TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
for 10-1-22 – VAYELECH
Ministry News
IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY.
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052.
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to
put this Newsletter together.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role.
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs.
We now have an Affiliate in Australia.

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP…
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn.
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information.
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let
me know and I will send him the information.
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etzchayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.
We thank you for your support.
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua,
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

General News
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH.
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL.
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH,
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE
PORTIONS…

This week this double portion was separated into
one portion so next week there will not be another
portion from Rabbi Mordecai. He will leave this
commentary for next week also. Everything else in
the Newsletter will be different.
MESSAGE FOR 9-24-22 and 10-1-22
Message originally shared 9/26/97
Nitsavim-You Are Standing / Vayelech-And He Went
Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 / 31:1-30
Isaiah 66:10-63:9 / 55:6-56:8
Romans 10:6-10; Luke 4:16-30 / Romans 11:1-11
Deuteronomy 29:9-14
You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord, your YHVH: the heads of your tribes, your
elders, and your officers – all the men of Israel; your small children, your women, and your
proselyte who is in the midst of your camp, from the hewer of your wood to the drawer of
your water, For you to pass into the covenant of the Lord, your YHVH, and into His imprecation
that the Lord, your YHVH, seals with you today. In order to establish you today as a people to
Him and that He be a YHVH to you, as He spoke to you and as He swore to your forefathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and to Jacob. Not with you alone do I seal this covenant and this imprecation,
but with whoever is here standing with us today before the Lord, our YHVH, and with
whoever is not here with us today.
Deuteronomy 30:6
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The Lord, your YHVH, will circumcise your heart, and the heart of your offspring, to love the
Lord, your YHVH, with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.
Romans 2:28-29
On the contrary, the real Jew is not merely Jewish outwardly: true circumcision is not only
external and physical. On the contrary, the real Jew is one inwardly; and true circumcision is
of the heart, spiritual not literal; so that his praise comes not from other people but from
YHVH.
Isaiah 61:10
I will rejoice intensely with the Lord, my soul will exult with my YHVH, for He has dressed me
in the raiment of salvation, in a robe of righteousness has He cloaked me, like a bridegroom
who exalts himself with splendor, like a bride who bedecks herself with her jewelry.
Luke 4:18-19
The Spirit of Adonai is upon me; therefore, he has anointed me to announce Good News to the
poor; He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the imprisoned and renewed sight for the blind,
to release those who have been crushed, to proclaim a year of the favor of Adonai.
Deuteronomy 31:10-13
Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end of seven years at the time of the Sabbatical
year, during the Succot festival, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord, your YHVH,
in the place that He will choose, you shall read this Torah before all Israel, in their ears,
gather together the people – the men, the women, and the small children, and your stranger
who is in your cities – so that they will hear and so that they will learn, and they shall fear the
Lord, your YHVH, and be careful to perform all the words of this Torah. And their children who
do not know – they shall hear and they shall learn to fear the Lord, your YHVH…
Deuteronomy 31:19
So now, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the Children of Israel, place it in their
mouth, so that this song shall be for Me a witness against the Children of Israel.
Isaiah 56:1-2
Thus said the Lord: Observe justice and perform righteousness, for My salvation is soon to
come and My righteousness to be revealed.
Praiseworthy is the man who does this and the person who grasps it tightly: who guards the
Sabbath against desecrating it and guards his hand against doing any evil.
Isaiah 56:3-5
Let not the foreigner, who has joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, ‘The Lord will utterly
separate me from His people who observe My Sabbaths and choose what I desire, and grasp
My covenant tightly: In My house and within My walls I ill give them a place of honor and
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renown, which is better than sons and daughters; eternal renown will I give them, which will
never be terminated.
Romans 7, 11
What follows is that Israel has not attained the goal for which she is striving. The ones chosen
have obtained it, but the rest have been made stonelike.
In that case, I say, isn’t it that they have stumbled with the result that they have permanently
fallen away? Heaven forbid! Quite the contrary, it is by means of their stumbling that the
deliverance has come to the Gentiles, in order to provoke them to jealousy.
Romans 4:9-12
Now is this blessing for the circumcised only? Or is it also for the uncircumcised? For we say
that Avraham’s trust was credited to his account as righteousness; but what state was he in
when it was so credited – circumcision or uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in
uncircumcision! In fact, he received circumcision as a sign, as a seal of the righteousness he
had been credited with on the ground of the trust he had had while he was still
uncircumcised. This happened so that he could be the father of every uncircumcised person
who trusts and thus has righteousness credited to him, and at the same time be the father of
every circumcised person who not only has had a b’rit-milah, but also follows in the footsteps
of the trust which Avraham avinu had when he was still uncircumcised.
To Stand before YHVH
A chicken and a cow were walking down the street when they passed a billboard advertising the
daily specials at a local restaurant. In bold type, the sign announced: TWO EGGS ANY STYLE
ONLY $1.99. Beneath this line, in different-colored letters, was the message: STEAK PLUS TWO
SIDE DISHES - ONLY $10.95.
Said the chicken to the cow: "Look at that - isn't that something?
There, in two simple lines, is our contribution to civilization. I provide the breakfast; you
provide the dinner - what would humanity do without us?"
Replied the cow: "For you, it's a contribution. For me, it's a total commitment."

