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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 7-13-24 CHUKKAT 

 
 

 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a 501 C-3 non-profit. To 
donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal or Venmo Link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 
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from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 
Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Rabbi Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso. If interested let me know 
and I will send him the information. Gabriel is a Rabbi affiliated with TOLMM as 
is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Torah Assembly. 
 
There is a Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email tolmm@etz-
chayim.org. 
 
Elder Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 

 
 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
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mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
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General News 
 
TO SEARCH FOR RABBI SILVER BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV 
MORDECAI SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE 
TWO NEW BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. TO 
SEE MORDECAI’S BOOKS, GO TO: HTTPS://WWW.ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG/SHOP-OUR-
STORE/PRINT-AND-KINDLE-BOOKS/ 
 
RABBI MORDECAI HAS A NEW BOOK AVAILABLE. IT IS A SPANISH TRANSLATION 
OF THE TORAH IS VALID: THE COVENANT OF ISRAEL. IT’S AVAILABLE ON 
AMAZON. 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK, HIS PERFECT GRACE, GO TO AMAZON.COM AS 
WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
 
RABBI PHILIP HAMMOND HAS VIDEO TEACHINGS ON YOU TUBE AT 
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@EMUNAHCENTER-CY9TQ 
 
WE HAVE 9 PRISON AFFILIATES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Mordecai Silver tolmm@etz-chayim.org 
 

MESSAGE FOR 7-13-2024 
CHUKAT-ORDINANCE OF 

 

Num. 19:1-22 
Judges 11:1-33 

John 4:6-14 

 
The Portion Chukat recounts an incident in the wilderness. There is no water, 
and the people complain bitterly. Yahweh tells Moses to order a rock to flow 
with water for the people. But Moses strikes the rock with his rod, and this 
displeases Yahweh, who says to Moses: Because you did not trust Me enough 
…therefore you shall not lead this community into the land that I have given 
them (20:12). 
 
Most of us are brought up with rewards for "being good" and punishments for 
the opposite. Growing older, we sooner or later come to feel a dissonance 
between reward and punishment. This week we reflect on a complex question, 
with more than one answer. 
 
Bamidbar-Numbers 20:1-13 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org


5 
 

1 The Children of Israel, the whole assembly, arrived at the Wilderness of Zin in 
the first month and the people settled in Kadesh. Miriam died there and she was 
buried there. 2 There was no water for the assembly, and they gathered against 
Moses and Aaron. 3 The people quarreled with Moses and spoke up saying, "If 
only we had perished as our brethren perished before Yahweh. 4 Why have you 
brought the congregation of Yahweh to this wilderness to die there, we and our 
animals? 5 And why did you have us ascend from Egypt to bring us to this evil 
place? -- not a place of seed, or fig, or grape, or pomegranate; and there is no 
water to drink!" 6 Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the congregation 
to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting and fell on their faces. The glory of 
Yahweh appeared to them. 7 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 8 "Take the staff 
and gather together the assembly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak to 
the rock before their eyes that it shall give its waters. You shall bring forth for 
them water from the rock and give drink to the assembly and to their animals." 
9 Moses took the staff from before Yahweh, as He had commanded him. 10 
Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation before the rock and he said to 
them, "Listen now, O rebels, shall we bring forth water for you from this rock?" 
11 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock with his staff twice; abundant 
water came forth and the assembly and their animals drank. 12 Yahweh said to 
Moses and to Aaron, "Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the 
eyes of the Children of Israel, therefore you will not bring this congregation to 
the Land that I have given them." 13 They are the waters of strife, where the 
Children of Israel contended with Yahweh, and He was sanctified through them. 
 

5553 [l;s, cela` {seh'-lah}  
•  1) crag, cliff, rock 1a) crag, cliff 1b) as stronghold of Jehovah, of security (fig.)  
 
