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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 9-28-24 NITZAVIM-VAYELECH 

 
 

 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a 501 C-3 non-profit. To 
donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 

mailto:TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG
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from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 
Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Rabbi Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso. If interested let me know 
and I will send him the information. Gabriel is a Rabbi affiliated with TOLMM as 
is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Torah Assembly. 
 
There is a Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email tolmm@etz-
chayim.org. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 

 
 
General News 
 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/
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TO SEARCH FOR RABBI SILVER BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV 
MORDECAI SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE 
TWO NEW BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. TO 
SEE MORDECAI’S BOOKS, GO TO: HTTPS://WWW.ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG/SHOP-OUR-
STORE/PRINT-AND-KINDLE-BOOKS/ 
 
RABBI MORDECAI HAS A NEW BOOK AVAILABLE. IT IS A SPANISH TRANSLATION 
OF THE TORAH IS VALID: THE COVENANT OF ISRAEL. IT’S AVAILABLE ON 
AMAZON. 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK, HIS PERFECT GRACE, GO TO AMAZON.COM AS 
WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
 
RABBI PHILIP HAMMOND HAS VIDEO TEACHINGS ON YOU TUBE AT 
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@EMUNAHCENTER-CY9TQ 
 
WE HAVE 10 PRISON AFFILIATES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES AND OVER 
2,000 INMATES ON OUR MAILING LIST. ONE OF OUR PRISON GROUPS HAS 32 
MEMBERS. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
https://www.etz-chayim.org/shop-our-store/print-and-kindle-books/
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Mordecai Silver tolmm@etz-chayim.org 
 

MESSAGE FOR 9-28-24 
Nitzavim-You Are Standing /  

Vayelech-And He Went 
 

Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 / 31:1-30 
Isaiah 66:10-63:9 / 55:6-56:8 

Romans 10:6-10; Luke 4:16-30 / Romans 11:1-11 
 
Deuteronomy 29:9-14 You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord, your 
YHVH: the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers – all the men of 
Israel; your small children, your women, and your proselyte who is in the midst 
of your camp, from the hewer of your wood to the drawer of your water, For you 
to pass into the covenant of the Lord, your YHVH, and into His imprecation that 
the Lord, your YHVH, seals with you today. In order to establish you today as a 
people to Him and that He be a YHVH to you, as He spoke to you and as He swore 
to your forefathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and to Jacob. Not with you alone do I seal 
this covenant and this imprecation,  
but with whoever is here standing with us today before the Lord, our YHVH, and 
with whoever is not here with us today. 
 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
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Deuteronomy 30:6 The Lord, your YHVH, will circumcise your heart, and the 
heart of your offspring, to love the Lord, your YHVH, with all your heart and with 
all your soul, that you may live. 
 
Romans 2:28-29 On the contrary, the real Jew is not merely Jewish outwardly: 
true circumcision is external and physical. On the contrary, the real Jew is one 
inwardly; and true circumcision is of the heart, spiritual not literal; so that his 
praise comes not from other people but from YHVH.  
 
Isaiah 61:10 I will rejoice intensely with the Lord, my soul will exult with my 
YHVH, for He has dressed me in the raiment of salvation, in a robe of 
righteousness has He cloaked me, like a bridegroom who exalts himself with 
splendor, like a bride who bedecks herself with her jewelry. 
 
Luke 4:18-19 The Spirit of Adonai is upon me; therefore, he has anointed me to 
announce Good News to the poor; He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
imprisoned and renewed sight for the blind, to release those who have been 
crushed, to proclaim a year of the favor of Adonai. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:10-13 Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end of seven 
years at the time of the Sabbatical year, during the Succot festival, when all 
Israel comes to appear before the Lord, your YHVH, in the place that He will 
choose, you shall read this Torah before all Israel, in their ears, gather together 
the people – the men, the women, and the small children, and your stranger 
who is in your cities – so that they will hear and so that they will learn, and they 
shall fear the Lord, your YHVH, and be careful to perform all the words of this 
Torah. And their children who do not know – they shall hear, and they shall 
learn to fear the Lord, your YHVH… 
 
Deuteronomy 31:19 So now, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the 
Children of Israel, place it in their mouth, so that this song shall be for Me a 
witness against the Children of Israel. 
 