We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The reason for
this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional Jewish one. Remember to use
discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as
the Messiah. There are various ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even
that there is no Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the
teachings.
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We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know the Jewish
thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in our Messiah. For those
who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, because we have seen it over our
lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades.
We have seen a lot and had many discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who
ultimately turned away from Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings.
One does not come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many good
things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. Berachot (Blessings),
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH
AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY

Parashat Vayeilech: Summary Deu. 31:1-31:30
Moses concludes his speech to the Israelites, blesses Joshua, and instructs the
community to gather every seven years to read publicly from the Torah; God
predicts the eventual straying of the Israelites.
The Israelites are still gathered on the bank of the River Jordan listening to Moses. “I am 120
years old today,” Moses says. “God has told me that I shall not pass over into the Promised
Land. Still, God will pass before you. God will destroy the nations so that you can take
possession of the land. You shall deal with these nations as you have been instructed. Be
steadfast and strong and do not fear these nations or be frightened of them, for God is going
with you. God will not let go of you, nor will God forsake you.”
Then Moses called Joshua and said to him before the eyes of all Israel, “Be steadfast and strong,
for you are to go with this people to the land that God swore to their fathers to give to them.
You shall have them take possession of it, to inherit it. God will be with you. God will not let go
of you, nor will God forsake you. Fear nothing and do not be frightened.”
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Moses wrote down this Teaching and handed it over to all the elders and to the priests, the
sons of Levi, who carried the Ark of the Covenant of God. Moses commanded them, saying, “At
the end of seven years, on the Festival of Huts, when all Israel comes to see itself directly
before the Presence of God, you shall read this Teaching in the presence of all Israel.”
God then said to Moses, “Your day of death is approaching. Call Joshua and present yourselves
in the Tent of Appointed Meeting so that I may give him his duty.” Moses went with Joshua,
and they presented themselves in the Tent of Appointed Meeting. And God appeared in the
Tent in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood at the entrance of the Tent.
Then God said to Moses, “You are now going to lie down beside your fathers, and then this
people will rise and stray and will follow foreign deities and will become unfaithful and forsake
Me and break My Covenant. At that time My anger will be stirred up against the people. I will
forsake them. I will hide My face from them so that it will fall prey to destruction and many
evils and troubles will come upon it. At that time, they will say, ‘Truly, because my God is not in
my midst have these evils come upon me.’
“Now, write down this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouth so that this
song may become a witness for Me against them. For I know the people’s frame of mind when I
have brought them to this promised land.”
Moses wrote down this song on that day and taught it to the Israelites.
And God gave Joshua his duty and said, “Be steadfast and strong! For you are to bring the
children of Israel to the land that I have sworn to them, and I will be with you.”
Moses spoke in the ears of the entire assembly of Israel the words of this song until the end.

