TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
for 10-15-22 SUKKOT
Ministry News
IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY.
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052.
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to
put this Newsletter together.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role.
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs.
We now have an Affiliate in Australia.

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP…
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn.
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information.
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let
me know and I will send him the information.
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etzchayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.
We thank you for your support.
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua,
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

General News
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH.
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL.
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH,
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE
PORTIONS…

MESSAGE FOR 10-15-22
We are in the middle of the
Biblical Festival of Sukkot
There is no regular Torah Portion when a Biblical
Festival falls out on a weekly Shabbat
Message for 10/17/97
Sukkot – Feast of Tabernacles
Numbers 29:12-16
Zechariah 14:1-21
Revelation 14:1; 20:7-9; 20:11-15; 22:14; 22:16-17
Numbers 29:12-16
On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, there shall be a holy convocation for you; you
shall do no laborious work; you shall celebrate a festival to the Lord for a seven-day
period. You shall offer a burnt-offering, a fire-offering, a satisfying aroma to the Lord:
thirteen young bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs in their first year; they shall be
unblemished. And their meal-offering: fine flour mixed with oil—three tenth-ephah for
each bull of the thirteen bulls; two tenth-ephah for each ram of the two rams; and one
tenth-ephah for each lamb of the fourteen lambs. One male of the goats for a sinoffering, aside from the continual burnt-offering with its meal-offering and its libation.
Sukkot is marked by a unique command to "live" in the Sukkah, a hut-like structure built
outdoors. We eat our meals in the Sukkah, and many sleep in the Sukkah as well. The
Sukkah is meant to be our dwelling place for the duration of the holiday.
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Sukkot marks a change in the mood of the holidays we have during Tishrei. After
completing the High Holidays, holidays of solemnity, we have Sukkot, a holiday on
which we are commanded to rejoice. During Sukkot, we move to a temporary dwelling
outdoors. This move sends a message to us. But what is that message? Turn with me
to Zechariah 14:1-21:
Behold, a day is coming for the Lord, when your spoils will be divided up in your midst. I
will gather all the nations to Jerusalem for the war; the city will be captured, the houses
will be pillaged and the women will be violated; half of the city will go out into exile, but
the rest of the people will not be eliminated from the city. The Lord will go out and wage
war with those nations, as He waged war on the day of battle. His feet will stand on
that day on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount
of Olives will split open at its middle, east to west, [forming] a very wide valley; half
of the mountain will move to the north and half of it to the south. And you will flee to the
valley of the mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azal, and you will
flee as you fled from the earthquake that was in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah. And
the Lord, My God, will come; all of His Holy Ones will be with you. It will be on that
day, the light will not be either very bright or very dim. It will be a unique day; it will be
known as the Lord’s [day], neither day nor night, but it will happen towards evening time
that there will be light. It shall be on that day, spring water will flow out of Jerusalem;
half of it [will flow] to the Eastern Sea and half of it to the Western Sea. This will be in
summer and in winter. The Lord will be King over all the land; on that day the Lord
will be One and His Name will be one. The entire land will change to a plain, from
Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, and (Jerusalem) will become lofty and it will be
settled it its place, from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of the first gate, to the Corner
Gate, and [from] the Tower of Hananel up to the king’s winery. People will live in it, and
there will be no more devastation; and Jerusalem will settle in security. This will be the