Isaiah 56:1-2 Thus said the Lord: Observe justice and perform righteousness, for 
My salvation is soon to come and My righteousness to be revealed. 
Praiseworthy is the man who does this and the person who grasps it tightly: 
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who guards the Sabbath against desecrating it and guards his hand against 
doing any evil. 
 
Isaiah 56:3-5 Let not the foreigner, who has joined himself to the Lord, speak, 
saying, ‘The Lord will utterly separate me from His people who observe My 
Sabbaths and choose what I desire, and grasp My covenant tightly: In My house 
and within My walls I ill give them a place of honor and renown, which is better 
than sons and daughters; eternal renown will I give them, which will never be 
terminated. 
 
Romans 7, 11 What follows is that Israel has not attained the goal for which she 
is striving. The ones chosen have obtained it, but the rest have been made 
stonelike. In that case, I say, isn’t it that they have stumbled with the result that 
they have permanently fallen away? Heaven forbid! Quite the contrary, it is by 
means of their stumbling that the deliverance has come to the Gentiles, in order 
to provoke them to jealousy. 
 
Romans 4:9-12 Now is this blessing for the circumcised only? Or is it also for the 
uncircumcised? For we say that Avraham’s trust was credited to his account as 
righteousness; but what state was he in when it was so credited – circumcision 
or uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision! In fact, he 
received circumcision as a sign, as a seal of the righteousness he had been 
credited with on the ground of the trust he had had while he was still 
uncircumcised. This happened so that he could be the father of every 
uncircumcised person who trusts and thus has righteousness credited to him, 
and at the same time be the father of every circumcised person who not only 
has had a b’rit-milah, but also follows in the footsteps of the trust which 
Avraham avinu had when he was still uncircumcised.  
 
To Stand before YHVH 
 
A chicken and a cow were walking down the street when they passed a billboard 
advertising the daily specials at a local restaurant. In bold type, the sign 
announced: TWO EGGS ANY STYLE ONLY $1.99. Beneath this line, in different-
colored letters, was the message: STEAK PLUS TWO SIDE DISHES - ONLY $10.95. 
 
Said the chicken to the cow: "Look at that - isn't that something? 
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There, in two simple lines, is our contribution to civilization. I provide the 
breakfast; you provide the dinner - what would humanity do without us?" 
 
Replied the cow: "For you, it's a contribution. For me, it's a total commitment." 
 

 
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them.  

 
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  
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Parashat Nitzavim: Summary 

Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 
Moses describes the Covenant between God and the Israelites, urging the 

Israelites to uphold the Covenant and honor the Torah so that they may be 
rewarded with life in the land of Israel. 

Moses continues his last speech before the Israelites. “You are standing before God in order to enter 
into the Covenant of God and take the oath that God makes with you, so that God may fulfill God’s 
promise to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It is not with you alone, but with those who are here 
and those who are not here that God makes this Covenant and oath.” 

Moses continues, “You remember how we dwelt in the land of Egypt as slaves and saw the Egyptians 
worshipping their idols. If any of you turns your heart away now from our God to serve these foreign 
gods, there could be among you a root that will someday ripen as a poison. God will not be willing to 
forgive those who know of this Covenant but follow their own selfish heart. God’s anger will rise against 
those people and God will blot out their name and set them apart as evil. 

“Future generations will see the devastation in the land and all the nations will ask, ‘why has God done 
this to this land?’ It shall then be said that the people forsook the Covenant of God that God established 
with them when God brought them out from the land of Egypt. They served other gods who did nothing 
for them. For this reason did God remove them from the land in great outrage. 

“There are secret things that belong only to God. The words of this Teaching, however, are revealed. 
This Teaching is ours and our children’s forever. 

“And it will come to pass when all these words, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, 
will come upon you and you will take it to heart. In the midst of all the nations to which God has exiled 
you, you and your children will return to your God and hearken to God’s voice with all your heart and 
with all your soul. Then God will turn back to seek out your exiles and have compassion upon you and 
will gather you together from among all the peoples to which God has scattered you. Then God will do 
good to you and multiply you even more than your fathers. 