Parashat Vayeilech Discussion Questions:
1) Early in this portion, Moses says that “God will not let go of you, nor will God forsake you.”
Have you ever felt forsaken or abandoned by God? Looking back now at that same incident, can
you see ways in which God really was present at that moment in your life? How?
2) Moses tells Joshua, the new leader of the Jewish people, to fear nothing and to not be afraid.
Are you afraid of anything? What? Why? In what way can God help you with your fears?
3) At the end of this portion, Moses predicts that the children of Israel would become corrupt
and worship other gods after he died? Did they? How? God says that when the children of
Israel become corrupt and worship other gods that God will become angry and forsake the
children of Israel. Do you think God really did become angry and forsake the Jewish people?
How? If so, does this contradict God’s earlier statement that God will not forsake God’s people?

Haftarah for Shabbat Shuvah
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The Haftarah selection comes from Hosea 14:2-10 and Micah 7:18-20.
Ashkenazic communities add Joel 2:15-27.
The first Shabbat of the Jewish year is called Shabbat Shuvah, which means the Sabbath of
Return. Its name comes from the Haftarah which opens with the word “shuvah.” The Haftarah
highlight’s themes of penitence and human reconciliation with God, appropriate for the week
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Hosea calls on a sinning people to return to God by pronouncing humble words, instead of
offering animal sacrifice (14:3): “Instead of bulls we will pay the offering of our lips.” He
promises that God will respond lovingly and will no longer be angry with Israel. Hosea describes
God as dew that will nourish, and Israel as a blossoming lily, a strong tree in Lebanon, an olive
tree, and a cypress. In the closing words of the haftarah, we learn that everyone gets what they
deserve (14:10): “For the paths of the Lord are smooth; the righteous can walk on them, while
sinners stumble on them.”
The selection from Micah is the text that is recited at Tashlich. This ceremony, in which we “cast
our sins” into a body of water, is traditionally held on Rosh Hashanah, but it can actually be
performed any time during the fall holiday season, up until Hoshanah Rabbah. The Micah text
describes God as “forgiving iniquity and remitting transgression” (7:18), using language that is
similar to some of the common refrains of the Yom Kippur liturgy.
The text from Joel that Ashkenazi communities add at the end of the Haftarah also highlights
some of the seasonal themes. It opens with a reference to the shofar and a fast (2:15): “Blow a
horn in Zion, solemnize a fast, proclaim an assembly!” Joel describes an entire congregation–
old and young, men and women–coming together to purify themselves and get closer to God.
This imagery reminds us of the task that awaits us on Yom Kippur.
The scene Joel describes has some very positive results. Seeing the people’s sincerity, God takes
action. He drives out Israel’s enemies, ensures that the rain falls at the right time, secures
ample food for all, and makes it known that He dwells in the midst of Israel.
Reading these words on the Shabbat before Yom Kippur offers an encouraging, hopeful
message. Human beings can return to God wholeheartedly, and the results can be magnificent.
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From the Desk of
Rabbi Philip Hammond
WORDS OF WISDOM.
Chapter One
We the Children of Israel are supposed to be a light to the nations. This
is an ordained role HaShem has given us so we can show the nations
the best way for a community to live. We are to represent HaShem
through our faithfulness and obedience to His instructions. It is
guaranteed that if we follow the Torah/Instructions of HaShem we will
have the best families, communities and country on the face of the earth.
For this to take place we must receive our guidance and direction
through the Wisdom of HaShem, thus we must receive His words of
wisdom.
Moshe uttered great words of wisdom because he spoke the words of
HaShem. Our faithful Prophets spoke words of wisdom because they
spoke the words of HaShem. The Bible is full of words of wisdom
because the Bible is full of the words of HaShem; words that have been
brought to us in various forms.
“God after He had spoken long ago to the fathers in the
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days
has spoken to us in His son whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.” Hebrews 1:1-2
[NASB]
Consider for a moment what is being said and claimed here! Hashem
spoke to us through prophets and other means to bring us His words of
wisdom. However, in the last days HaShem has chosen a more
complete way of speaking to us. He has sent His Anointed One in
Yeshua to speak to us, the same One whom HaShem appointed HEIR of
all things, and through whom He also “produced and brought forth” the
world. Yeshua is the Perfect Word of wisdom and thus He gives us the
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perfect words of wisdom. If you are seeking perfect wisdom, you will do
no better than to seek Yeshua HaMoshiach, the sent One.
Yeshua declared publicly, “Those who put their trust in me
are trusting not merely in me, but in the One who sent me.
45
Also those who see me see the One who sent me. 46 I have
come as a light into the world, so that everyone who trusts in
me might not remain in the dark. 47 If anyone hears what I am
saying and does not observe it, I don’t judge him; for I did not
come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 Those who
reject me and don’t accept what I say have a judge — the word
which I have spoken will judge them on the Last Day. 49 For I
have not spoken on my own initiative, but the Father who sent
me has given me a command, namely, what to say and how to
say it. 50 And I know that his command is eternal life. So, what I
say is simply what the Father has told me to say.”
John
12:44-50 [CJB]
44

