether you are embracing the words from a strange woman or the
Word of HaShem, the Holy One of Israel.
We must not underestimate the alluring invitation of a “strange woman”.
Millions if not billions of Christians say they are walking in the footsteps
of Jesus yet refuse to embrace Torah. What these folk are doing is
walking in the footsteps of a mirage, as Yeshua [the biblical Moshich] is
the living Torah and His footsteps are the imprint of Torah.
Let us remind ourselves of the plea from our Father.
“My son, pay attention to my wisdom; incline your ear to my
understanding; so that you will preserve discretion and your lips
keep watch over knowledge”.
As Children of Israel, we must receive our wisdom from HaShem. There
is no other valid choice, as all other choices and voices will lead you
down to Sh’ol. These are not my thoughts or expressions; it is the Word
of HaShem.
May the words of Joshua ring in our ears; “Choose today whom you are
going to serve”. This statement rings just as true today as it did in
Joshua’s time. I can only pray that you shun the enticing lips of strange
women and choose to follow in the wise counsel of HaShem, embracing
His Holy Torah and Moshiach Yeshua.
May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach
be with you!
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Things for those who want to know…

The Ketubah, or Jewish Marriage Contract
The ketubah is an ancient contract delineating the obligations of
the husband to his wife.
A ketubah is a Jewish marriage contract that is signed just prior to the wedding ceremony.
Traditionally, the ketubah has been written in Aramaic, with specific language outlining the
groom’s financial obligations to the bride, and is then signed, in the groom’s presence, by
two male witnesses. While different versions of Jewish wedding contracts date back to
biblical times, the ketubah text was codified in the first century CE, and an entire book, or
tractate, of the Talmud — Ketubot (the plural of ketubah)— describes its purpose and
requirements.
In Israel today, the ketubah, whose name derives from the Aramaic and Hebrew root
“katav,” which means “to write,” is binding under civil, as well as religious, law. Elsewhere,
the ketubah is binding only under religious law and must be accompanied by civil wedding
documents.
While many traditionally observant Jews continue to use the ketubah’s original text, many
liberal Jews have adapted the text to make it more gender-inclusive or address other
concerns. Although many contemporary Jews regard the ketubah as a sexist document,
numerous scholars have argued that it was initially designed to protect women from being
abandoned by their husbands or forced to divorce against their will.
Today a wide variety of ketubah texts can be found, with many focusing less on legalities
than on the couple’s love for one another and hopes for their shared future. Some have
been adapted specifically for same-sex couples, while others are adapted for interfaith
couples.
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Some couples choose to compose their own ketubah text. While some modern ketubahs are
written in Aramaic, others are in Hebrew, English, or other languages. When featuring
Aramaic or Hebrew text, the ketubah often also includes a side-by-side translation into
English or whatever language is spoken by the couple.
Today many ketubahs are signed by both partners, and at least two witnesses regardless of
gender.
Whether traditional or modern, the ketubah is often a beautiful piece of Judaica that the
couple frames and then displays in their home after the wedding. Some are custom-made
with hand-lettered calligraphy and art, whereas others are purchased pre-made, with spaces
for the partners to fill in their names, the date and the wedding’s location.
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Prayer Points

Biblical Prayer
Spontaneity and creativity were hallmarks of prayer in the time of the
Bible.
In addition to the sacrificial rites there was a collateral form of worship, unofficial but fully
recognized–private prayer. The Bible records private prayers by almost every important
personality with whose life and activity it deals. The religious men and women turned to God in
prayer, and their prayers, as recorded in the Bible, touch the heart and stir deep religious
sentiments.

