Tree of Life NMessianic Ministries

TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
for 5-27-23 SHAVUOT

Ministry News

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@®@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND | WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY.

Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052.
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to
put this Newsletter together.

Donate

visa| IEN BB 2 = Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership



mailto:TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG

from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role.
Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs.
We now have an Affiliate in Australia.

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP...

Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a
group in that area, please let me know and | will send the information to Shawn.
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home
Groups and our help to group leaders.

Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso. If interested let me know and |
will send him the information. Gabriel is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM as is his
Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Torah Assembly.

There is a new Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email
tolmm@etz-chayim.org.

Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho.

Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.

We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua,
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team
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General News

TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. | HAVE TWO NEW
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. TO SEE
MORDECAI'S BOOKS, GO TO: HTTPS://WWW.ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG/SHOP-OUR-
STORE/PRINT-AND-KINDLE-BOOKS/

FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL.

CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE.

WE HAVE 6 PRISON AFFILIATES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.




MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH,
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE
PORTIONS...

Rabbi Mordecai Silver tolmm@etz-chayim.org

MESSAGE FOR 5-27-23
SHAVUOT

Message from 6/13/97
Shavuot — Weeks (Feast)
Ex 19, 20
Deu 15:19-16:17
Eze 1:1-28
Hab 2:20-3:19
Acts 2:1-21

Scripture says the following from Exodus 19:6-8, 16.

And you shall be to Me a reign of priests and a set-apart nation. Those are the
words, which you are to speak to the children of Yisrael. And Mosheh came and
called for the elders of the people and set before them all these words which
Adonai commanded him. And all the people answered together and said, “All
that Adonai has spoken we shall do.”



mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org

16: And it came to be, on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders
and lightning’s, and a thick cloud on the mountain. And the sound of the ram’s
horn was very loud, and all the people who were in the camp trembled.

In Hebrews 12: 18-19 it says: For you have not come to a tangible mountain, to
an ignited fire, to darkness, to murk, to a whirlwind, to the sound of a shofar,
and to a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further message be
given to them.

In Acts 2:1-3 we read: The festival of Shavuot arrived, and the believers all
gathered together in one place. Suddenly there came a sound from the sky like
the roar of a violent wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire, which separated and came to
rest on each one of them.

Now get comfortable and let me share with you a story. A story thousands of
years old and one that is still unfolding.

Shavuot (also called "Weeks," or "Pentecost," among other Bible nicknames) is
the last of the spring feasts, celebrated as one of the three pilgrim festivals (in
Hebrew "shalosh regalim"), and was primarily an agricultural holiday connected
with the peak of the new wheat & barley crop. After the crop was harvested, a
portion was brought to Yerushali'im and offered along with special sacrifices of
thanksgiving at the Temple.

The Torah (Shm'ot [Exodus] 23:16) refers to Shavuot as Hag HaKatsir (the feast of
the harvest) and is observed by offerings of the best ripe produce of the fields.
D'varim (Deut) 16:12 gives the reason for its observance, "you shall remember
that you were slaves in Egypt and follow carefully these decrees."

The Talmud identifies Shavuot with the anniversary of the giving of the Ten
Commandments. The sages, following the biblical account, calculated that the
dates of this festival coincide with the events at Mt. Sinai recorded in Shm'ot.

In synagogues, it is customary to read Megilat Rut (the book of Ruth) who's
setting also takes place in the spring and at harvest time. One of the central
messages of Shavuot, that of voluntarily taking upon oneself the instructions of




God (Torah) is shared in the story of Ruth who expressed her loyalty to the Torah
and to the Jewish people by freely embracing both. Ruth was the ancestor of King
David, and according to the Talmud, David was born and died on Shavuot.

Sleep is the taste of death. In fact, the Talmud tells us that sleep is 1/60th part of
death. Similarly, Shabbat is a "taste" of life, better known as "the World-to-
Come," or in the Hebrew “Olam Habah.” And the “World-to-Come, is better
known to us as the “Messianic Age”. That would make the Shabbat precisely
1/60th of the World-to-Come.