4784 hr'm' marah {maw-raw'}  
•  1) to be contentious, be rebellious, be refractory, be disobedient towards, be 
rebellious against 1a) (Qal) to be disobedient, be rebellious 1a1) towards father 
1a2) towards God 1b) (Hiphil) to show rebelliousness, show disobedience, disobey  
 
This portion of Scripture tells us the story behind why Moses and Aaron were 
forbidden to enter the Promised Land. This story should stand as a warning for 
leaders as to their calling and the fact that they serve the people but first and 
foremost they serve God. They must be careful to do His will before the peoples. 
It seems apparent in this case that Moses and Aaron became angry with the 
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people over their constant complaining. But there is a more important point to 
keep in mind here. The Hebrew word that is used to describe the people is 
'marah' which means to be contentious, rebellious or disobedient towards one in 
a position of authority. In this case the people were not just complaining about 
Moses and Aaron they were indirectly complaining about God. 
 
I usually find it somewhat disconcerting when a Believer criticizes their spiritual 
leaders when in reality, they are criticizing God. But because they have a hidden 
fear that talking against God will somehow bring His wrath down on them instead, 
they attack the messenger. In this instance once again the Children of Israel were 
complaining about the situation that they found themselves in. This was not the 
first time, and it would not be the last but something different happened this time 
around. Moses did not follow Yahweh's instructions to the letter and instead 
became angry with the people because of their constant complaining and assisted 
by his brother Aaron he proceeded to do as God had instructed him to do but in a 
moment of anger finally brought about by the constant rebelliousness of the 
people, he struck the rock instead of speaking to it. 
 
The Hebrew word for rock in this passage of Scripture is 'selah.' One of its 
meanings is 'stronghold of Yahweh.' This is a very telling meaning here because in 
Scripture rock is used to describe the Messiah Yeshua. We can take this to mean 
that Moses was not just striking as rock to bring forth water to quench the thirst 
of the people he was striking the Messiah, much as the Romans did many 
centuries later, and through this action water was brought forth to quench the 
thirst of the people but this would only be a temporary fix to the situation.  
  
Judges-Shoftim 11:32-33 
32 Then Jephthah passed through to the children of Ammon to do battle against 
them, and Yahweh delivered them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from 
Aroer until you come to Minnith, twenty cities, until the Plain of Cheramim, a 
very great slaughter; and the children of Ammon were subdued before the 
Children of Israel. 
 
Where Moses brought forth water by striking the rock, Jepthah defeated the 
enemies of Israel, because the God of Israel was on his side. Moses was punished 
by God because he did not follow God's instructions to the letter and allowed the 
people to bring him down to their level even if but for a moment. Here we have 
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Jepthah being thrown out of his family because of his parentage but in the end, 
he is called back to defend his people against their enemies. How much more 
would it be true that Yeshua defends us even when we reject Him? Time and time 
again Moses interceded on behalf of the people but in a moment of weakness he 
paid the ultimate penalty by not being allowed to enter into the Promised Land. 
 
We do not have a Moses going before God on our behalf. We do not have a 
Jepthah going into battle for us against our enemies. What we do have is Yeshua 
HaMashiach, our Messiah, giving to us the living water like the water that flowed 
from the rock that Moses took his staff to. Where the Roman soldier pierced the 
side of our Messiah and water and blood flowed from His body so then are we 
refreshed to overflowing from His sacrifice. Moses brought forth water from the 
rock and we bring forth water from our Rock. 
 
Ammon is the world and Jepthah served the God of Israel. As Yeshua leads Israel 
so too did Jepthah. Jepthah overcame the enemies of Israel as Yeshua overcomes 
His enemies. Those of us who stand fast with Yeshua will receive the water of life 
that flows from our Messiah. Where the water fed the thirst of the people of 
Israel for a short time the water that flows from Yeshua will feed our thirst 
forever. 
 
Yochanan-John 4:6-14 
6 And there was a well of water that had belonged to Ya'akov and Yeshua came 
and sat upon the well, that He might rest himself from the fatigue of the road. 
(8) And His talmidim had entered the city to buy themselves food. (6b) And 
when Yeshua sat down it was about the sixth hour. (The Old Syriac puts verse 8 
in the midst of verse 6) 7 And a woman from Samaria came to draw water. And 
Yeshua said to her, Give me water to drink, 8 (see note above). 9 That Samaritan 
woman said to Him, How [is it] [that] you are a Judean, yet you ask me to drink, 
who am a Samaritan woman, for the Judeans have no social dealings with the 
Samaritans. 10 Yeshua answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God, 
and who this is who said to you, Give me to drink, you would ask him, and he 
would give you water of life. 11 That woman said to Him, My Adon (Lord), you 
have no bucket, and the well [is] deep. From where do you have water of life? 12 
Are you greater than our father Ya'akov, who gave us this well from which he 
and his sons and his flocks drank? 13 Yeshua answered and said to her, Every 
man who drinks from this water will thirst again, 14 but every man who drinks 
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from the water that I give him will not thirst forever; but that water that I give 
him will be in him a spring of water that will spring up unto eternal life. 
 
