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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 6-15-24 NASO 

 
 

 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a 501 C-3 non-profit. To 
donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal or Venmo Link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 
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from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 
Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Elder Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso. If interested let me know 
and I will send him the information. Gabriel is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM as 
is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Torah Assembly. 
 
There is a Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email tolmm@etz-
chayim.org. 
 
Elder Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 

 
 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
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mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
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General News 
 
TO SEARCH FOR RABBI SILVER BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV 
MORDECAI SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE 
TWO NEW BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. TO 
SEE MORDECAI’S BOOKS, GO TO: HTTPS://WWW.ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG/SHOP-OUR-
STORE/PRINT-AND-KINDLE-BOOKS/ 
 
RABBI MORDECAI HAS A NEW BOOK AVAILABLE. IT IS A SPANISH TRANSLATION 
OF THE TORAH IS VALID: THE COVENANT OF ISRAEL. IT’S AVAILABLE ON 
AMAZON. 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK, HIS PERFECT GRACE, GO TO AMAZON.COM AS 
WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
 
RABBI PHILIP HAMMOND HAS VIDEO TEACHINGS ON YOU TUBE AT 
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@EMUNAHCENTER-CY9TQ 
 
WE HAVE 6 PRISON AFFILIATES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Mordecai Silver tolmm@etz-chayim.org 
 

MESSAGE FOR 6-15-24 
NASO-ELEVATE 

 
Numbers 4:21-7:89 

Judges 13:2-25 
John 12:20-36 

 
Numbers 6:22-27 
22: The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 23: "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: 
So, shall you bless the Children of Israel, saying to them: 24: 'May the Lord bless 
you and safeguard you. 25: May the Lord illuminate His countenance for you 
and be gracious to you. 26: May the Lord lift His countenance to you and 
establish peace for you.' 27: Let them place My Name upon the Children of 
Israel, and I shall bless them." 
 
Listen to this story and think about what it is saying: 
 "Once upon a time there was a mighty king who had an only son. Wishing 
his son to grow in wisdom and might, he sent him off to explore faraway lands 
and far-flung islands. There the prince was to learn the nature of foreign plants 
and animals and brave dangerous terrain to capture exotic beasts and birds. 
 "One day, the news reached the king that his son, who was then on a 
faraway island, had fallen gravely ill, and that the doctors were unable to find a 
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cure for his illness. The king commanded that a call be issued throughout his 
kingdom: Any man who has knowledge of medicine or can propose a cure for the 
illness of the prince, should come to the royal palace. 
 "All the great doctors, all the famed scholars, were silenced; for they knew 
no remedy nor cure for the illness of the prince.  
 "One day, there arrived a man who told the king that he knew of a proven 
remedy for the illness of the prince. However, this remedy was to be found only in 
an extremely rare and precious stone. Should they find this gem, grind it to the 
finest of powders, mix it with a superb wine, and give it to the prince to drink - he 
would be cured.  
 "The king commanded all the great gemologists of the land to assemble and 
make a thorough search of the royal treasure stores for the gem which the man 
had described.  
 "After inspecting all the king's gems, the experts discovered a stone that 
matched the man's description given. However, the gem they found was the 
centerpiece of the royal crown of the king! 
 "At first, they were overjoyed to discover the gem; but as soon as they 
realized that by removing the stone from the crown - the very crown with which 
their king was coronated - its entire glory would fade, they were extremely 
distressed. Nonetheless, they 
were forced to inform the king that the gem had been found. 
 "The king was overjoyed. He commanded that the gem be extracted, 
ground to a fine powder, and that the potion for his son be quickly prepared. 
 "But at that moment, terrible news reached the royal palace: the prince's 
condition had so deteriorated that his lips were sealed. So ill was the prince that 
he could take nothing, not even liquids, into his mouth. The experts and scholars 
assembled at the palace were certain that, under the circumstances, the king 
would surely direct that the stone is not ground so that the splendor of the royal 
crown could be preserved. 
 "How astounded they were to hear the king instructing them to hurry and 
crush the gem and to prepare the potion as swiftly as possible and pour it into the 
mouth of the prince. Grind, pour, squander the entire gemstone, said the king, 
who knows, perhaps a single drop will enter the mouth of my son and he will be 
healed. 
 "The king's ministers were amazed at the king's decision and pleaded with 
him: At first, when the prince was able to take the cure, it was worthwhile to 
destroy the gem; but now, when his condition is so hopeless that his ability to 
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swallow even a single drop is in question, why ruin the glorious crown of the king, 
the crown by which he assumed his throne? 
 "The king replied to his ministers: If, God forbid, my son will not live, who 
needs the crown? And should he recover, why, the ruined crown will be my 
greatest glory. It will attest to the loyalty of my only son, who risked his life to 
fulfill my will and ascend in wisdom and bravery..." 
 