plague with which the Lord will strike all the peoples that have organized against
Jerusalem: Each one’s flesh will melt away while he is standing on his feet; each
one’s eyes will melt away in their sockets; and each one’s tongue will melt away
in their mouths. It shall be on that day that there will be a great panic of the Lord
among them; each one will grab the hand of his fellow, and his hand will be raised up
against the hand of his fellow. Also Judah will wage war against Jerusalem; and the
wealth of all the nations all around will be gathered—gold, silver and garments in great
abundance. And similarly will be the plague of the horse, the mule, the camel and the
donkey, all the animals that will be in those camps, just like this plague. It shall be that
all who are left over from all the nations who had invaded Jerusalem will come up every
year to worship the King Lord, Master of Legions, and to celebrate the festival of
Soccot. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the land does not go up to
Jerusalem to bow down before the King, Lord, Master of Legions, there will be no rain
upon them. But if it is the family of Egypt that does not go up and does not come [to
Jerusalem], there will be no [water] for them; the same plague will come to pass with
which the Lord will strike the nations that do not go up to celebrate the festival of
Succot.
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This will be the punishment of the Egyptians and the punishment of all the nations that
will not go up to celebrate the festival of Succot. On that day will be [written] on the
horse’s bells, ‘Holy unto the Lord’; and the pots in the Temple of the Lord will be as
[numerous] as the bowls before the Altar. And it will happen that every pot in Jerusalem
and in Judah will be holy unto the Lord, Master of Legions; all those who sacrifice will
come and take from them and cook in them; and there will no longer be any merchants
in the Temple of the Lord, Master of Legions, on that day.
Revelation 14:1
Then I looked, and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Tziyon…
Revelation 20:7-9
When the thousand years are over, the Adversary will be set free from his prison and
will go out to deceive the nations in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them for the battle. Their number is countless as the sand on the seashore; and
they came up over the breadth of the Land and surrounded the camp of God’s people
and the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and consumed them.
Revelation 20:11-15
Then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it. Earth and heaven fled from
His presence, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, both great and
small, standing in front of the throne. Books were opened; and another book was
opened, the Book of Life; and the dead were judged from what was written in the
books, according to what they had done. The sea gave up the dead in it; and Death
and Sh’ol gave up the dead in them; and they were judged, each according to what
he had done. Then Death and Sh’ol were hurled into the lake of fire. This is the second
death—the lake of fire. Anyone whose name was not found written in the Book of Life
was hurled into the lake of fire.
Revelation 22:14
How blessed are those who wash their robes; so that they have the right to eat from
the Tree of Life and go through the gates into the city!
Genesis 3:24
And having driven out the man, He stationed at the east of the Garden of Eden the
Cherubim and the flame of the ever-turning sword, to guard the way to the Tree of
Life.
Revelation 22:16-17
“I, Y’shua, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the Messianic communities.
I am the Root and Offspring of David, the bright Morning Star. The Spirit and the Bride
say, ‘Come!’ Let anyone who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let anyone who is thirsty come—
let anyone who wishes, take the water of life free of charge.”
We have just celebrated the holidays of Rosh HaShana/Yom Tedruah and Yom Kippur.
On these days, we have spoken about how spiritual matters should be primary in our
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lives. We have dedicated ourselves to serving God instead of our passions. We have
asked forgiveness for our pursuit of earthly pleasures. The Sukkah highlights what we
have just experienced. It reminds us that our life in this world is temporary, just as is our
dwelling in the Sukkah. God is giving us a booster shot so that after the serious times
have slipped away, the Sukkah reminds us about our decision to pursue the spiritual.
When we sit in the Sukkah, we are becoming one with God, and looking to that goal
which is beyond Succot. That goal to eat from the Tree of Life and enter into Jerusalem
to be with God, forever.