This passage of Scripture ties in beautifully with the previous two sections. In this 
passage of Scripture is the story of the woman at the well and her encounter with 
the Messiah of Israel. Notice that I say the Messiah of Israel and not just the 
Messiah of Judah or the Jewish people. The woman in this passage of Scripture 
was a Samaritan. The Samaritans were hated by the Jewish people because they 
were the descendants or mixed marriages that involved the House of Ephraim, 
the Northern Kingdom. The Jewish people would have nothing to do with the 
Samaritans because they felt that they were better than them. But in one fell 
swoop Yeshua does away with that prejudice by sharing an eternal truth with that 
woman. Once again using water as the device to teach the truth Yeshua reaches 
out to this Samaritan woman with His living water. 
 
Why the Samaritan woman you ask? Because she is part of Israel! In this passage 
of Scripture Yeshua is showing us that Ephraim is still His people and that they are 
part of Israel. Israel is not just Judah alone but Judah and Ephraim together. The 
Samaritans represent to us all the people that God is calling to Himself. The 
Samaritans were descended from the House of Ephraim and were in most cases 
of mixed parentage. But did this matter to Yeshua? No! He loved this woman as 
much as He did Judah. He knew that this woman was part of Israel, and He was 
going to reach out to her as He would reach out to Ephraim and offer her the 
living water the same as he offered the water to Israel in the desert. 
 
Are we not in our own wilderness experience from time to time in our own lives? 
Have we not rebelled against the God of Israel? Has He nrepented.us back when 
we have repented? Don't be like the Children of Israel in the days of Moses and 
rebel against your God and lose the promise of eternal life. Take your complaints 
and lay them at the feet of Yeshua. Let Him take your burdens upon Himself. He 
promises that He will do this for us if we but ask. Ask and receive the water of life 
that comes from Yeshua. 
 
We are not punished for our sins, but by them. 
 

 
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
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Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them.  

 
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  

 
 

Parashat Chukat: Summary 

Numbers 19:1-22:1 
God instructs Moses and Aaron regarding the red heifer; Miriam dies; Moses 

hits a rock to bring forth water rather than speaking to it; Aaron dies. 

God said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel and find a completely red cow on 
which there is no blemish and no yoke has ever come. You shall give it to Eleazar, the priest, 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Moses.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Aaron.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Numbers/Red_Heifer.shtml
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and he shall take it outside the camp and slaughter it. This cow shall then be made into an 
offering and those that participate in the sacrifice shall be unclean until the evening. 

‘Remember this everlasting statute,’ God continues. ‘One who touches the corpse of any 
human soul becomes unclean for seven days. If the corpse is in a tent, all that is within the tent 
is also unclean. There is a purification process involving water for people and their possessions. 
If one does not purify oneself after a state of uncleanliness, that soul shall be uprooted from 
Israel. Anything unclean must be made clean and pure before coming in contact with the holy 
Sanctuary.’ 

The entire community of Israel came into the wilderness of Tzin and settled down in 
Kadesh. Miriam died in Kadesh and was buried there. 

In Kadesh, there was no water for the community and the people assembled against Moses and 
Aaron. They said, ‘Why did you bring us here in the wilderness to die? Why did you take us from 
Egypt in order to bring us to this evil place? There are no figs or wine or pomegranates. There is 
not even water to drink.’ 

Moses and Aaron went to the Tent of Appointed Meeting and fell on their faces. The glory of 
God appeared to them. God said to Moses, ‘Take your rod and assemble the community. Then 
you and your brother Aaron speak to the rock before the people’s eyes. You shall then bring 
forth water from out of the rock for the people and their animals.’ 

Moses and Aaron then gathered the congregation before the rock and Moses said to them, 
‘Listen now, O rebels, shall we bring forth water for you from this rock?’ Then Moses raised his 
arm and struck the rock with his staff twice and abundant water came forth and the people and 
their animals drank. 