John 12:20-36 
20: Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greek 
speaking Jews. 
21: They approached Philip, the one from Beit-Tzaidah in the Galil, with a 
request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Y'shua. "22: Philip came and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Y'shua. 23: Y'shua gave them 
this answer: "The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24: Yes, 
indeed! I tell you that unless a grain of wheat that falls to the ground dies, it 
stays just a grain; but if it dies, it produces a big harvest.25: He who loves his life 
loses it, but he who hates his life in this world will keep it safe right on into 
eternal life! 26: If someone is serving me, let him follow me; wherever I am, my 
servant will be there too. My Father will honor anyone who serves me. 27: "Now 
I am in turmoil. What can I say -- 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for 
this very reason that I have come to this hour. I will say this: 28: Father, glorify 
your name!" At this a bat-kol came out of heaven, "I have glorified it before, 
and I will glorify it again!" 29: The crowd standing there and hearing it said that 
it had thundered; others said, "An angel spoke to him." 30: Y'shua answered, 
"This bat-kol did not come for my sake but for yours. 31: Now is the time for this 
world to be judged; now the ruler of this world will be expelled. 32: As for me, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself." 33: He said 
this to indicate what kind of death he would die. 34: The crowd answered, "we 
have learned from the Torah that the Messiah remains forever. How is it that 
you say the Son of Man has to be 'lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?" 35: 
Y'shua said to them, "The light will be with you only a little while longer. Walk 
while you have the light, or the dark will overtake you; he who walks in the dark 
doesn't know where he's going. 36: While you have the light, put your trust in 
the light, so that you may become people of light." Y'shua said these things, 
then went off and kept himself hidden from them. 
 
Numbers 7:89 
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When Moses arrived at the Tent of Meeting to speak with Him, he heard the 
Voice speaking to him from atop the Cover that was upon the Ark of the 
Testimony, from between the two Cherubim, and He spoke to him. 
 

 
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them.  

 
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  

 
 

Parashat Nasso: Summary 



8 
 

God describes the service of the Gershon family of Levites; laws relating to the suspected 
adulteress and the nazirite are given; God tells Moses and Aaron the priestly blessing; the 

heads of tribes bring gifts to the Tabernacle. 

Numbers 4:21 - 7:89  

God told Moses to list the service each family shall undertake for the sake of the community 
and in honor of God. For the sons of Gershon, from 30 years old until 50 years old, their 
communal service shall be to carry all the tapestries and hangings of the Dwelling Place of The 
Testimony. Those sons involved in communal service are numbered as 2,630. 

The sons of Merari, from 30 years old until 50 years old, shall be responsible for all the beams 
and bars and pillars and sockets for the Dwelling Place of The Testimony. They are numbered at 
3,200. 

The sons of the Kehathite, from 30 years old until 50 years old, are counted as 2,750. The sons 
of Levites, from thirty years old until fifty years old, are numbered at 8,580. 

God then spoke to Moses saying: “Command the sons of Israel to send away from the camp 
every leper and everyone who has become unclean. Both male and female shall you send away, 
outside the camp.” And the sons of Israel did so. 

Then God told Moses to tell the Israelites: If a man or a woman commits a sin, any sin against 
man, any sin breaching trust against God, that person shall incur guilt. They must acknowledge 
to themselves the sin that they committed and they must then make restitution for the sin. 

If a man’s wife goes astray sexually with another man other than her husband without being 
forced, then the husband shall bring his wife to the priest and make a meal offering of jealousy, 
and a meal offering of remembrance that recalls the wrongdoing. When the woman 
acknowledges her sin, she shall be made to drink bitter waters that shall make her belly swell 
and her thighs sag and she shall become a curse-word among her people. But if the woman is 
still pure, and has not forfeited her purity, she shall be blessed with offspring. 