We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The reason for
this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional Jewish one. Remember to use
discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as
the Messiah. There are various ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even
that there is no Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the
teachings.
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know the Jewish
thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in our Messiah. For those
who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, because we have seen it over our
lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades.
We have seen a lot and had many discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who
ultimately turned away from Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings.
One does not come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many good
things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. Berachot (Blessings),
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D.

A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH
AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY
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Leviticus 22:26-23:44: Divinely Ordained
Festivals
The Torah reading for the first two days of Sukkot
This portion covers all the “sacred occasions” that are mentioned in the Torah. It is only at the
very end that Sukkot –and its symbols of the sukkah and four species – is mentioned. In the
Reform tradition only the part that specifically focuses on Sukkot ( Leviticus 23:33-44 ) is read on
the holiday.
22:26. The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22:27. When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born, it
shall stay seven days with its mother, and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as an
offering by fire to the LORD. 22:28. However, no animal from the herd or from the flock shall
be slaughtered on the same day with its young. 22:29. When you sacrifice a thanksgiving
offering to the LORD, sacrifice it so that it may be acceptable in your favor. 22:30. lt shall be
eaten on the same day; you shall not leave any of it until morning: I am the LORD. 22:31. You
shall faithfully observe My commandments: I am the LORD. 22:32. You shall not profane My
holy name, that I may be sanctified in the midst of the Israelite people -I the LORD who sanctify
you, 22:33. I who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God, I the LORD.
23:1.
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23:2.
Speak to the Israelite people and say to
them: These are My fixed times, the fixed times of the LORD, which you shall proclaim as sacred
occasions. 23:3.
On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there shall be a
sabbath of complete rest, a sacred occasion. You shall do no work; it shall be a sabbath of the
LORD throughout your settlements. 23:4.
These are the set times of the LoRD, the sacred
occasions, which you shall celebrate each at its appointed time: 23:5.
In the first month, on
the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, there shall be a passover offering to the LORD,
23:6.
and on the fifteenth day of that month the LORD’s Feast of Unleavened Bread. You
shall eat unleavened bread for seven days. 23:7.
The first day shall be for you a sacred
occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. 23:8.
Seven days you shall make offerings
by fire to the LORD. The seventh day shall be a sacred occasion: you shall not work at your
occupations. 23:9.
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23:10. Speak to the Israelite people
and say to them: When you enter the land which I am giving to you and you reap its harvest,
you shall bring the first sheaf of your harvest to the priest. 23:11. He shall wave the sheaf
before the LORD for acceptance in your behalf; the priest shall wave it on the day after the
sabbath. 23:12. On the day that you wave the sheaf, you shall offer as a burnt offering to the
LORD a lamb of the first year without blemish. 23:13. The meal offering with it shall be twotenths of a measure of choice flour with oil mixed in, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the
LORD; and the libation with it shall be of wine, a quarter of a hin. 23:14. Until that very day,
until you have brought the offering of your God, you shall eat no bread or parched grain or
fresh ears; it is a law for all time throughout the ages in all your settlements. 23:15. And from
the day on which you bring the sheaf of wave offering – the day after the sabbath-you shall
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count off seven weeks. They must be complete: 23:16. you must count until the day after the
seventh week-fifty days; then you shall bring an offering of new grain to the LORD. 23:17. You
shall bring from your settlements two loaves of bread as a wave offering; each shall be made of
two- tenths of a measure of choice flour, baked after leavening, as first fruits to the LORD.
23:18. With the bread you shall present, as burnt offerings to the LORD, seven yearling lambs
without blemish, one bull of the herd, and two rams, with their meal offerings and libations, an
offering by fire of pleasing odor to the LORD. 23:19. You shall also offer one he-goat as a sin
offering and two yearling lambs as a sacrifice of well-being. 23:20. The priest shall wave
these-the two lambs together with the bread of first fruits as a wave offering before the LORD;
they shall be holy to the LORD, for the priest. 23:21. On that same day you shall hold a
celebration; it shall be a sacred occasion for you; you shall not work at your occupations. This is
a law for all time in all your settlements, throughout the ages. 23:22. And when you reap the
harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field, or gather the
gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I the LORD am
your God. 23:23. The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23:24. Speak to the Israelite people
thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe complete rest, a
sacred occasion commemorated with loud blasts. 23:25. You shall not work at your
occupations; and you shall bring an offering by fire to the LORD. 23:26. The LORD spoke to
Moses, saying: 23:27. Mark, the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It
shall be a sacred occasion for you: you shall practice self-denial, and you shall bring an offering
by fire to the LORD; 23:28. you shall do no work throughout that day. For it is a Day of
Atonement, on which expiation is made on your behalf before the LORD your God.
23:29. lndeed, any person who does not practice self-denial throughout that day shall be cut
off from his kin; 23:30. and whoever does any work throughout that day, I will cause that
person to perish from among his people. 23:31. Do no work whatever; it is a law for all time,
throughout the ages in all your settlements. 23:32. It shall be a sabbath of complete rest for
you, and you shall practice self-denial; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening
to evening, you shall observe this your sabbath. 23:33. The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
23:34. Say to the Israelite people: On the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be
the Feast of Booths to the LORD, [to last] seven days. 23:35. The first day shall be a sacred
occasion: you shall not work at your occupations; 23:36. seven days you shall bring offerings
by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall observe a sacred occasion and bring an offering
by fire to the LoRD; it is a solemn gathering: you shall not work at your occupations.
23:37. Those are the set times of the LORD which you shall celebrate as sacred occasions,
bringing offerings by fire to the LORD – burnt offerings, meal offerings, sacrifices, and libations,
on each day what is proper to it- 23:38. apart from the sabbaths of the LORD, and apart from
your gifts and from all your votive offerings and from all your freewill offerings that you give to
the LORD. 23:39. Mark, on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered
in the yield of your land, you shall observe the festival of the LORD [to last] seven days: a
complete rest on the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth day. 23:40. On the first
day you shall take the product of hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees,
and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.
23:41. You shall observe it as a festival of the LORD for seven days in the year; you shall
observe it in the seventh month as a law for all time, throughout the ages. 23:42. You shall
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live in booths seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths, 23:43. in order that future
generations may know that I made the Israelite people live in booths when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt, I the LORD your God. 23:44. So Moses declared to the Israelites
the set times of the LORD.