God said to Moses and Aaron. ‘Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me before the 
eyes of the sons of Israel, you shall not bring this community into the land the land I have given 
them.’ 

Moses sent messengers to the King of Edom. In his message, Moses explained the story of God 
bringing the Jews out of Egypt. Moses asked the King if the Israelites could pass through the 
land of Edom peacefully and promised not to eat or drink of their land. The King of Edom said 
no. Then Moses sent word that the Israelites could go by a different road and pay for the water. 
Again, the King of Edom said no. Thus Edom refused permit to the Israelites to pass there. 

They journeyed forth until they came to Mount Hor. God said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because 
Aaron defied My word at the waters of contention at Kadesh, Aaron shall not enter the Land 
that I have given to the children of Israel. Aaron and his son, Eleazar, shall be brought up to 
Mount Hor. There, Aaron shall be divested of his garments and his son dressed in his priestly 
garments. There, Aaron shall die.’ And it happened just as God commanded. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Miriam.shtml
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When Moshe and Eleazar descended from the Mount Hor, the entire community saw that 
Aaron was dead and the entire house of Israel wept for Aaron for 30 days. 

After the Canaanite king heard the Israelites were coming, he made war on them. But God 

delivered up the Canaanites for the Israelites and the community continued their journey. In 
order to bypass the land of Edom (because the King of Edom would not let them pass 
peacefully), they went on a long route by the Sea of Reeds. 

Along the way, the spirit of the people grew short and they complained again of insufficient 
food and water. God sent poisonous snakes against the people, biting many of them to death. 
The people came to Moses, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against God and against you. 
Pray that God may spare us from the snakes.’ Moses prayed for the people. 

God said to Moses, ‘Make a copper snake and place it on a pole and whoever has been bitten 
by a snake will look upon the copper snake and live.’ And it so happened. 

The Israelites continued to journey, and God gave them water from a well. 

The Israelites sent out a message to the King of the Emorites to try to pass peacefully through 
the land. The King decided to attack Israel instead. With God’s blessings, the Israelites won the 
battle and settled in the land of the Emorites. 

The Israelites ventured from there to the land of the Amorites asking to travel peacefully 
through that land. There was another war and another victory sanctioned by God. The Israelites 
took possession of the land before journeying on and camping in the wastelands of Moab on 
the other side of Jericho. 

Parashat Chukat Discussion Questions 
1. Why do you think the Israelites were not allowed to pass through the foreign lands, even 
though they asked to pass peacefully? What were the Edomites, Canaanites, Emorites and 
Amorites afraid of? Do you think people today are ever afraid of foreign people? Of the Jewish 
people? Why? 

2. Aaron died because of he ‘defied God’s word at the waters of contention.’ How did Aaron 
defy God’s word? Why did God impose a death penalty now but not earlier when Aaron 
allowed the people to build and worship the golden calf? What is the penalty when you defy 
God’s word? 

3. Aaron died on Mt. Hor, and the people mourn for thirty days. However, when Miriam died 
and was buried in Kadesh, there was no text describing a mourning period for her. Why would 
the mourning process be different for a woman and man? Is it different today? Why? 

4. All that comes in contact with the dead is considered unclean. If death is a part of the cycle of 
life, why is death considered unclean? Is this true today? After a funeral do you feel unclean? 
Why or why not? 
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Haftarah for Chukat 
A warrior, once shunned, regains his rightful place at the head of the battle. 

The Haftarah selection is from Judges 11:1-33. 
 

Haftarat Chukat tells the story of a man named Jephthah. His father was Gilead, a mighty 
warrior. His mother was a prostitute–and, for that reason, his half-brothers prevented him from 
claiming his inheritance and expelled him from their home. Jephthah flees, ending up in the 
land of Tob, where he falls in with some outlaws. 

Years later, Gilead’s tribe is attacked by Ammonites. Fearing for their lives, the men of the tribe 
who had once shunned him approach Jephthah and request that he lead them in battle. 

At first, Jephthah scoffs at them– “You hated me; you drove me out of my father’s house; now, 
when you’re in trouble, why do you come to me?” (11:7). But the elders plead with him, and so 
he consents. 