Viewing the statements above, if one was seeking wisdom from the
words of HaShem, then is it not logical to seek the words spoken by
Yeshua and taught by His Talmidim? After all, Yeshua Himself claims to
speak what the FATHER has told Him to say. Yeshua Himself says He is
the sent One, and if you believe/trust in Him then you will be brought out
of the darkness.
Rest assured it is only the wisdom of HaShem that will rescue you from
darkness, giving the wisdom that provides the Light to clearly see the
pathway home to the “House” of HaShem. As Children of the Most High
we have an obligation to seek and learn the wisdom of our Father. We
are obligated to make the effort to understand what HaShem has to say
to us. We have an obligation to seek out teachers who genuinely want to
impart the wisdom of HaShem onto His Children. We have had great
teachers in the past, in both “biblical times” and post biblical times who
have spoken the words of HaShem. We have also had some
questionable, mischievous and evil teachers in both biblical and post
biblical times who claim to speak the words of HaShem, but when put
under the spotlight of Torah are found wanting and are but wolves in
sheep’s clothing.
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We do not want a “wolf” to teach us the wisdom of HaShem, we want a
true and trustworthy Shepherd to teach and guide us so that we can
become the enlightened people that HaShem has ordained us to be.
“The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by
understanding He established the heavens. By His
knowledge the deeps were broken up, and the skies drip
with dew. My son, let them not depart from your sight; keep
sound wisdom and discretion, so they will be life to your
soul, and adornment to your neck. Then you will walk in
your way securely and your foot will not stumble” Proverbs
3:19-23 [NASB]
May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach
be with you from this day forth.
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This and that …

Why Do Jews Put Stones on Graves?
Learn the reasons for this distinctive mourning practice.
The Jewish tradition of leaving stones or pebbles on a grave is an ancient one, and its origins
are unclear. It is a custom or tradition, rather than a commandment, and over time many
interpretations have been offered for this practice.

Common Explanations for This Custom
Warning To Kohanim (Jewish Priests)
During the times of the Temple in Jerusalem, Jewish priests (kohanim) became ritually impure if they
came within four feet of a corpse. As a result, Jews began marking graves with piles of rocks in order
to indicate to passing kohanim that they should stay back.