God choose to deliver the Torah at Har (Mt.) Sinai, 50 days after Pesach to
communicate with us the deeper significance of our relationship with him as His
chosen vessels of light to the rest of the world.

As previously mentioned, Shavuot literally means "weeks." Weeks suggests the
interim period of waiting or preparing, which rather than describing its
uniqueness, points to a period which leads up to it, namely the period of 50 days
from Pesach to Shavuot.

In other words, Pesach needs Shavuot. Pesach, you see, is not really a festival
celebrating freedom. The first seder took place in Mitzai'im (Egypt), when the
Hebrew people were still enslaved by the Egyptians and even before the 10th
plague had occurred. Pesach is merely the promise of freedom. And even after
the Jews left Mitzrai'im, it was only an exodus into the desert, which turned out
to be jumping out of the frying pan and into the fire.

The real festival of freedom did not come until Shavuot, when bnei (children)
Israel would stand before God on their wedding day, complete with a canopy-
chupah (Mt. Sinai) and a ketubah (marriage contract), i.e., the Torah, and
stipulations of the covenant.

Even from a spiritual vantagepoint, although Pesach is when God did great
miracles for the Jewish people, demonstrating His love and concern, He did not
yet completely reveal how it was that we should serve Him. It was not until we
received the Torah on Shavuot, that spiritual liberation became a reality, for
freedom is impossible without the Torah.




Thus, Shavuot is the culmination of the time between redemption promised and
redemption realized.

Pesach is when God promised to marry us; Shavuot is the marriage itself. The
seven weeks in between are like the 7 crucial days that a bride-to-be counts in
preparation for her wedding, during which she purifies and readies herself. There
can be no achievement of a goal without such preparation. It requires t'shuva or
repentance — a willingness to turn to God, otherwise the redemption is but an
elusive dream. "Weeks" is a name that speaks of the road, which must be
traveled, which is the preparation for the accomplishment of our goal. The real
test lies in our willingness and ability to count and prepare for the God of
redemption, and to expect His power, as a gift in the form of His Ruach HaKodesh
(Holy Spirit), which will enable us to reach that goal.

Now regarding why God chose to engrave His commands on tablets of stone, the
rabbis interpreted long ago that there are two kinds of letters. Letters, which are
written, and letter which, are engraved. The difference is that written letters are
ultimately separate from what they are written on. They are not one with the
paper or the parchment. The letters are of ink, and they adhere to the paper, and
then are they one.

However, when letters are engraved, the letters themselves are from the same
medium as that on, which they are written. There is no distinction between what
is written and on what it is written. The letters are not something external &
separate, rather they come from the stone itself.

The Torah was given in the form of engraved tablets to teach us that we should
relate to it not as separate from ourselves, but rather as indivisible and identical.
The words of the Torah will one day be engraved in the very fabric of our heart,
not merely embroidered there, as they are today, where they often fade or fray.
They must penetrate to the deepest part of our being. The word in Hebrew for
"engraving" is from the same root as the word for a decree that surpasses human
understanding - chok. Our attitude to the entire Torah should be the same asto a
chok. Even though we don't understand the chok, we still do it because it is the
Will of our Father in Heaven. With this same attitude we should work out our
salvation with fear and trembling -- for no other reason than the fact that they




will someday be engraved on our hearts. The Word of God written in our
innermost being.

From a Jewish point of view, which was the point of view most commonly held in
the days of the Talmidim (disciples), the events of Acts 2 echo what occurred on
Har (Mt.) Sinai, some 1400 years earlier. But it wasn't only a "repeat
performance," it was a sequel -- "Mt. Sinai Il," if you will, and for the Talmidim,
the experience was far better than watching a re-make of Star Wars!

Take a look at verse 3...

3 "And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and
they rested on each one of them."

From these two mountains, Mt. Sinai, and Mt.Tzion, the Lord of all the earth
played out, as if from two grand stages, Israel's greatest revelations. From one
mountain, the Law, our beloved Torah, the very instruction of God was revealed
in booming voices that made Israel tremble. From the other mountain (Tzion),
languages of every region made Israel wonder, as the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit), was given to enable us to keep those instructions.