Jephthah sends a delegation to the king of Ammon to negotiate. But the king accuses Israel of 
stealing his land when they left Egypt. Jephthah then sends more messengers, and they insist 
that the land in question was captured from Sihon king of the Amorites in battle, with God’s 
assistance. They explain that their claim to the land is theological: “Do you not hold what 
Chemosh, your god, gives you to possess? So, we will hold on to everything that the Lord our 
God has given us to possess” (11:23). 

In explaining their claim to the land, Jephthah’s messengers relate some Israelite history taken 
directly from this week’s Torah portion. The messengers outline how the people tried to cross 
through Edom to the land of Israel, but Edom refused to grant them entry. When they tried the 
land of Moab, they had the same result. The next kingdom they tried was Heshbon. However, 
fearful that the Israelites wouldn’t merely pass through but would instead attempt to conquer 
the kingdom, Heshbon attacked the Israelites. Ultimately, with God’s help, the Israelites won. 

In addition to their theological claim, Jephthah’s men also present a logical argument: “Three 
hundred years Israel has been settled,” he remarks. “Why didn’t you try to take back [the land] 
all that time?” (11:26). 

But the king of Ammon does not retreat. So, Jephthah prepares for battle. He makes a vow: “If 
you deliver the children of Ammon into my hand, then whatever comes first through the doors 
of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the battle, shall be the Eternal’s, and I 
will offer it up for a burnt-offering” (11:30-31). 

The battle commences, and Jephthah wins. Here, the haftarah concludes. However, this 
chapter of Judges includes eight additional verses, which tell about Jephthah’s return from the 
war, and of the horrible fulfillment of his vow–for, when Jephthah returned home, the first 
“thing” to greet him was his daughter. 
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From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond. Ph.D. 
 

Rabbi Hammond can be contacted at – Philip@etz-chayim.org 
 

MIDRASH PART A 1-11 

 

                

 Midrash                                             

                                                   

                                                                  
                                                             
                                                         

                                                                        
                                                                       
                                                                                  
                                                                      

 So let us begin the journey of Midrash to be er understand our
Father, our Savor Yeshua HaMoshiach and the instruc ons thereof.

mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
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 Examining the scriptures is vital if we are to seek the fulness of
YH H.

 Problem  most view the scriptures through a Western World mindset
and perspec ve. The bible was wri en by those in an Ancient  ear
East culture and mindset very di erent.

 To search out the scriptures, we need a Hebraic mindset not a Greek
or Western World mindset.

                
 An appropriate  uote:

 If the Bible is going to be understood in our day, we must develop  Hebrew eyes 
and  Hebrew a tudes toward life (John Shelby Spong,                 ( ew
York: Seabury Press, 1 7 ), p.31.

                                                                            
                                                                                 
                           

 We see truths never witnessed before  no ma er how honorable our mo ves
and intense our desires.

 Most  hris ans understand the deity of Yeshua, but very few understand the
culture He grew up in.

 His heritage was Hebraic, and He kept all the Torah of God  In Him was found no
sin.
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  onsider the following:

 Yeshua kept the appointed Sabbath of YH H.

 Yeshua kept all the appointed feasts moedim of YH H.

 Yeshua only ever ate biblically kosher food.

 Yeshua read and taught the Hebrew Scriptures.

 Yeshua spoke Hebrew, wore Hebraic clothes, and followed Hebraic customs.

 The Apostolic Scriptures inform us that His Talmidim worshipped on the biblical
Sabbath [Saturday]. A ended the Synagogue, and kept all the Moedim
[Appointed  mes Feasts]

 Want to walk in the Footsteps of Messiah we need to consider these facts.

                
 As we progress through this series  we need to keep in mind Yeshua, and His
Talmidim were deeply embedded into their biblical ancestorial roots. They lived,
taught, and walked in their Hebraic culture.

 The wri ng of the  ew Testament sprung from this se ng. As you contemplate
this fact remember these words:

  For I   the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of
Jacob. Malachi 3:6 [ KJ ]

 17Every good gi  and every perfect gi  is from above, and comes down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no varia on or shadow of turning.
James 1:17 [ KJ ]

  Yeshua the Messiah is the same yesterday, today and forever.
Hebrews 13: [ JB]
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 Major Problem: The Apostle Paul is one of the most misunderstood persons in

history  crea ng untold confusion, and warped doctrines a stumbling block
for biblical midrash.  hris ans and Jews believe Paul [Rav Shaul] was an an  
Law Torah Jew. They became convinced he established a Gen le brand of
 hris anity, di erent from his ancient faith.