When anyone, man or woman, makes a resolve to take the vow of a Nazir, to elevate oneself 
temporarily to a position akin to that of a priest, then he or she must fulfill many obligations. 
They must not drink wine, nor anything prepared from the wine-producing grapevine. No razor 
shall come upon his head, nor shall they come in contact with the dead. All the days of his 
Nazirship, he is holy to God. If someone dies very suddenly beside him, he shall shave his head 
on the day he regains his purity. Sacrifices with the priest shall be made and offerings given to 
God to regain this purity. 

God then tells Moses to have Aaron bless the sons of Israel by saying, “’May God bless you and 
keep you. May God illuminate the Almighty Countenance for you and favor you. May God lift up 
God’s Countenance toward you and establish peace for you.’ They shall place My Name upon 
the sons of Israel; and as for Me, I shall bless them.” 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Moses.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/Who_is_a_Jew/Types_of_Jews/Levite.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/539_BCE-632_CE/Palestine_Under_Persian_Rule_I/Palestine_Under_Persian_Rule_II/Second_Temple/Sacrifices.shtml
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It came to pass even on the day when Moses has finished setting up the Dwelling Place and 
sanctified and anointed it that the heads of the tribes brought near offerings before God. These 
offerings include money, animals, flour, incense, gold, and silver. 
And when Moses went into the Tent of Appointed Meeting to speak with God, Moses heard the 
voice from above the cover that was upon the Ark of the Testimony, from between the two 
cherubim. 

Parashat Nasso Discussion Questions: 
1. What do you think God’s voice sounds like when it comes from the Ark of the Testimony? 
Can you hear God’s voice? What does God’s voice sound like to you? 

2. Why do you think women were not counted among the tribes? If a counting was made today, 
do you think it would include women? Why or why not? 

3. Both woman and men could become a Nazarite by making resolve to take the vow to follow 
specific, almost priestly, rules. What does this teach us about spiritual equality? 

Haftarah for Naso 
The birth of Samson. 

Judges 13:2-25 

The Torah portion of Naso introduces the concept of the Nazirite, a person who takes a voluntary vow 
not to consume grape products (including wine) or cut his or her hair. The haftarah tells the story of the 
birth of Samson, the Bible’s most famous Nazirite. 

The haftarah begins by introducing a couple from the tribe of Dan who are unable to have a baby. One 
day, an angel visits the woman. He tells her that she will soon be pregnant and warns her not to drink 
alcohol or to eat anything unclean, because “from the womb he is God’s” (13:5). The angel explains that 
the baby boy who will be born will be a Nazirite and prophecies that he will free Israel from the 
oppressive Philistine rule. The angel also issues a warning regarding the boy: his hair shall never be cut 
for as long as he lives. 

The woman, scared, runs to tell her husband about the celestial visit. After hearing about it, the 
husband, Manoah, prays to God: “Please let Your messenger return to us and teach us how to bring up 
our child” (13:8). Upon hearing his prayers, the angel appears again. Manoah questions him further, and 
the angel relates the laws of the Nazirite, which he orders Manoah’s wife to obey: “She must eat 
nothing that comes from a grapevine, she must not drink wine or beer, she must eat nothing unclean” 
(13:14). 

Manoah offers to prepare a meal of fresh goat for the angel. “Even if you were to detain me,” the angel 
tells Manoah, “I could not eat your food. If you want to make a burnt-offering, offer it up to the Eternal” 
(13:16). So, as the angel suggested, Manoah builds a fire and sacrifices the goat. As the flames rise, the 
angel goes up with them. 
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Manoah is shocked by the experience. He tells his wife: “We shall surely die, because we have seen a 
divine being!” (5:22). But his wife knows better and tells him that, had God wanted them dead, God 
would have killed them. Later, she gives birth to a boy and names him Samson. 

The boy–the haftarah concludes, with a note of hope–has the blessing of God from his birth. 

 

 

 
From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond. Ph.D. 
 

Rabbi Hammond can be contacted at – Philip@etz-chayim.org 

 

                
  Home is where the heart is  a ributed to Pliny the Elder,  oman
author, naturalist, philosopher and commander of army and navy 
 CE 23    

mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org%0d
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 I am absolutely con dentthat the Creator of heaven and earth
 YH H  is calling His children home. The shofar is sounding loudly.
Will we take any no ce?