Shavuot was originally marked as one of the feasts in which Jews were
commanded to come up to Yerushali'im and worship in the Temple, but, as
mentioned before, the most significant element was the commemoration of the
giving of Torah on Mt. Sinai. The dates mentioned in Shm'ot (Exodus) reveal that
Torah was given on Mt. Sinai fifty days after Israel had left Egypt. The instructions,
therefore, that Yeshua left for the Apostles to wait at Mt. Tzion for the Spirit were
not arbitrary, but part of God's larger plan to fulfill prophecy. It was designed so
that the Apostles and all those who were present in the Temple Court that day
would recognize this magnificent re-enactment of the giving of Torah on Mt.
Sinai.

"When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw
the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear." (Shm'ot 20:18).

The other thing that is interesting to note in the text is that in Hebrew, the word
"voices" is plural. "God is one", the Rabbis contended. "How then can He have




more than one voice?" One rabbinical source describes their understanding of the
event -- "They (the voices) were heard by each man according to his capacity, as it
is said, 'The voice of the Lord was heard according to strength.' (Ps 29:4)". What
the people heard was one God, but many voices. This means that everyone heard
the Torah in a way that they could understand it, even though they were a "mixed
multitude"” (Shm'ot 12:38). Contrast this to when men gathered to build the tower
of Babel, without a word from the Lord. Then, they also heard many voices, but
they did not understand, because the voices were their own, and were brought
forth in confused languages.

Now, back in Acts 2, we have:

"And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and
they rested on each one of them."

The term "tongues as of fire" is very similar to the "lightning’s" that the people
saw at Mt. Sinai. What does this show us? Well, for one thing, it shows us the
marvelous way in which God repeated the phenomena of Mt. Sinai in such a way
that the people who looked upon it, would immediately make a connection to
their past and to all that their ancestors saw when the Torah was given. "On that
day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for me when | came out
of Egypt.’ (Shm'ot 8:13).

In other words, the events in Acts were not just some unassociated miracles
without rhyme or reason. When you put all of this together, you come to a very
exciting conclusion, and it’s the very same conclusion that Peter arrived at. "These
men are not drunk, as you suppose.... No, this is what was spoken by the prophet
Yo'el." (Acts 2:15ff). What did Yo'el-Joel prophesy about?

Among other things, Yo'el said that that the Lord is going to do something very
special in one location — Mt. Tzion. "And everyone who calls on the name of the
LORD will be saved; for on Mt. Tzion and in Yerushali'im there will be
deliverance..." (Yo'el 2:32). So we know that the pouring out of the Spirit is related
to Mt. Tzion. But if we can connect Mt. Tzion to Mt. Sinai, we will have come full
circle. And the key to this is found in Yeshayahu (lsaiah) 2:2-3:




"“In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will
stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Ya'acov. He will teach us his
ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The Law will go out from Tzion, the
word of the LORD from Yerushali'im."

So, Mt. Tzion would become the spiritual capital and center of knowledge where
the Remnant would gather for two reasons:

1. It would be the place where the Spirit would be poured out.
2. It would be the place from which the Torah would go forth.

This embodies the Messianic Vision. In place of Mt. Sinai, the Torah now comes
forth from Tzion. And in this second giving of the Torah of God, this time it’s
written upon the hearts of men, instead of upon tablets of stone, by means of the
Holy Spirit.

So, let’s pause for a moment and look at some of the things associated with
Shavuot.

* A "mixed multitude" who came to worship the God of Israel
* Voices and lightning that were seen (and heard)

* A sign of 3000. 3000 died when they rejected the Torah at Mt. Sinai. 3000 lived
when they accepted the Torah through the Spirit on Mt. Tzion.

* Everyone heard in their own language, "speaking of the mighty deeds of God."
in a way which he could understand.