Solomon’s Prayer
In general, the personal prayers in the Bible–exclusive of the Psalms–are very much like the
prayers that we would utter today. Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Jerusalem Temple
may serve as an example. It contains all the elements of prayer-praise and thanksgiving,
confession and intercession:
“0 Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath; who
keepest covenant and mercy with Thy servants, that walk before Thee with all their heart; …
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this house that
I have builded! Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, and to his supplication, 0
Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which Thy servant prayeth before Thee
this day; that Thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day…. And hearken Thou to
the supplication of Thy servant, and of Thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this
place; yea, hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place; and when Thou hearest, forgive” [ I Kings
8:23 , 27-30].
Like all the prayers uttered by biblical personalities or ascribed to them, Solomon’s prayer is
addressed directly to God. There are no priests or other intermediaries, nor does Solomon offer
any sacrifices to win God’s favor. Solomon supplicates God with words that come from the
heart, and his prayer is uttered in the utmost faith that if he is deserving his prayer will be
heard and answered.
18

Primitive Elements
To be sure, some biblical prayers contain primitive elements, such as prayers that are
conditional in content. The suppliant formulates his prayer in the framework of a vow to do
something which he assumes is pleasing to God if his prayer is answered. The classic example of
this type of prayer is Jephthah’s vow before going to war against the Ammonites:
“If thou wilt indeed deliver the children of Ammon into my hand, then it shall be, that
whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace … shall
be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt-offering” [ Judges 11:30-31 ].
The Bible also contains a number of prayers in which the suppliants argue with God and
persuade Him by their logical arguments to alter His intent. God graciously yields to the logic of
the prayer and changes His original decree. Abraham’s plea for Sodom and Gomorrah is the
classic example. Abraham argues with the Almighty:
“Will You sweep away the innocent along with the guilty? What if there should be fifty innocent
within the city; will You then wipe out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent
fifty who are in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as
well as the guilty, so that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge
of all the earth deal justly?” [ Gen. 18:23-25 ].
Unfortunately, Abraham’s logic was not backed by the facts of the situation, and his plea did
not save the doomed cities.
These primitive elements in some of the biblical prayers, however, are the exceptions. Most
biblical prayers are so sophisticated in their formulation that they have been adopted as
patterns of prayer for all time. These prayers usually consist of two basic elements-introductory
words praising God for His might and mercy, and a concluding petition, often universal in scope.
King Solomon’s prayer, only part of which was quoted above, follows this pattern.

Prayers of Praise
Not all biblical prayers are petitionary. Many of them concentrate solely on praising God or
thanking Him for His mercies and blessings. One such prayer is the Song of Moses which he and
the Israelites sang after safely crossing the Sea of Reeds and escaping from the pursuing
Egyptians:
“I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously; horse and driver, He has hurled into the
sea. The Lord is my strength and might; He is become my salvation. This is my God, and I will
enshrine Him; the God of my father, and I will exalt Him”
[ Exodus 15:1-2 ].
The ancient Hebrews found no contradiction between the two forms of worship: the sacrificial
rites of the Temple and the informal words of prayer uttered by individuals. They coexisted
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without infringing upon each other. In those early times prayer was essentially a spontaneous
“cry” to God for help. It was based on the intuitive feeling or the deep conviction that God gives
ear to the supplications of the devout and answers the prayer that comes from the heart.

Temple Prayer
In connection with the Temple functions only one brief prayer is prescribed in the Bible.
When the farmer brought his first fruits to the Temple, he was to recite a formula in which he
briefly summarized the story of the bondage in Egypt, the redemption, and the “land flowing
with milk and honey” which God had given to the children of Israel.
To these formulated prayers one may add a number of blessings which achieved official usage
and later found their way into the siddur [prayer book]. One of these is part of the blessing
which Jacob bestowed on Joseph’s sons: “God make you like Ephraim and
Manasseh” ( Genesis 48:20 ), which is to this day the paternal blessing that the Jew bestows on
his sons on Friday evenings. Another biblical blessing that has been repeated innumerable
times is the blessing which the Kohanim pronounced in the Temple. It, too, has been
incorporated into the synagogue worship:
“The Lord bless you, and keep you! The Lord deal kindly and graciously with you! The Lord
bestow His favor upon you and grant you peace!” [ Num. 6:24-26 ].
During the period of the First Jewish Commonwealth prayer was generally spontaneous, free,
and independent. Except for the brief formula recited by the farmers, the priestly blessing, and
some of the Psalms, prayers occupied no place in the official worship of the Temple. The
introduction of public prayer as a form of worship was, as we shall see, one of the great
contributions of the Jewish people to world culture. But this took place during the Second
Commonwealth.