 There is no doubt we have been wayward children individually and
na onally.

 House holds or homes can be very di erent in how they operate.
Even those homes who profess biblical faith, operate very di erently.
Some households you may be pleased to reside in, others you would
be very hesitant to reside in.

 This weeks Parasha shows some very confused, and not so healthy
households. Children behaving badly, and not showing respect for
their household, and indeed their father  acob.  et s remind ourselves
of the situa on in  acobs home 

                
 3 Now  acob dwelled in the land where his father had so ourned, in the land of Canaan.

2 These are the genealogies of  acob. When  oseph was 1  years old (he was a youth), he
was shepherding the  ocks with his brothers with the sons of his father s wives Bilhah
and  ilpah.  oseph brought back a bad report about them to their father.3Now Israel
loved  oseph more than all his other sons because he was the son of his old age. So he
had made him a long sleeved tunic.  When his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak to him in       .5 Then
 oseph dreamed a dream and told his brothers and they hated him even more.  He
said to them,  Please listen to this dream I dreamed.  There we were binding sheaves in
the middle of the  eld. All of a sudden, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold,
your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf. 8  Will you truly be a king
over us?  his brothers said to him.  Will you really rule over us? So they hated him even
more because of his dreams and because of his words. But then he dreamed another
dream and told it to his brothers, saying,  I have  ust dreamed another dream. Suddenly,
there was the sun and the moon and the eleven stars bowing down to me! 1 He told it
to his father as well as his brothers. Then his father rebuked him and said to him,  What s
this dream you dreamed? Will we really come your mother and I with your brothers 
to bow down to the ground to you? 11 So his brothers were  ealous of him, but his father
kept the speech in mind. Genesis 3 :1 11

 We know what happened later on 
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 Here was a home in turmoil, a home that was far from ideal, and far
from what the House of Biblical Israel should look like.Instead it is a
home that re ects the current condi on within the House of Biblical
Israel.

 This needs to change and Baruch YH H it will change.However
before this happens, some pain is coming our way.

 Whenever a house is outside the instruc ons of YH H, there are
problems. Most  mes those problems are scaled to the degree of
torah re ec on.

  ur focus today is the whole house of Israel, and the condi on
thereof:

                
  The sin of  udah   wri en with a pen of iron; With the point of a diamond
     engraved  n the tablet of their heart, And on the horns of your
altars,2While their children remember Their altars and their wooden
images By the green trees on the high hills.3  My mountain in the  eld, I
will give as plunder your wealth, all your treasures,    your high places of
sin within all your borders. And you, even yourself, Shall let go of your
heritage which I gave you; And I will cause you to serve your enemies In the
land which you do not know;  or you have kindled a  re in My anger      
shall burn forever. 5 Thus says the     :  Cursed   the man who trusts in
man And makes  esh his strength, Whose heart departs from the     .  or
he shall be like a shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes,
But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness,   a salt land      
  not inhabited.  Blessed   the man who trusts in the     , And whose
hope is the     .8  or he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which
spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But
its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor
will cease from yielding fruit.  eremiah 1 :1 8
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 3 Moreover He said to me,  Son of man, eat what you  nd; eat this scroll, and go,
speak to the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat
that scroll.3And He said to me,  Son of man, feed your belly, and  ll your stomach
with this scroll that I give you. So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in
sweetness. Then He said to me:  Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak
with My words to them. 5  or you    not sent to a people of unfamiliar speech
and of hard language,    to the house of Israel,  not to many people of
unfamiliar speech and of hard language, whose words you cannot understand.
Surely, had I sent you to them, they would have listened to you.  But the house of
Israel will not listen to you, because they will not listen to Me; for all the house of
Israel    impudent  strong forehead and hard hearted. 8Behold, I have made
your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong against their
foreheads.   ike adamant stone, harder than  int, I have made your forehead; do
not be afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they    a
rebellious house. 1 Moreover He said to me:  Son of man, receive into your
heart all My words that I speak to you, and hear with your ears. 11And go, get to
the cap ves, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them,
 Thus says the  ord G  ,  whether they hear, or whether they refuse. Ezekiel
3:1 11

                
 Now we are going to look at one of the greatest home coming stories of all  me:

  uke 15:11 32.