Is it, therefore, any wonder why God choose Shavuot as an everlasting feast to
the people of God, attesting to His faithfulness to call out and redeem a people to
himself, and to do so twice, so that there would be no mistake in the
interpretation?

10




It is also a common misconception from Acts 2 to assume that the location of the
event was in the same "upper room" from chapter 1 verse 13.

The word "house" is used to describe the place where they were sitting, but the
word used in the Greek is not "oikia" meaning house or home, or a place of
dwelling, but "oikon," from "oikos" which is predominately used to mean "the
Sanctuary or House of God, (Matt. 12:4, Matt. 21:13) (W.E. Vines v. 2 p. 236)

The location was therefore not in some upper room where no crowd could
comfortably gather, let alone 120 Believers, but apparently someplace else where
they were all gathered in one place.

1 "And when the day of Pentecost had come they were all together in one
place."

The "some place" is none other than the Mt. HaBayit (Temple Mount) and
specifically in the Temple courtyard. Now with that in mind, lets place this event
into a pictorial context. The day of Pentecost (Shavuot) arrives, as it had for
centuries, since the first Pentecost at Mt. Sinai, when Moshe received the Ten
Commandments.

These men are sitting together, somewhere in the courtyard of the Israelites,
when this awesome sound, like the rushing violent wind of a tornado blasts onto
the Temple Mount and into the Temple courtyard of the Israelites, which is filled
to capacity with men there for the Temple services of Shavuot.

This powerful manifestation of God's Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) as it descends
over this little band of Messianic believers, sitting off by themselves to avoid
persecution from the others on the Temple Mount. Yet, God will not have His
people and word hidden, or placed under the proverbial basket, but to be heard
and seen in its power and glory.

2 "And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind,
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.

So, what filled the place where they were sitting was this mighty roaring sound,
which sounds much like an on-coming roar of a very fast-moving train. The breath
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of life is the same force in Breisheet (Genesis,) of the Spirit of God, at creation. It
was therefore not something imagined or proclaimed to be happening by
someone, but a very powerful event that was completely unmistakable, and
witnessed by thousands.

And, in closing, the rest is history.

We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the
teachings.

We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ,
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them.
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond,
Ph.D.

A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH
AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY
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Shavuot Torah & Haftarah Readings
Revelation is the message.

The rabbis tell us that in every generation, each person should consider himself or herself as
having personally received the Torah on Mount Sinai. One of the highlights of
the Shavuot morning service is the ritual for taking out the Torah.

On both days of Shavuot, two Torah scrolls are removed from the Ark. On the first day, in the
first scroll, we read Exodus 19 and 20, which tell of the giving of the Ten Commandments.
During the reading of the Ten Commandments, the custom in many synagogues is to rise, both
to emphasize the importance of the event and to imitate the experience at Sinai when the Jews
stood to receive God’s revelation. [This is a tradition that dates back to the Temple service.
Those present during the public reading of the Ten Commandments stood for the entire rite.]
The section of the Ten Commandments is read to a special melody, called the “ta’am

elyon,” which is a more dramatic way of reading.

In the second scroll, we read Numbers 28:26-31 , which tells of the special sacrificial offerings
for Shavuot in biblical times. [The second scroll is not read in Reform congregations.]

The haftarah for the first day of Shavuot is | Ezekiel 1:1-28, 3 :12, which contains the prophet’s
most astounding vision of God. Ezekiel describes a remarkable vision of God. He sees a Divine
Throne-Chariot, whose main feature is a group of four-faced living creatures. His appearance of
a manifestation of God connects the haftarahto the Torah reading, where God reveals His will
at Mount Sinai.

The reading for the second day of Shavuot is Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17, which deals with the

laws of tithing, release of debts in the seventh year, the release of slaves every seventh year,
and a detailed description of the three pilgrimage festivals of Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot.
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In the haftarah, from the Book of Habakkuk 2:20-3:19 , Habakkuk pleads with God to
intervene on behalf of his people. He visualizes his petition as granted in a graphic picture of
the march of God and God’s retinue to overthrow the enemy. As in the case of the haftarah for
the first day of Shavuot, this haftarah too is a description of a manifestation of God. For this
reason, and because the language in places recalls the revelation at Sinai, it was chosen as the
haftarah for the second day of Shavuot.