Hebrew - ִע ְב ִרי
Word (s) of the Week

עֶ ֶרב טֹוב
EH-REV TOV

Good Evening
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Great One Liners
Puns, Witticisms & Laughs Galore
My grandpa started walking five miles a day when
he was 60. Now he’s 97 years old, and we don’t
know where he is!

This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup

Fried Hot Dogs and Potatoes Is the Russian
Comfort Food You Need
A taste of my babushka's kitchen.

Pan-fried potatoes, or zharenaya kartoshka in Russian, were a staple of my childhood. Both
of my babushkas made this dish nearly every time we visited them. My brother and I would
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vie for the crispiest pieces in the batch, topping them with an inappropriate amount of
ketchup. Fried potatoes always had the addition of fried onion, and very often there would
be sliced kosher hot dogs or turkey kielbasa in the mix. If we ate this for breakfast,
scrambled eggs made their way into the pan. To this day, pan-fried potatoes are
my ultimate comfort food.
While this recipe is simple, it requires some degree of patience and finesse. If you are in a
rush, you might end up with potatoes that are either under or overdone, too mushy, or
even burnt. Taking care to do each step well will ensure potatoes that are satisfyingly crispy
on the outside, and soft on the inside.

Ingredients
•

1½ lbs (about 3-4 medium) potatoes — ideally Yukon Gold,
German Butterball, or Russet

•

½ medium yellow onion

•

5-6 oz hot dogs or kielbasa (about 3 hot dogs)

•

3-4 Tbsp neutral oil (sunflower, canola, or avocado)

•

salt and pepper, as needed

•

parsley and/or scallions, chopped, for garnish

Directions
1. Start by washing your potatoes. You can peel the potatoes or leave
the peel on. Cut the potatoes into even-sized (small fry shapes,
half-moons, or rounds), ¼”-thick pieces. Soak the cut potatoes in
water for 5-10 minutes; this removes excess starch and will help
prevent them from falling apart in the pan. While the potatoes are
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soaking, thinly slice the onions and slice the hot dogs into even-size
pieces. Drain the potatoes, place them on a clean kitchen towel,
and pat dry.
2. While the potatoes are soaking/drying, you can begin frying the
onions and/or hot dogs. For the onions: Add a generous drizzle of
oil to a large cast-iron skillet or nonstick pan on medium heat. Add
the onions to the pan with a big pinch of salt and allow them to get
golden brown and a little crisp-edged, about 5-6 minutes. Remove
the browned onions from the pan and reserve.
3. For the hot dogs/kielbasa: Drizzle a little more oil into the same pan
that the onions were cooked in, or a separate pan. Brown the sliced
hot dogs on both sides on medium-high heat, about 5-6 minutes.
Remove and reserve.
4. Add a few Tbsp oil to the same pan on medium heat. Once the pan
is hot, add the sliced, rinsed, and dried potatoes. Make sure the
potatoes are in an even layer and that the pan is not too crowded.
Every 3-4 minutes, flip the potatoes and stir them. Cook until
golden and crispy on all sides, about 20-25 minutes. Resist the urge
to move them around too much — that will allow them to brown
more easily on each side. Some potatoes may get a little darker or
crispier than others, and that’s perfectly OK. A few minutes before
the potatoes are fully crisped, season very generously with salt and
pepper.
5. Add the onions and hot dogs to the pan (if using), and sauté for
another 1-2 minutes.
6. Serve with a fresh sprinkle of chopped parsley or scallions, and your
favorite condiments.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
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