 What a wonderful feeling it is to come home to a house prepared especially for
you:

   o not let your heart be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in Me. 2 In My  ather s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you
that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and take you to Myself, so that where I am you may also be.  And
you know the way to where I am going. 5 Thomas said to Him,  Master, we don t
know where You are going. How can we know the way?        said to him,  I
am the way, the truth, and the life! No one comes to the  ather except through
Me.  ohn 1 :1  

 Truly there is no God like our God 
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Jewish Life 

 

The Huppah (Chuppah): What You Need to 
Know 

Learn the history and symbolism of the Jewish wedding canopy, and the various 
options for finding or making your own. 

The bridal canopy is a multifaceted symbol: It is a home, a garment and a bed covering. Its openness 
recalls the tent of the biblical Abraham, a paragon of hospitality, who kept his tents open on all sides so 
that visitors would know they were welcome. The tabernacle built in the desert to house the presence 
of God is described as a bridal canopy. According to Midrash, God created 10 splendid huppahs for the 
marriage of Adam and Eve. (The word is often pluralized, according to Hebrew style, as huppot or 
chuppot.) 

The huppah (also commonly spelled chuppah ) is a symbol of God’s presence at a wedding and in the 
home being established under the canopy. It was said the divine Name hovers above it, sanctifying the 
space below; after the ceremony, some rabbis invite couples to stand inside to recall — or anticipate — 
their own weddings. 

Huppah (Chuppah) History 

Starting in the 16th century, probably in Poland, a portable canopy held aloft by four poles came into 
use. In some European communities, the embroidered Torah ark coverings (parochet ) were used as the 
covering, but over time it became the custom to marry under a tallit (prayer shawl), which was 
frequently a gift from the bride’s family to the groom. The tzitzit (ritual fringes) on the prayer shawl 
hanging above the couple’s heads were a reminder of the mitzvot (commandments) they represent and 
regarded as a talisman against evil spirits. According to gematria, a numerical system in which every 
Hebrew letter has a number value, the 32 bunches of tzitzit correspond to the letters in the word lev, 
which means “heart.” 

Different Types of Huppahs (Chuppahs) 

The only rule about the construction of a huppah is that it be a temporary structure made by human 
hands.  ther than that, it’s yours to create. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/abraham/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-tabernacle/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/synagogue-layout/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/gematria/
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Most synagogues and some caterers own huppahs, which they loan to marrying couples; often, these 
are made to fit on a stationary frame. These kinds of huppah covers might be embroidered, quilted or 
woven and decorated with familiar Jewish icons such as Kiddush cups, Stars of David, scenes of 
Jerusalem and texts and images from the seven marriage blessings (sheva brachot). Heavenly bodies 
represent the hope for future generations as numerous as the stars in the heavens. 

The use of a large prayer shawl is still a popular choice and affirms a commitment to a shared Jewish life. 
Using a grandparent’s tallit or a family-heirloom lace tablecloth connects your past and your future and 
makes for a good story to share with your guests. Because any fabric can serve, huppahs can celebrate 
diverse family cultures with an Indian sari, Scottish tartan, lace mantilla, African textile, or Native 
American blanket. 

Making Your Own Huppah (Chuppah) 

Making your own huppah is a mitzvah; the gift of one is priceless. Huppahs have been created with 
batik, silk screen, embroidery and needlepoint, woven wool, a cat’s cradle of ribbons. An elaborate 
pieced-quilt huppah can become a family treasure, as can a linen cloth with children’s handprints 
stamped in fabric paint. 

When a huppah is handheld, it can be used in the processional, carried by four friends or relatives who 
also hold it aloft during the ceremony and represent the community that will support you in years to 
come. 

Huppah poles should be long enough to stand on the ground and can be made of any material; wooden 
dowels can be cut to length; bamboo is both lightweight and handsome. According to ancient custom, 
on the birth of a daughter parents would plant a cedar tree, on the birth of a son a cypress, in 
anticipation of harvesting their branches for a huppah. Poles can be carved, painted or wrapped in 
ribbons or flowers and greenery. The sky’s the limit on creativity:  ne couple fastened their huppah 
over brightly colored helium balloons. 

After the wedding, a huppah can become a wall hanging or a bedspread. Some couples loan theirs for 
weddings of family and friends, and some have raised their huppah for a baby-naming or brit 
milah ceremony. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-sheva-berakhot/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jewish-newborn-ceremonies-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-brit-milah-bris-ceremony/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-brit-milah-bris-ceremony/
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God 101 

About God in Judaism 
Before we can begin speaking about God, we need to speak about speaking 

about God. 