To Keep the Soul in This World
The Talmud mentions that after a person dies her soul continues to dwell for a while in the
grave where she was buried. Putting stones on a grave keeps the soul down in this world,
which some people find comforting. Another related interpretation suggests that the stones
keep demons and golems from getting into the graves.
Stones Last Longer Than Flowers
Flowers, though beautiful, will eventually die. A stone will not die and can symbolize the
permanence of memory and legacy.
A Hebrew Pun
Rabbi Simkha Weintraub, rabbinic director of the New York Jewish Healing Center offered
another traditional interpretation: “The Hebrew word for ‘pebble’ is tz’ror – and it happens
that this Hebrew word also means ‘bond.’ When we pray the memorial El Maleh
Rahamim prayer (and at other times) we ask that the deceased be ‘bound up in the bond of
life’ – tz’ror haHayyim. By placing the stone, we show that we have been there, and that the
individual’s memory continues to live on in and through us.”
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Many people take special care in choosing a stone to put on the grave of a loved one. It may
be a stone from a place that was significant to the deceased, a stone that was chosen at an
event during which the deceased was especially missed, or simply an interesting or
attractive rock. Because there is no commandment to fulfill here, placing a stone on a grave
is an opportunity for you to create your own ritual, or do things in the way that feels most
meaningful to you.

Prayer Points

Aspiration and Restraint
The Bible seeks to guide us to live well but is animated by a belief in something
greater than this world.
The scholar of ancient Greek thought, F. Cornford, summarized Socrates’ claim to greatness as
twofold. First, because of his discovery of the soul, and second, because Socrates fashioned a
morality of spiritual aspiration to take the place of the morality of social restraint. Before him,
the Sophists and others explained how to limit oneself and live in harmony with what existed.
Socrates, according to Cornford, reached far beyond that.
As we read the Torah, we see that the biblical characters indeed embody both ideals — that of
social restraint and spiritual aspiration. The laws of the Bible are intended to guide one to live
well with other human beings and with the world. Yet it is animated by a belief in something
greater than the world. The Torah depicts souls that yearn for something greater, for a connection
to God.
The Bible does not fashion philosophic justifications for its directives. The characters seem far
less self-conscious than the ancient Greeks. But in figures like Abraham, 1,000 years before
Socrates, we see a noble soul aspiring for something higher than human beings had ever known.
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Hebrew - ִע ְב ִרי
Word (s) of the Week

יום, שָׁ בּוע
Sha-vu-ah Yom
A week, a day
Great One Liners
Puns, Witticisms & Laughs Galore
We all get heavier as we get older because there’s a
lot more information in our heads. That’s my story
and I’m sticking to it.
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This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup

Sunken Plum Cake Recipe
A sweet, versatile cake for end of summer and the holidays.
Ingredients
•

½ cup (1 stick) vegan butter or unsalted butter, at room
temperature

•

½ cup sugar

•

¼ cup honey

•

2 large eggs, at room temperature

•

2 tsp pure vanilla extract

•

½ tsp freshly grated ginger

•

1¼ cup all-purpose flour or gluten free all-purpose flour

•

1½ tsp baking powder

•

½ tsp ground cardamom

•

¼ tsp salt if using unsalted butter, pinch of salt if using vegan butter

•

4-5 plums, halved, pitted and sliced ¼” thick

•

Turbinado/raw sugar, for sprinkling on top
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•

¼ cup honey for the glaze (optional)

Directions

1. Preheat the oven to 350°F.
2. Grease and line a 9” springform pan with parchment paper, or you
can also make this in a 9” x 9” baking dish.
3. Cream together vegan butter/butter and sugar until light and fluffy,
about 3-4 minutes, using either a handheld mixer or stand mixer
with the paddle attachment.
4. Add the honey to the sugar mixture and mix until well
incorporated.
5. Add the eggs, vanilla, and freshly grated ginger and mix until they
are also well incorporated.
6. Sift the flour, baking powder, salt, and cardamom together. Slowly
add the dry ingredients to the wet ingredients and mix until just
incorporated. Be careful not to over-mix.
7. Pour the batter into the lined and greased cake pan. Add the sliced
plums on top of the cake, they will sink as they bake. Top the cake
with a generous sprinkling of Turbinado/raw sugar, or regular sugar
if you don’t have raw sugar.
8. Bake 35-40 minutes, or until a cake tester comes out clean when
tested in the center of the cake.
9. If desired, you can brush honey on top of the cake once it has
cooled: heat ¼ cup of honey until just warm, and then brush it over
the cake.
10.
Serve topped with whipped cream or ice cream. Can be made
a day in advance.
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Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal
Link.
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