“God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants to love God so that you may live. 
Then God will place all these curses upon your enemies and upon those who hate you. Meanwhile you 
will return to God’s commandments. Then good will be the work of your hands and good will be your 
livestock and the fruits in your field. For then you will be listening to the voice of God and following what 
is written in this Book of the Teaching.” 

“For this commandment that I command you today,” Moses insists, “is not beyond your understanding, 
nor is it far away. It is not in heaven, nor in the seas beyond your reach for the Word is very near to you. 
Carry it out with your mouth and with your heart. 

“See, I have set before you today life and good, and also death and evil, inasmuch as I command you 
today to love God, to walk in God’s ways and to keep God’s commandments, so that you may live and 
multiply. God will bless you in the land to which you are coming to take possession. But if your heart 
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shall turn in a manner that forsakes God and serve other gods, then I have announced to you this day 
that you will quickly perish, that you will not last long in the soil of this promised land. 

“I have called heaven and earth today as witnesses against you. I have set life and death before you, 
blessing and curse. Choose life, so that you and your descendants may live to love your God. Cling firmly 
to God, for that is your life and the length of your days, to dwell upon the soil that God swore to your 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

Parashat Nitzavim Discussion Questions 

1) What do you think are “the secret things that belong to God?” What are some questions that you 
would like God to answer about these secrets? What difference would the answer make to your life? 

2) In this portion it appears that Moses already knows that the people will stray away from God’s 
teachings and will be scattered among the peoples of the earth, but that the Israelites will return to 
the teachings of God. Why do you think that Moses predicts this rejection and then acceptance? Do 
you think this has happened? What phase, rejection, or acceptance, are the Jewish people in now? 

 

Haftarah for Nitzavim: Summary 

Isaiah 61:10-63:9 
Isaiah offers a hopeful anticipation of redemption. 

This Haftarah is read on the last Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah, as the seven weeks of consolation 
after Tisha B’Av come to a close. The text contains a palpable sense of anticipation, and Isaiah’s tone is 
both excited and hopeful. 

Isaiah begins by reminding the people that salvation is near, and that all of the nations will see it. He 
invokes imagery of weddings to symbolize triumph, and seedlings to symbolize growth. The nasty names 
that Israel has been called in the past– “Forsaken,” “Desolate”–will be replaced by terms of affection. 

Isaiah describes God’s commitment to the city of Jerusalem: “For the sake of Zion I will not be silent, for 
the sake of Jerusalem I will not be still” (62:1). He details the ways that God will strengthen Jerusalem by 
appointing watchmen to guard the city day and night. 

Then Isaiah describes God as a warrior who has returned victorious from battle but is covered in the 
blood of his enemies. The prophet reminds the people that when God needed to be defended there was 
no one to come to His aid, because the people had abandoned Him. Still, God defeated His enemies, 
even without His people at His side. 

At the end of the Haftarah, Isaiah reassures the people that God will always come to their rescue: “In His 
love and pity He Himself redeemed them, raised them and exalted them all the days of old” (63:9). 

Though the Haftarah doesn’t contain an explicit connection to the Torah portion, it does point towards a 
future redemption. As we prepare for Rosh Hashanah, this sentiment is timely and inspiring. 
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Parashat Vayeilech: Summary 

Deuteronomy 31:1-31:30 
Moses concludes his speech to the Israelites, blesses Joshua, and instructs the 
community to gather every seven years to read publicly from the Torah; God 

predicts the eventual straying of the Israelites. 

The Israelites are still gathered on the bank of the River Jordan listening to Moses. “I am 120 years old 
today,” Moses says. “God has told me that I shall not pass over into the Promised Land. Still, God will 
pass before you. God will destroy the nations so that you can take possession of the land. You shall deal 
with these nations as you have been instructed. Be steadfast and strong and do not fear these nations or 
be frightened of them, for God is going with you. God will not let go of you, nor will God forsake you.” 

Then Moses called Joshua and said to him before the eyes of all Israel, “Be steadfast and strong, for you 
are to go with this people to the land that God swore to their fathers to give to them. You shall have 
them take possession of it, to inherit it. God will be with you. God will not let go of you, nor will God 
forsake you. Fear nothing and do not be frightened.” 