Ezekiel 38:18-39:16: The Destruction of Gog
The haftarah (prophetic reading) for Shabbat that falls on the
intermediate days of Sukkot
The message of this haftarah is the destruction of the mythic enemy of Israel, Gog. It is taken to
be a message heralding the ultimate redemption, relating to a recurring theme of Sukkot, as
seen in the haftarah for the first day of the holiday. Reform congregations read the haftarah
through verse 39:7.
38:18. On that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil of Israel- declares the Lord GOD — My
raging anger shall flare up. 38:19. For I, have decreed in My indignation and in My blazing
wrath: On that day, a terrible earthquake shall befall the land of Israel. 38:20. The: fish of the
sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that move on the ground,
and every human being on earth shall quake before Me. Mountains shall be overthrown, cliffs
shall topple, and every wall shall crumble to the ground. 38:21. Iwill then summon the sword
against him throughout My mountains — declares the Lord GOD — and every man’s sword
shall be turned against his brother. 38:22. I will punish him with pestilence and with
bloodshed; and I will pour torrential rain, hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his hordes
and the many peoples with him. 38:23. Thus will I manifest My greatness and My holiness,
and make Myself known in the sight of many nations. And they shall know that I am the LORD.
39:1.
And you, O mortal, prophesy against Gog and say: Thus said the Lord GOD: I am going
to deal with you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal! 39:2.
I will turn you around
and drive you on, and I will take you from the far north and lead you toward the mountains of
Israel. 39:3.
I will strike your bow from your left hand and I will loosen the arrows from
your right hand. 39:4.
You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your battalions
and the peoples who are with you; and I will give you as food to carrion birds of every sort and
to the beasts of the field, 39:5.
as you lie in the open field. For I have spoken-declares the
Lord GOD. 39:6.
And I will send a fire against Magog and against those who dwell secure in
the coastlands. And they shall know that I am the LORD. 39:7.
I will make My holy name
known among My people Israel, and never again will I let My holy name be profaned. And the
nations shall know that I the LORD am holy in Israel. 39:8.
Ah! it has come, it has
happened-declares the Lord GOD: this is that day that I decreed. 39:9.
Then the inhabitants
of the cities of Israel will go out and make fires and feed them, with the weapons –shields and
bucklers, bows and arrows, clubs and spears; they shall use them as fuel for seven years.
39:10. They will not gather firewood in the fields or cut any in the forests, but will use the
weapons as fuel for their fires. They will despoil those who despoiled them and plunder those
who plundered them — declares the Lord GOD. 39:11. On that day I will assign to Gog a
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burial site there in Israel — the Valley of the Travelers, east of the Sea. It shall block the path of
travelers, for there Gog and all his multitude will be buried. It shall be called the Valley of Gog’s
Multitude. 39:12. The House of Israel shall spend seven months burying them, in order to
cleanse the land; 39:13. all the people of the land shall bury them. The day I manifest My
glory shall bring renown to them –declares the Lord GOD. 39:14. And they shall appoint men
to serve permanently, to traverse the land and bury any invaders who remain above ground, in
order to cleanse it. The search shall go on for a period of seven months. 39:15. As those who
traverse the country make their rounds, anyone of them who sees a human bone shall erect a
marker beside it, until the buriers have interred them in the Valley of Gog’s Multitude.
39:16. There shall also be a city named Multitude. And thus the land shall be cleansed.
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From the Desk of
Rabbi Philip Hammond
WORDS OF WISDOM.
Chapter Four.
There is little else that affects your quality of life to the extent that your
family environment does. Strong healthy families have as the foundation
a strong, happy, healthy marriage. Parents that are united and happy in
their relationship transfer to a happy healthy childhood. Having a healthy
happy childhood provides a strong foundation to becoming good stable
parents and thus the pattern is formed. The reverse is also true.
Unstable, unhealthy, unhappy families produce unhealthy, unhappy,
unstable children. Unfortunately, this then becomes the pattern, and
sadly we witness this fact in our societies every day. None the less we
do witness strong, happy, healthy families as well, that give hope
amongst the many challenges our societies face.
“As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom he loves,
you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another;
forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against
another. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the