The Yizkor memorial prayer service takes place on the second day of Shavuot in traditional
synagogue settings, and in [most] Reform synagogues and in some Reconstructionist
synagogues on the first and only day of Shavuot.
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From the Desk of
Rabbi Philip Hammond

LIFE IS WHAT IT IS ?7?

“The Price of Misinformation”!

With the wealth of information available to the masses comes the opportunity for
spreading lies and misinformation. The amount of lies and misinformation
circulating the globe is enormous. Lurking behind these lies and misinformation
are those who want to build their own kingdoms through any means possible.
Why else tell a lie and spread misinformation except for self-interest. The root of
spreading these lies and misinformation is the lust for power, money and
prestige. Take the situation regarding Israel. This little nation is the target of
unprecedented lies and misinformation. The present situation in the Middle East
is blamed on Israel by many leaders and commentators throughout the world.
Even the old blood libels are brought back into fashion by the Muslim faithful and
these lies are believed by more than a few. Terrorists who take any opportunity to
kill a Jew in Israel, no matter if it be a woman, child, elderly person or innocent
citizen are called freedom fighters by those who know better. For some reason
Israel is supposed to accept these onslaughts against their citizens that no other
nation on earth would put up with. Israel is painted as the evil occupier and seen
as having no historical claim to its ancient homeland. Instead, the Palestinian lie
has grown legs and is fast driving out the truth. This has grown to the extent that
some now believe Jerusalem is the capital of the so-called Palestinians. The facts
of history are being replaced by the lies and myths of those who are focused on
the destruction of Israel. These lies and misinformation have found a strong
foothold in our Governments and educational institutions. Try holding a pro-Israel

15




meeting in most Western Universities and you will be quickly shut down. It is
bewildering how “intelligent,” well educated men and women in the West can be
deluded into thinking or believing that Islam is a religion of peace. This goes
against every evidence available. Yet as | write this Fox News has released
information regarding an experiment Ami Horowitz carried out at Portland State
University. Ami pretended to represent a group called “American Friends for
Hamas”, and they were raising money in an effort to attack soft targets in Israel
like schools, and cafes in an effort to wipe Israel off the map. It was reported a
number of students made pledges and within approximately one-hour hundreds
of dollars were raised. Tragically this is not an isolated case on University
campuses. This type of behaviour is spreading far and wide. The “educated” elite
are saturating our media outlets with misinformation and lies in an effort to
destroy our Judaic-Christian foundations. The hatred for such is so great these
educated people would rather support those who commit the most atrocious
crimes against humanity. | am staggered by how far the elitist left will go to
placate Muslims, always willing to turn a blind eye to the most horrific crimes.
They refuse to look at the history of the Islamic faith and the foundations it was
built on. For a well-educated person to say with conviction that the likes of Hamas
are more humane and run a better Government and have a better system in place
for humanity than Israel is mind boggling. To even pretend that the likes of Hamas
offer greater opportunity and freedom for its citizens than Israel is beyond belief.

We live in a world that is so full of lies and misinformation that it is almost
impossible to sort through the maze presented to us on a daily basis. Finding
hope is becoming very difficult for our young people, as confusion reigns
supreme. The solid and tested biblical world view is being attacked from every
quarter and with it comes darkness and the rise of evil due to the increase of
lawless societies. We witness the result of this rise in evil every day. If | were to
list the evil committed every day in the world, | would need an army of assistants
to keep the list up to date. There is only one way to turn this around and that is
for all to fall on their knees and seek forgiveness from the God of Israel employing
His instructions for His creation. May God help us all!

Rabbi Philip [Yochanan] Hammond. PhD.

Rabbi Hammond can be contacted at — Philip@etz-chayim.org
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Insights into Judaism

Shavuot commemorates the spring harvest and the giving of the Torah
on Mount Sinai.