Moses wrote down this Teaching and handed it over to all the elders and to the priests, the sons of Levi, 
who carried the Ark of the Covenant of God. Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end of seven 
years, on the Festival of Huts, when all Israel comes to see itself directly before the Presence of God, you 
shall read this Teaching in the presence of all Israel.” 

God then said to Moses, “Your day of death is approaching. Call Joshua and present yourselves in the 
Tent of Appointed Meeting so that I may give him his duty.” Moses went with Joshua and they 
presented themselves in the Tent of Appointed Meeting. And God appeared in the Tent in a pillar of 
cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood at the entrance of the Tent. 

Then God said to Moses, “You are now going to lie down beside your fathers, and then this people will 
rise and stray and will follow foreign deities and will become unfaithful and forsake Me and break My 
Covenant. At that time My anger will be stirred up against the people. I will forsake them. I will hide My 
face from them so that it will fall prey to destruction and many evils and troubles will come upon it. At 
that time, they will say, ‘Truly, because my God is not in my midst have these evils come upon me.’ 

“Now, write down this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouth so that this song 
may become a witness for Me against them. For I know the people’s frame of mind when I have brought 
them to this promised land.” 

Moses wrote down this song on that day and taught it to the Israelites. 

And God gave Joshua his duty and said, “Be steadfast and strong! For you are to bring the children of 
Israel to the land that I have sworn to them, and I will be with you.” 

Moses spoke in the ears of the entire assembly of Israel the words of this song until the end. 
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Parashat Vayeilech Discussion Questions: 

1) Early in this portion, Moses says that “God will not let go of you, nor will God forsake you.” Have you 
ever felt forsaken or abandoned by God? Looking back now at that same incident, can you see ways in 
which God really was present at that moment in your life? How? 

2) Moses tells Joshua, the new leader of the Jewish people, to fear nothing and to not be afraid. Are you 
afraid of anything? What? Why? In what way can God help you with your fears? 

3) At the end of this portion, Moses predicts that the children of Israel would become corrupt and 
worship other gods after he died. Did they? How? God says that when the children of Israel become 
corrupt and worship other gods that God will become angry and forsake the children of Israel. Do you 
think God really did become angry and forsake the Jewish people? How? If so, does this contradict God’s 
earlier statement that God will not forsake God’s people? 

Haftarah for Shabbat Shuvah 
The Haftarah selection comes from Hosea 14:2-10 and Micah 7:18-20. 

Ashkenazic communities add Joel 2:15-27. 

The first Shabbat of the Jewish year is called Shabbat Shuvah, which means the Sabbath of Return. Its 
name comes from the Haftarah which opens with the word “shuvah.” The Haftarah highlights themes of 
penitence and human reconciliation with God, appropriate for the week between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

Hosea calls on a sinning people to return to God by pronouncing humble words, instead of offering 
animal sacrifice (14:3): “Instead of bulls we will pay the offering of our lips.” He promises that God will 
respond lovingly and will no longer be angry with Israel. Hosea describes God as dew that will nourish, 
and Israel as a blossoming lily, a strong tree in Lebanon, an olive tree, and a cypress. In the closing words 
of the haftarah, we learn that everyone gets what they deserve (14:10): “For the paths of the Lord are 
smooth; the righteous can walk on them, while sinners stumble on them.” 

The selection from Micah is the text that is recited at Tashlich. This ceremony, in which we “cast our 
sins” into a body of water, is traditionally held on Rosh Hashanah, but it can actually be performed any 
time during the fall holiday season, up until Hoshanah Rabbah. The Micah text describes God as 
“forgiving iniquity and remitting transgression” (7:18), using language that is similar to some of the 
common refrains of the Yom Kippur liturgy. 

The text from Joel that Ashkenazi communities add at the end of the Haftarah also highlights some of 
the seasonal themes. It opens with a reference to the shofar and a fast (2:15): “Blow a horn in Zion, 
solemnize a fast, proclaim an assembly!” Joel describes an entire congregation–old and young, men and 
women–coming together to purify themselves and get closer to God. This imagery reminds us of the 
task that awaits us on Yom Kippur. 