same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And
may the peace of Moshiach reign in your hearts, because it is
for this that you were called together in one body. Always be
thankful. Let the word of Moshiach, in all its richness, find a
home with you. Teach each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude
in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to
God; and whatever you say or do, let it be in the name of the
Lord Yeshua, in thanksgiving to God the Father through
him.” Colossians 3:12-17 [NJB]
These are very important words of encouragement that we should
ponder and absorb. These words are for those who are the chosen of
HaShem, a set apart people whom HaShem loves. If any reading this
believe themselves to be amongst the chosen of HaShem, then these
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words are for you. This carries great responsibility and means we must
be not only seen as a set apart [Holy] people, but we must act as a set
apart people. We must strive to mirror the conduct and patterns of
HaShem and Moshiach Yeshua.
One of the challenges we face is trying to achieve consistency in
conduct. This is not easy, and we should not dismiss the challenge. Even
King Dovid, a man after God’s own heart, had trouble being consistent in
his conduct. Yet at the same time we can be encouraged by the
relationship between HaShem and King Dovid. Keeping our hearts and
minds focused on the “things” of HaShem is crucial if we are to achieve
consistency in our behaviour and conduct. Doing the simple such as
singing songs and psalms that glorify HaShem helps to keep us focused
and consistent. We must associate with those who will teach us the
Torah of Moshe as this is the rich Word of Moshiach that changes our
hearts and seeks a home within us. Not only is consistency of behaviour
import in our relationship with HaShem, but it is crucial in our family
relationships. Just as we have trouble in being balanced and consistent
with our Father in heaven, most have trouble in being balanced and
consistent with our spouses, children and parents. We tell our children
not to lie; then tell them to believe in Santa Clause. Take a moment to
consider the lies Christian leaders tell their people regarding biblical
matters. Was Yeshua HaMoshiach born on the 25th of December? Is
Sunday the biblical Sabbath? Will purchasing indulgences save a soul?
These are just a few of the lies people are told with supposed authority.
Present day Judaism has its fair share of deceptions and lies as well.
This is of no surprise, and it certainly doesn’t take HaShem by surprise,
but we should endeavour to remove this pattern of deception from our
lives. The bottom line is that people are being deceived and with this
deception comes a damaged relationship with HaShem. A damaged
relationship with HaShem results in a lack of wisdom, as it is only
HaShem that provides perfect wisdom. The other concerning factor with
these ongoing deceptions is that it can form unhealthy patterns. We have
a hard-enough time keeping to the “straight and narrow” at the best of
times, let alone having the influence of condoned deceptions. I ask the
question: Did Yeshua ever deceive anyone? What advice would Yeshua
give regarding these deceptions found within Christianity and Judaism?
Would Yeshua and does Yeshua condone deception among His people?
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Would Yeshua counsel parents, spouses and children to deceive one
another?
Sha’ul tells us to “let the Word of Moshiach, in all its richness, find a
home with you”. I suggest the Word of Moshiach is not a Word of lies
and deception. The Word of Moshiach results in healthy behaviours and
patterns, not unhealthy ones. The Word of Moshiach enriches
relationships and teaches about “biblical love” as against the present day
understanding of love. The Word of HaShem makes us better parents,
spouses and children.
We should try and saturate ourselves with the Word of HaShem as we
strive to improve our lives in this world surrounded by darkness. We
have a responsibility to not only improve our own lives, but the lives of
our families and communities, especially the communities of the nation of
Israel. We do this by furthering our education about the Torah of Moshe
and the Word of Moshiach, building up our faithfulness to HaShem. True
love is the stable foundation for faithfulness, and we would be wise to
learn about it.
“Let faithful love and constancy never leave you; tie them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Thus,
you will find favour and success in the sight of God and people.
Trust wholeheartedly in HaShem, put no faith in your own
perception; acknowledge him in every course you take, and He
will see that your paths are smooth. Do not congratulate
yourself on your own wisdom, fear HaShem and turn your back
on evil: health-giving, this, to your body, relief to your
bones.” Proverbs 3:3-8 [NJB]
May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach
be with you!
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This and that …