Shavuot, the “Feast of Weeks,” is celebrated seven weeks after Passover (Pesach). Since the
counting of this period (sefirat ha-omer) begins on the second evening of Passover, Shavuot
takes place exactly 50 days after the (first) seder. Hence, following the Greek word for “fifty,”
Shavuot is also referred to sometimes as Pentecost. Although its origins are to be found in an
ancient grain harvest festival, Shavuot has long been identified with the giving of

the Torah on Mount Sinai.

Shavuot History

Shavuot combines two major religious observances. First is the grain harvest of the early
summer. Second is the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai seven weeks after the exodus from
Egypt. The first determines the ritual for the holiday, which was one of the three pilgrimage
festivals of ancient Israel, when Israelite males were commanded to appear before God in
Jerusalem, bringing offerings of the first fruits of their harvest. The second determines the
significance of the holiday for Judaism, tying it in with the seminal event of Jewish religious
memory, namely the entering into a covenant between God and Israel, exemplified by Israel’s
assumption of Divine law.

Shavuot at Home

Since Shavuot is an ancient pilgrimage holiday, it is not surprising that its ritual focuses on the
community. Nonetheless, there are a number of customs associated with personal practice.
Chief among them is the eating of dairy products on Shavuot. Although the reasons for this
custom are not completely clear, it has become traditional to eat milk and cheese products as
part of the celebration of Shavuot.
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In the Community

Much of the observance of the holiday centers on the synagogue and its rituals. The special
readings for the holiday include medieval poems (piyyutim) and the Book of Ruth. A number of
reasons are given for the inclusion of the latter. Among them are that the book takes place at
the time of the barley harvest, that Ruth’s assumption of Naomi’s religion reflects the Israelites’
acceptance of the Torah at Sinai, and that King David, who is alleged to have died at this time of
year according to rabbinic tradition, is mentioned at the end of Ruth. Another tradition is to
participate in a Tikkun Leil Shavuot, an all-night study session marking the holiday. And finally,
Shavuot is one of the holidays on which both Hallel, the Psalms of Praise, is recited and Yizkor,
the memorial service, is observed.

Shavuot Themes and Theology
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By associating an ancient holiday of the grain harvest with the exodus from Egypt, Jewish
tradition has imbued Shavuot with religious significance derived from the foundational event in
Jewish historical consciousness. In the specific case of Shavuot, this takes the form of the
entering into a covenant or formal agreement between God and Israel at Mount Sinai. This is a
joyous time, since it is the moment at which God and Israel entered into a figurative marriage
with each other, the hopeful springtime of their relationship.
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PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY

Tikkun Leil Shavuot

The all-nighter is an observance that developed on Shavuot.

Following the Shavuot holiday meal, many people proceed to synagogue for Ma’ariv [the
evening service], followed by an all-night (or into-the-night, as many last only until

midnight) Torah study session based on the kabbalists‘[mystics’] practice. [This specifically
refers to the 16th-century mystics of Safed, Israel, under the leadership of Isaac_Luria. Many
people recite Ma’ariv before the meal, go home to eat, and return to synagogue for the study
session. All in all, Tikkun Leil Shavuot is a relatively recent development.]

We remain awake to show that, unlike the situation of our heavy-lidded ancestors at Sinai,
there is no need to bring us to our senses; we are ready to receive Torah. The tikkun (which
refers both to the study session and to the text used for it) was the only observance developed
specifically for Shavuot. (Although tikkuns were later introduced for Passover and Hoshanah
Rabbah — which is part of Sukkot, the Festival of Booths — this is the one most widely
observed.)

In addition to wanting to compensate for the Israelites, the mystics had the idea that at
midnight the heavens open and favorably receive the thoughts, study, and prayers of those
who remain awake on the anniversary of the Revelation. (Some promoted the legend that, as
on Hoshanah Rabbah, wishes are fulfilled at that moment. The Moroccan Jews believed staying
up all night guaranteed you life for the next year.) It was likened to the hours of preparation
prior to a wedding. The chapter headings in the anthology used for study were said to
represent the jewels used to adorn a bride prior to her marriage, and the tikkun process was
the bedeken ceremony (when the groom verifies the identity of his bride and places the veil
over her face), which precedes the wedding.