The scene Joel describes has some very positive results. Seeing the people’s sincerity, God takes action. 
He drives out Israel’s enemies, ensures that the rain falls at the right time, secures ample food for all, 
and makes it known that He dwells in the midst of Israel. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/haftarah-for-shabbat-shuvah/10up-myjewishlearning.pantheonsite.io/article/tashlikh/
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Reading these words on the Shabbat before Yom Kippur offers an encouraging, hopeful message. 
Human beings can return to God wholeheartedly, and the results can be magnificent. 

 

 
From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond. Ph.D. 
 

Rabbi Hammond can be contacted at – Philip@etz-chayim.org 
 

WAY ABOVE MY PAY GRADE PART 2 
 

 

                        
 Exodus 6:2 8.
 The  ord of YH H is truly living. You read it, and it can transport you on an amazing
 ourney. This is what happened as I was reading this Parashah.

 2God spoke further to Moses and said to him,  I   YAH EH. To Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, I appeared as           . But I did not make my name Yahweh known to them.
Exodus 6:2 3  NJB 

  e see here a di erent rela onship being built between Moshe and the 3 men oned. I
wonder if Moshe allowed his mind to wander back to the burning bush moment?

 1Moses was looking a er the  ock of his father in law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led
it to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2The angel of
Yahweh appeared to him in a  ame blazing from the middle of a bush. Moses looked;
there was the bush blazing, but the bush was not being burnt up. 3Moses said,  I must go
across and see this strange sight, and why the bush is not being burnt up. 4 hen
Yahweh saw him going across to look, God called to him from the middle of the bush.
 Moses, Moses!  he said.  Here I am,  he answered. 5 Come no nearer,  he said.  Take o 
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 6I am the God of your
ancestors,  he said,  the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.  At this
Moses covered his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Exodus 3:1 6

 

mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
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  e witness on this occasion Yahweh introducing Himself as the Elohim of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Take o  your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground. 6I am the God of your ancestors,  he said,  the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Back to our text.

 2God spoke further to Moses and said to him,  I   YAH EH. To Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, I appeared as           . But I did not make my name Yahweh known
to them. Exodus 6:2 3  NJB 

 The term El Shaddai is an interes ng term  usually thought of as God Almighty.

 El The  mnipotent:  ne with unlimited authority.

 Shaddai   ne who is able to supply all your needs 1st used:

 1 hen Abram was ninety nine years old Yahweh appeared to him and said,  I am
El Shaddai. Live in my presence, be perfect, 2and I shall grant a covenant between
myself and you, and make you very numerous. Genesis 17:1

                        
  e witness Yahweh sta ng He will supply all requirements for the statements
made  A er all He is the El with all authority.

 Now what about this statement  I am Yahweh!!!

 I am persuaded it comes on the back of the mee ng with Mosheh back in Exodus
3. He was told:

 7Yahweh then said,  I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them
crying for help on account of their taskmasters. Yes, I am well aware of their su erings. 8And I
have come down to rescue them from the clutches of the Egyp ans and bring them up out of that
country, to a country rich and broad, to a country  owing with milk and honey, to the home of the
Canaanites, the Hi tes, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites. Exodus 3:7 8

 Mosheh had a task to lead all Israel up and out of Egypt a task so similar to the
task of our Saviour: Yeshua  HaMashiach. So our Father said to Mosheh  I
Yahweh. So where is                             
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 1Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their array. 2 n the seventh day God had
completed the work he had been doing. He rested on the seventh day a er all the work he had
been doing. 3God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day he rested a er
all his work of crea ng. 4Such was the story of heaven and earth as they were created. At the  me
when Yahweh God made earth and heaven 5there was as yet no wild bush on the earth nor had
any wild plant yet sprung up, for Yahweh God had not sent rain on the earth, nor was there any
man to  ll the soil. 6Instead, water  owed out of the ground and watered all the surface of the
soil. 7Yahweh God shaped man from the soil of the ground and blew the breath of life into his
nostrils, and man became a living being. Genesis 2:1 7

 Story  Towldah                                                                

                                                                                  

                                                                                       
      

                                                                            
                                                                           
               

                        
 None the less it is the connec on between the  rst use of Yahweh and the
statement given toMosheh that I  nd intriguing. It s all about family  those
created by Yahweh that He cares for.