 Study Rav Shaul s wri ngs thru a biblical Hebraic lens, you learn otherwise

 The greatest misunderstanding of Rav Shaul s wri ng relates to his views
on Law Torah and Grace. For centuries, the church has taught  Jews saved
by Law   hris ans saved by grace and faith.

 Grace was understood as freedom from the Law.

 Judaism had the Law, and  hris anity had grace, and never the two shall meet
 wrong 

                         
 So let s have a look at this word Torah:

 Law Torah         Teach, instruct, guide, direct. Biblical Torah is teaching,
instruc ng, and guiding people how to walk with YH H.

 It does not mean a legalis c set of rules to follow in order to have salva on.

  onse uence:  hris anity became a Torahless religion, dri ing far away from the
Fathers instruc ons. Yet, the Apostolic Wri ngs explain Torah showing us how
to walk with God.

 The Master said:    ...Foolish people  So unwilling to put your trust in everything
the prophets spoke  Didn t the Messiah have to die like this before entering His
glory? Then, star ng with Moshe and all the prophets, He explained to them the
things that can be found throughout the Tanakh concerning Himself. Luke 2 :2  
27. [ JB]

 Without understanding the Tanakh and Torah, you cannot fully know Yeshua 
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 As we close of session 1, let us  uickly revise some of the important
points thus far:

 Midrash is important to understand our Father s Word.

 We need to view the scriptures thru a Hebraic lens.

 Yeshua walked in Torah.

 YH H never changes 

 Torah and Grace misunderstood.

  onse uences in not embracing Torah [our Father s instruc ons].

 In this series we hope to cover 

                        
 Is Yeshua God ...
 The Three Pi  ars of the Messianic Wa k
 The First Pi  ar of the Messianic Wa k
 The Second Pi  ar of the Messianic Wa k
 The Third Pi  ar of the Messianic Wa k
 The Sabbath Day 
 The Spread of La  essness in the Last Days 
 Torah: Under La or Under Grace 
 Gospe  s. Rabbinic and Tanach Sources 
 The Use of the Name of God in  udaism 
 The Oneness of God 
 Circumcision of the F esh or Spirit 
 Lashon Hara-The E i Tongue
 Who are the Chi dren of Israe  
 Who is God s Co enant  ith 
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Jewish Life 

 

What happened to the ten tribes and where are they 
today? 

Biblical archaeology has come a long way over the past century and a half. Discoveries 
in modern times have unearthed ancient cities, houses, temples, stone tablets, burial 
caves, coins, jewelry, clothing, weapons, and more, all testifying to what life really was 
like during the Biblical period. 

There are some explorers who are searching for the ten lost tribes of Israel, the majority 
of the Jewish Nation who were conquered, forcibly displaced, presumably assimilated 
into other nations and lost contact with the rest of world Jewry over the centuries. In 
recent years, there has been a renewed enthusiasm in this search among certain native 
peoples of Asia, Africa, and beyond who retain traditions, customs, and historical 
memories connected to the Jewish People. But first, some historical context. 

The 12 Tribes 

The founding father of the Jewish nation was Abraham. The family legacy of 
monotheism (later to be known as Judaism) was passed on to his son Isaac who 
passed it on to his son Jacob who was given an alternative name, Israel. Israel had 12 
sons; Reuben, Simon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, 
and Benjamin. During a global famine, the family migrated to Egypt where they 
significantly multiplied. The 12 sons of Israel developed into the 12 tribes of Israel, 
otherwise known as the Children of Israel, which is how the Bible most often refers to 
the Jewish People. (The tribe of Joseph actually became two tribes, descendants of his 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.) 