9 Jewish Things About Pomegranates
Why this ancient fruit is a Jewish symbol.
Images of pomegranates are mainstays of Rosh Hashanah cards, Jewish jewelry and a range
of Jewish ritual objects, and the fruit itself makes frequent appearances in Jewish cuisine. But
what’s so Jewish about this ancient treat? Quite a lot!
1. The Pomegranate Is One of Israel’s “Seven Species.”
The pomegranate is one of the seven species of Israel (along with wheat, barley, grapes, figs,
olives, and dates) listed in the Torah in Parashat Eikev ( Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 ).
2. Pomegranates Traditionally Symbolize Fertility and Love.
In Jewish tradition, pomegranates are a symbol of fertility and love, winning them frequent
mention in, among other biblical texts, the Song of Songs. For example ( Song of Songs 4:3 ):
“Your lips are like a crimson thread; your mouth is lovely. Your brow behind your veil
[gleams] like a pomegranate split open.”
3. Pomegranates Decorate Many Torah Scrolls.

Rimonim (pomegranate-shaped ornaments) top this Torah scroll. (Israel Defense Forces/Flickr)

The decorative ornaments at the top of many Ashkenazi Torah scroll covers are often
shaped like pomegranates and are called rimonim, the Hebrew word for pomegranate.
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4. Pomegranates Are Part of the Sephardic Rosh Hashanah Seder.

(Avi Deror/Wikimedia)

The pomegranate is one of several symbolic foods incorporated into the Rosh
Hashanah seder, a Sephardic ritual. Before eating the pomegranate seeds, Jews traditionally
say, “May we be as full of mitzvot (commandments) as the pomegranate is full of seeds.”
5. A Pomegranate Is Often the “New Fruit” on the Second Night of Rosh Hashanah.

(Julien Menichini/Wikimedia Commons)

Many Jews use pomegranates on the second night of Rosh Hashanah, for the custom of
saying a blessing over a “new fruit,” one that people have not eaten in a long time.
6. Pomegranate Seeds Are Associated With the 613 Mitzvot (Commandments).
The pomegranate is often said to have 613 seeds, corresponding to the 613 mitzvot (plural
of mitzvah ) derived from the Bible. While this is not actually true (the number of seeds in
each pomegranate varies widely), some have theorized that this belief stems from a
misinterpretation of a passage in the Gemara ( Berachot 4 ), which concludes that even “the
empty ones among the Jews are full of mitzvot like a pomegranate is [full of seeds.]”
7. Pomegranates Continue to Grow in Israel.
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Pomegranates have been cultivated in Israel (and throughout the Middle East) for thousands
of years, and they continue to grow there in abundance. When pomegranates are in season,
fresh-squeezed pomegranate juice is available in kiosks throughout the country. According
to the Israeli Agriculture International Portal, Israel harvests approximately 60,000 tons of
the fruit annually, of which about half are earmarked for export.
8. Pomegranates Are Frequently Mentioned in Jewish Texts.

Pomegranates make frequent appearances in the Bible and Talmud, including:
•

•
•

In Parashat Sh’lach ( Numbers 13:1-15:41 ) in the Torah, a pomegranate is one of
the items brought back by the 12 spies when they return from scouting out the Land
of Canaan.
Images of pomegranates adorn the robes of the high priest, as described in Parashat
Tetzaveh ( Exodus 27:20 – 30:10 ) of the Torah.
In one story in the Talmud, the wife of a rabbi (Hiyya Bar Ashi) tests him by disguising
herself as a prostitute and then seducing him, demanding he pay her with a freshly
picked pomegranate. ( Kiddushin 81b )

9. Pomegranates Are Found on Ancient Judean Coins.
An image of a pomegranate decorated some ancient Jewish coins, including a recently
discovered one from the era of the Bar Kochba revolt (second century CE).
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Prayer Points

What Happens in Synagogue on Sukkot
Highlights of the Sukkot Prayer Service
Communal Morning Prayer Service
Sukkot morning prayer services traditionally have a similar structure to Shabbat services. They
begin with the morning prayer service, Shacharit, continuing to a Torah service and, depending
on the type of synagogue and denomination, concluding prayers.
Many congregations will use nusah, or prayer melodies, that are sung only on Sukkot.
During the service there are also several additional components that are specific to Sukkot.