Before we can begin speaking about God, we need to speak about speaking about God. 
Traditionally, God is conceived of as a being that transcends this world; language, however, is of 
this world—a human construction that reflects the lives, thoughts, and biases of those who use 
it. How then can we write or say anything credible about the Divine? And if we cannot discuss 
and describe God, how can the Divine be a meaningful concept and presence in our lives? 

Jewish thinkers have been aware of this paradox for ages, and many different solutions to this 
problem have been proposed. Most of the solutions are similar in that they acknowledge the 
necessity of speaking about God, while at the same time recognizing that all statements and 
descriptions of God are limited—half-truths at best. 

Of course, the first step in speaking about anything is naming it. In the Bible and later Jewish 
sources God has numerous names. God’s proper name in the Bible is Yahweh, a name also 
referred to as the Tetragrammaton, because it is made up of four consonants: the Hebrew 
equivalents of YHVH. This name has also been variously transliterated outside of Jewish 
contexts as “ ehovah,” and in other renderings, but in  udaism it is traditionally not articulated. 
During prayer and communal Torah reading it is pronounced: Adonai, from the word Adon or 
Lord. Another common name for God in the Bible is El or Elohim. The Talmud has additional 
names for God including, HaKadosh Barukh Hu (The Holy One Blessed Be He), HaMakom (The 
Omnipresent), and the not-so-pithy Mi-she-amar ve-Hayah ha-Olam (The One Who Spoke And 
Thus Created The World). Traditional Jews refrain from using the actual scriptural names of God 
when not involved in religious activity; during casual conversation God is usually referred to 
as Hashem (literally, the Name). 
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In speaking about God, we would be remiss if we didn’t mention the monotheistic legacy of 
Judaism. However, while monotheism is one of  udaism’s most enduring teachings, the history 
of Jewish monotheism is not without ambiguity. Scholars debate the extent to which biblical 
religion was in fact monotheistic. The book of Exodus exhorts the Israelites to only worship the 
God who liberated them from Egypt, but it is never plainly stated that this is the only God that 
exists. The latter notion originates in Deuteronomy, which according to critical Bible scholars 
comes from a source written much later than the book of Exodus. Nonetheless, the prohibition 
against idolatry and against imaging God is a fundamental teaching of the Bible. While it is a 
necessity to discuss and describe God, to do so with too much zeal—to try to capture a physical 
representation of the divine—is considered idolatry. 

Must a Jew believe in God? It is certainly the case that God has always been central to 
normative Judaism. The medieval thinker Maimonides begins his legal masterpiece Mishneh 
Torah with the assertion that belief in God is the fundamental of all fundamentals. Jews are 
commanded to believe in God, and this is the commandment upon which all of Judaism 
depends. On the other hand, there are traditional sources—albeit few and far between—that 
minimize the role of God in Judaism. A rabbinic text, P   k   D’R v K     , interprets God’s 
lament in the book of Jeremiah that the  ews “have forsaken me and not kept my Torah,” to 
mean: if only they had forsaken me and kept my Torah. This source supports the claim that 
Judaism demands action—fulfilling the commandments of the Torah—but not belief (even this 
text, however, does not endorse atheism). That being said, there are, and always have been, 
Jewish atheists. Today there are 10,000 American Jews and 32 synagogues affiliated 
with Secular Humanistic Judaism, a non-theistic Jewish movement founded in 1963 by Sherwin 
Wine. Nonetheless, the major Jewish denominations are uncomfortable with the idea of a 
Judaism without God. 

 

Hebrew -  עִבְרִי 

 Word (s) of the Week 

Milk / חָלָב 

Pronounced: chah-LAHV 

Chalav shares a root with the related words chelev, "(meat) fat," 

and chelbon, "protein." 
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A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

C"Mpqemqwv"Rwpej 

While reading a newspaper, Moishe came across an article about a beautiful 
actress and model who married a boxer who was noted for his IQ. 

"I'll never understand," he said to his wife, "why the biggest shlimazels get the 
most attractive wives."  

His wife replied, "Why, thank you, dear." 

 

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a tax exempt 501 (C) 3 
non-profit. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal or Venmo 

Link. 
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