Through the ages, scholars have observed the tikkun, but among the learned who knew how to
study traditional text, it was also common to devote the time to Talmud. Today, the tikkun
might consist of a series of seminars on a variety of topics based on ancient or modern texts,
Jewish history, or current events. In Israel, the Western Wall is a popular site for the study
session. In the United States, in addition to communal settings, a tikkun especially for children
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may take place at home, in which age-appropriate books and Bible stories can be the basis for
activities and discussion. (There is no reason a group of adults cannot get together to study in
someone’s home, and while you may not want to do it late at night, there is also no reason it
cannot become an ongoing activity.) Refreshments such as cheesecake and coffee are usually
served. Breakfast might follow a sunrise Shaharit [morning] service for those who participated

in a communal study group.

Hebrew -71Y
Word (s) of the Week

nYaw am

Vi-chag Sha-vu-oht
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot)
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A Taste of Jewish Humor

Maurice has a business appointment, and he arrives a little
early. The receptionist points to a comfortable easy chair and
asks him to be seated for a while. Maurice settles down, picks
up a magazine and tries to read. However, he finds that he
cannot concentrate because he is distracted due to a ruckus
coming from behind one of the doors leading off the reception
area. Maurice goes over to the receptionist and asks, "What's
going on in there?"

She replies, "It's a partners' meeting."
"But why are they shouting at each other?" Maurice asks.

"It's a high stakes battle of wits," she replies.
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Your mind will
always believe
everything
you tell it.
Feed it

‘Feed it truth.
Feed it with
love.

-

This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup

How to Make Perfect Cheesecake

Cheesecake is the iconic Shavuot dessert, as sacrosanct as a Hanukkah
latke or Passover matzah ball.

Basic Cheesecake Recipe

Ingredients
1-1/2 tsp butter or margarine

1/3 cup graham cracker crumbs (approximately)
1-1/2 pounds cream cheese (3-8 ounce packages)

1 cup sugar
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1-1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 cup dairy sour cream or unflavored yogurt
1/3 cup cream (whipping cream or half and half)

4 large eggs

Directions

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Spread the butter on the bottom and sides of a 9-inch
springform pan. Sprinkle the inside of the pan with the graham cracker crumbs. Shake the pan
to coat the bottom and sides of the pan completely.

Beat the cream cheese in the bowl of an electric mixer set at medium speed for 1-2 minutes or
until the cheese has softened and is smooth. Gradually add the sugar and beat for 2-3 minutes
or until the mixture is smooth, scraping down the sides of the bowl occasionally with a rubber
spatula. Add the vanilla extract, sour cream and whipping cream and beat for one minute or
until the batter is smooth.

Add the eggs one at a time, beating after each addition to incorporate them. Pour the batter
into the prepared pan.

Place the springform pan inside a larger pan. Fill the larger pan with enough hot water to come
at least 1-inch up the sides of the baking dish.

Bake the cake for 65-75 minutes or until the top of the cake is tanning lightly. Remove the
springform pan from the water and let the cake cool in the pan. When the cake has reached
room temperature, refrigerate it at least 4 hours or until it is thoroughly chilled. Remove the
sides of the pan to serve.

Donate

vsa| lE BB &2 = Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link.
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Ministry Outreaches
*Prison Outreach
*Weekly Newsletter + more-subscribe (free)
*Become an Affiliate
*Bible Studies and Home groups
*Erev Shabbat and Shabbat Zoom group

Contact us for more info -
tolmm@etz-chayim.org

“Lree of Life Messianic Miniseries

Australia

Wednesday

Shabbat Service )
Saturday 11am 7:00pm [AEST]

[AEST]
Zoom

Philiy Flammond
Phone: 0416087400 o1
61 + 416087400
Philip @ctz-chayim.ovg
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