Lulav and Etrog
A major focus of public worship on Sukkot is the waving of the “four species” during communal
prayer services. The origin of this custom is a verse in the Torah, according to which the
Israelites are commanded to “take the produce of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, boughs
of leafy trees, and willows of the brook and you shall rejoice before Adonai your God seven
days” ( Leviticus 23:40 ).
The rabbinic tradition understood this to mean that one should acquire a lulav and an etrog. A
lulav is a palm branch; the branch is placed in a holder together with sprigs of myrtle
(aravot) and willow branches (hadasim). These three are collectively referred to as the lulav,
since the palm is the dominant feature. The etrog is a variety of citrus fruit also known as a
citron.
The lulav and etrog are picked up and symbolically waved at different parts of the morning
service. When they are all held together and shaken in prayer they are viewed as fulfilling the
verse in the book of Psalms (Chapter 35:10) , which declares that “All of my bones shall
proclaim, ‘O Adonai, who is like You?’” (Leviticus Rabbah 30:14 ). In this manner, it is symbolic
of devoting one’s entire body to the worship and praise of God.
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Hallel and Hoshanot
The lulav and etrog are picked up and blessed for the first time during the synagogue services at
the beginning of a section of prayers called Hallel, or Psalms of Praise ( Psalms 113-118 ). The
lulav and etrog are held in one’s hands throughout the joyous singing and recitation of these
psalms and are waved in the six directions at three different points in the chanting of these
psalms.
The lulav and etrog are set aside during the reading of the Torah but picked up again toward
the end of the morning synagogue services for a unique ritual called the Hoshanot. The Hebrew
word hoshanah means “please save (us)” and is a series of as many as seven liturgical poems
calling upon God to rescue and redeem the Jewish people, primarily by sending rain.
To demonstrate the sincerity and seriousness of the worshippers, the Ark is opened and a
Torah is removed from the ark. In a further bid to gain divine favor, everyone carrying a lulav
and etrog joins a procession that circles the inside of the sanctuary of the synagogue, chanting
and waving his or her lulav and etrog. This procession circling the sanctuary is called
a hakkafah (“circling”). A different hoshanah prayer is recited every day of the festival.

Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)
Many communal Sukkot prayer services include a reading from Kohelet, or Ecclesiastes, during
a Sukkot service in the morning or evening. The book is found in the Writings section of the
Bible.
Kohelet, the authorship of which is commonly attributed to King Solomon, was chosen as a
reading because of its linked themes with Sukkot. As Kohelet talks about the futility of life and
the transience of existence, the sukkah is a temporary dwelling that can remind people that
nothing is permanent.
The book, chanted like a Torah portion, takes about twenty to thirty minutes overall. Some
congregations do not read Kohelet, or just read selected passages.

Hoshanah Rabbah and Shemini Atzeret
The seventh day of Sukkot is a semi-holiday in its own right. Still counted among the days of hol
hamo’ed (intermediate days of the festival), this day is called, Hoshanah Rabbah or the “great
hoshanah.” Hoshanah Rabbah was viewed by the rabbis as a mini-Yom Kippur, a day on which
the entire Jewish community is judged by God to be worthy or not of the seasonal rains.
All seven hoshanot prayers are recited in seven processions around the sanctuary. At the
conclusion of this, a special ritual is conducted in which the branches of the willow are struck
upon the ground. This is a symbolic attempt to rid ourselves of any remaining sins (the leaves
representing these transgressions) that might influence God’s decision to send the seasonal
rains. For many Jews, Hoshanah Rabbah is the last day one shakes the lulav and etrog and
dwells in the Sukkah (though a number of traditional Jews continue to dwell in the sukkah
18

through Shemini Atzeret). On the evening following Hoshanah Rabbah begins the festival
of Shemini Atzeret.