The 12 tribes eventually inherited 12 portions of territory within the Land of Israel and 
this remained so for centuries. About 3000 years ago, the 12 tribes were united into a 
unified political entity led by King David and was inherited by his son King Solomon. 
This unified Jewish monarchy lasted about 73 years and was called the Kingdom of 
Israel. 
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With the succession of Solomon’s son Rehoboam, only two of the tribes, Judah and 
Benjamin, located in the south of the country, remained loyal to the Davidic dynasty 
while the other 10 tribes came under the leadership of a tax collector from the tribe of 
Ephraim known as Jeroboam. The realm of Jeroboam retained the namesake, the 
Kingdom of Israel since it included most of the Israelite tribes, and the realm of 
Rehoboam was known as the Kingdom of Judah, since the tribe of Judah was much 
larger than Benjamin. 

Where Did They End Up? 

The Bible does give some clues as to destination points of their deportations from 
ancient Israel: “In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and exiled 
the Israelites to Assyria, and he repatriated them in Halah, and in Habor, the Gozan 
River, and the cities of Media” (Kings II 17:6). 

Clearly, the general area we’re talking about here refers to the Assyrian homeland in 
what is today northern Syria, northern Iraq and northwestern Iran, in other words 
modern day Kurdistan. Although the Biblical place names are contested, the reference 
to “the cities of Media” are commonly understood to be in the region of Hamadan, Iran. 
Although there are no traces of the lost tribes in that area, it could have been a starting 
point for a migration further to the east. 

Afghanistan and Pakistan 

The Pashtun tribes of Afghanistan and Pakistan who migrated to the area in ancient 
times from northwestern Iran, have long intrigued seekers of the ten lost tribes. On the 
surface, this is a group of 25 million people practicing a stringent form of Sunni Islam. 
Many members of the Pashtun are actually associated with the Taliban so it’s not 
exactly the first place you would expect to find lost Jewish tribes, but there’s more to it. 

The Pashtun do have historical memories of their ancestors originating in ancient Israel. 
Their tribal names very much resemble Israelite tribal names; Rubeni, Gadi, Ashuri, 
Efridi, Shinwari, Lewani, and Yousefzai. Many Pashtun people have a distinct Semitic 
appearance in contrast to other tribes of Afghanistan and Pakistan. They circumcise 
male babies on the eighth day, women light candles on Friday night, they practice 
levirate marriage, and even have cities of refuge as mandated by Biblical law. Unlike 
typical Muslim custom, the Pashtun move back and forth when they read the Koran in a 
similar manner to Jews who engage in prayer and Torah study. Many of the Pashtun 
also have sidelocks similar to Orthodox Jews. Interesting connections! 

India 

Within India, there are several groups who claim descent from the ten tribes including 
the Bene Israel, the Bene Ephraim, and Bene Menashe. The Book of Esther seems to 
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indicate that there were Jewish populations in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus: “It 
was written according to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews and to the satraps 
and the governors, and the princes of the provinces from India to Ethiopia” (Esther 8:9). 

All these groups practiced the most basic levels of Judaism, circumcision and Shabbat, 
without retaining much more knowledge of their Jewish roots. Between the 18th and 
20th centuries, these groups became increasingly in contact with world Jewry and 
started practicing Judaism to a greater extent. In the aftermath of Israeli independence, 
large chunks of these populations have immigrated to Israel, but many remain behind. 

Ethiopia 

The Beta Israel tribes of Ethiopia have long been theorized to be members of the ten 
lost tribes. According to one local tradition, they are descendants of the tribe of Dan 
who left ancient Israel prior to the exile. Another tradition places their origins in the 
union between King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba whose visit to Jerusalem was 
recorded in the Book of Kings. 

Interestingly enough, the Judaism practiced by Ethiopian Jews distorted certain Jewish 
customs like family purity.  Ethiopian Jews also were not familiar with the common 
Jewish custom of tefillin (phylacteries), which is practiced by men. This points to a 
Judaism that could have been taught by a Jewish woman following her conversion, 
someone like the Queen of Sheba. Reference to Jewish communities in northeast Africa 
is even recorded by the Prophet Isaiah: “And it shall come to pass that on that day, the 
Lord shall continue to apply His hand a second time to acquire the rest of His people, 
that will remain from Assyria and from Egypt and from Pathros and from Cush and from 
Elam and from Sumeria and from Hamath and from the islands of the sea” (Isaiah 
11:11). 

Pathros is understood to be southern Egypt and Cush is interpreted either as Sudan or 
Ethiopia. 

Conclusion 

There are in fact dozens of ethnic groups around the world who claim Israelite origins, 
some with stronger cases and others with less evidence. Highlighted above are just the 
most common cases. It’s interesting to note that today’s Jewish population of some 15 
million is not much more than it was 3000 years ago. As we uncover more and more 
ethnic groups with ties to ancient Israel, we are perhaps seeing a Jewish family reunion 
on a massive scale the likes of which were spoken by the prophets: 

“So says the Lord God: Behold I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 
Ephraim and the tribes of Israel his companions, and I will place them with him with 
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the stick of Judah, and I will make them into one stick, and they shall become one in 
My hand” (Ezekiel 37:19). 

 

 
God 101 

Re ationships 101 
God’s expectations of Jews, as portrayed in the Bible and rabbinic law, extend beyond the 
divine-human relationship to encompass many sorts of relationships between individual human 
beings as well. For several categories of long-term or permanent relationships, the Jewish 
tradition presents detailed guidance on how one ought to behave in various situations. 

Themes and Theology: 

In the Book of Genesis, God creates human beings in the divine image, a notion used there to 
explain why bloodshed is always a punishable offense.  Post-biblical Jewish thought derives 
from the same notion a broader conception of human dignity. The Biblical call to “love your 
fellow as yourself,” one prominent talmudic sage suggested, is the divine directive that 
underlies all others. Some modern Jewish thinkers have suggested that God’s presence in the 
world can be experienced in one’s relations with other human beings. 

Parents and Children: 

The fifth of the Ten Commandments mandates respect for parents, and obedience to parents is 
a common theme of biblical wisdom literature. Rabbinic law delineates particular 
responsibilities and prohibitions regarding how one treats one’s parents, and it establishes the 
limits to parental expectations as well. Parents’ responsibilities to children are also delineated 
in the Jewish legal/spiritual tradition, including requirements to provide a Jewish education and 
training for earning a living. 
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Spouses and Partners: 

Marriage is portrayed in the Bible as fulfilling emotional needs as well as practical ones, and in 
pre-modern Jewish societies, marriage was nearly universal. Jewish law regulates many aspects 
of the relationship between husbands and wives, not just in marriage and divorce but even 
regarding the frequency and timing of sexual contact. Laws of “family purity” prohibit physical 
intimacy during and after menstruation and re uire the woman’s immersion in a ritual 
bath (mikveh) before sexual contact is resumed. Today’s Jewish communities must respond to 
changes in society’s understanding of which couples may be considered permanent life 
partners and whether marriage is in fact to be preferred and encouraged to the degree that it 
has been in the past. 

Friendship: 

Classical sources distinguish between love that is dependent on some benefit derived and love 
independent of any such benefit. While even marriage is understood to belong to the first 
category, friendship can earn classification in the second category. Jewish sources offer 
advice on keeping friendships unpolluted by long-held grudges and subtle (or not-so-subtle) 
recriminations, by airing disputes in a productive manner. In the early hasidic tradition, 
friendship attained particular importance, as the followers of each rebbe provided mutual 
support in both the emotional and the practical realms. 

 

Hebrew -  י רִ בְ  עִ

 Word (s) of the Week 

Wolf / זְאֵב 

Pronounced: z'ev 

Zev is also a popular name in Israel; it derives from a biblical verse that 

describes Benjamin as a ravenous zev.  
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A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

A Little White Sin? 

Motty goes to the rabbi and says, "I committed a sin and I want to know what I 
can do to repent." 

"What was the sin?" the rabbi asked. 

"It happened just once," Motty assures him. "I didn't wash my hands and recite 
the blessing before eating bread." 

"Nu, if it really only happened once," the rabbi said, "that's not so terrible. 
Nonetheless, why did you neglect to wash your hands and recite the 
blessing?" 

"I felt awkward Rabbi," said Motty. "You see, I was in an un-kosher restaurant." 

The rabbi's eyebrows arch. "And why were you eating in an un-kosher 
restaurant?" 

"I had no choice," Motty said. "All the kosher restaurants were closed." 

"And why were all the kosher restaurants closed?" the rabbi asked. 

Motty replied, "It was Yom Kippur." 

 

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a tax exempt 501 (C) 3 
non-profit. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
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