Hebrew - ִע ְב ִרי
Word (s) of the Week

ַ ַ֧חג ַה ֻּס ּ֛כֹות
Chag Ha-Sukkot
Festival of Sukkot

Great One Liners
Puns, Witticisms & Laughs Galore
Who stopped payment on my reality check?
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This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup

How to Make Perfect Cheesecake 5 Ways
Cheesecake is the iconic Shavuot dessert, as sacrosanct as a
Hanukkah latke or Passover matzah ball.
Unfortunately, cheesecake is one of those deceptively simple recipes, the kind that requires
some tips and techniques to get right. Also, not everyone agrees on what makes a
cheesecake perfect. Some like it dense, others, fluffier. Purists say it should be simple, but
lots of people prefer it fancy, with flavors, textures and toppings.
Long ago I created a basic batter that works for almost any type of cheesecake you can
imagine. In our family we prefer a dense, rich, creamy version so I use all cream cheese. But
sometimes I make a slight change to lighten it up (using one cup of ricotta cheese to replace
8 ounces of the cream cheese in my recipe). We like it slightly tangy too, so I usually include
sour cream (or unflavored Greek yogurt). But if I don’t have either of those in my fridge, I
substitute with an additional 1/2 cup of cream and add a tablespoon of flour to bind the
batter together better.

20

This basic batter is amazingly versatile. You can use it to concoct all sorts of fabulous
variations – strawberry-topped or chocolate or pumpkin and even elaborate versions such
as “turtle” cheesecake. Here are some of my favorite adaptations:
Chocolate Cheesecake: add 10 ounces melted, cooled semisweet chocolate to the batter.
Half-and-Half Cheesecake: add 5 ounces melted chocolate to half the batter, spoon the
chocolate batter into the pan, then carefully spoon the vanilla batter on top.
Pumpkin Cheesecake: replace white sugar with brown sugar; omit the sour cream and
replace with 3/4 cup mashed pumpkin (canned is fine); stir in 1-1/2 tsp ground cinnamon, 1
tsp grated nutmeg, one teaspoon ground ginger and one tsp grated orange peel to the
batter.
Berry topped cheesecake: place whole berries on top of cooled cake, brush with melted
apricot preserves or currant jam.

“Turtle” cheesecake: omit the graham cracker coating for the pan. Instead, make a bottom
crust by combining 1 cup crushed graham crackers with 1/4 cup brown sugar, then work in
4 Tbsp butter until crumbly. Press into the pan and bake (no need for the second pan yet)
for 10-12 minutes. Spoon in the basic batter and bake as in the basic recipe. Let the cake
cool.
For the top: heat 1/4 cup cream until hot, add 3 ounces chopped chocolate and stir until
melted. Let cool slightly and spread over cool cake. Scatter 2 Tbsp chopped nuts on top.
Optional: pour caramel sauce on top of cut slices of cake.
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Basic Cheesecake Recipe
Ingredients

1-1/2 tsp butter or margarine
1/3 cup graham cracker crumbs (approximately)
1-1/2 pounds cream cheese (3–8-ounce packages)
1 cup sugar
1-1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 cup dairy sour cream or unflavored yogurt
1/3 cup cream (whipping cream or half and half)
4 large eggs

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Spread the butter on the bottom and sides
of a 9-inch springform pan. Sprinkle the inside of the pan with the graham
cracker crumbs. Shake the pan to coat the bottom and sides of the pan
completely.
Beat the cream cheese in the bowl of an electric mixer set at medium speed
for 1-2 minutes or until the cheese has softened and is smooth. Gradually add
the sugar and beat for 2-3 minutes or until the mixture is smooth, scraping
down the sides of the bowl occasionally with a rubber spatula. Add the vanilla
extract, sour cream and whipping cream and beat for one minute or until the
batter is smooth.
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Add the eggs one at a time, beating after each addition to incorporate them.
Pour the batter into the prepared pan.
Place the springform pan inside a larger pan. Fill the larger pan with enough
hot water to come at least 1-inch up the sides of the baking dish.
Bake the cake for 65-75 minutes or until the top of the cake is tanning lightly.
Remove the springform pan from the water and let the cake cool in the pan.
When the cake has reached room temperature, refrigerate it at least 4 hours
or until it is thoroughly chilled. Remove the sides of the pan to serve.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal
Link.
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