 Young Adam was to care for a created world  failed  in fact it was the reason sin
entered into our present world:

 12 So then,  ust as sin came into the world through one man and death through
sin, in the same way death spread to all men because all sinned. 13For up un l
the      , sin was in the world; but sin does not count as sin when there is no
law. 14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam un l Moses, even over those who
had not sinned in a manner similar to the viola on of Adam, who is a pa ern of
the  ne to come.15But the gracious gi  is not like the transgression. For if many
died because of the transgression of one man, how much more did the grace of
God over ow to many through the gi  of one Man       the Messiah.
Romans 5:12 15

 Mosheh had a  ob to do  rescue the people of Israel from Egypt, a er Yahweh
heard their groanings  call for help .
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 Yahweh had to state toMosheh  I am Yahweh , because He went on to tell
Mosheh:

 6So say to the Israelites,  I am Yahweh. I shall free you from the forced labour of
the Egyp ans; I shall rescue you from their slavery and I shall redeem you with
outstretched arm and mighty acts of  udgement.  I shall take you as my people
and I shall be your God. And you will know that I am Yahweh your God, who have
freed you from the forced labour of the Egyp ans.  Then I shall lead you into the
country which I swore I would give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and shall give it
to you as your heritage, I, Yahweh.  Exodus 6:6 8.

 The I AM is the one who leads people out of Egypt, through His chosen servants  
but those chosen servants must know  ho He actually is.

 As someone well wrote  You can say: my God, but you cannot say my Yahweh,
because Yahweh is my God.

                        
 Looking at Yahweh we  nd other words or  tles a ached to His name:

 Yahweh Shammah: Yahweh is there  Ezekiel 48:35

 Yahweh Ra ah: Yahweh my Shepherd  Psalm 23:1

 Yahweh Rapha: Yahweh the healer  Exodus 15:26

 Yahweh Nissi: Yahweh my banner  Exodus 17:15

 Yahweh Shalom: Yahweh my peace  Judges 6:24

 Yahweh Yireh: Yahweh sees, provides, directs  Genesis 22:14

 Yahweh tzidqenu: Yahweh our righteousness, saving  us ce  Jeremiah 23:6

 Yahweh tzabaoth: Yahweh of hosts  mobilize, add to assembled body  Psalm 46:7

 Yahweh Elyon: Yahweh most high  Psalm 97:9

 Yahweh M qaddeshkem: Yahweh who sanc  es  Levi cus 20:8, 21:8

 All of these  tles point towards THE SHEPHERD. They are a ributes a shepherd must have.
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  e men oned one of the most read Psalms  Psalm 23. This beau ful Psalm has
many of these a ributes of Yahweh sown through it.

  erse 1  Yahweh Ra ah  Shepherd   Yahweh Yireh.  Supplies all our needs 

  erse 2  Yahweh Shalom.  S ll, quiet, peace, ful lled 

  erse 3  Yahweh Rapha  Healer   Yahweh Tzidqenu.   ur righteousness, saving
 us ce 

  erse 4  Yahweh Sham  Always there 

  erse 5  Yahweh Nissi  Banner   YahwehM qaddishkem  Sanc  es .

 Mosheh was to lead the people up and out of Egypt  He had to know that El
Shaddi was Yahweh  The Eternal  ne, Creator, Covenant Elohim. The Is  as  
and Is to come:

                        
 I am the Alpha and the  mega, says the Lord God, who is, who was, and who is to
come, the Almighty. Revela on 1:8

 Lord  urios  Supreme, wielding authority, owner, master   Ephesians6:9.

 Almighty Pantokrator  Power over everything and all. This word only occurs 10
 mes in the New Testament.  nce in 2 Corinthians 6:18. 9  mes in Revela on.
1:8  4:8  11:17  15:3  16:7  16:14  19:6  19:15  21:22.

 Fascina ng that the word ALMIGHTY is used 9  mes in Revela on  In Hebrew

the meaning of nine Tesha                                      
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 For us it is no di erent  we have to know who our Elohim is.  nderstand His
characteris cs.  nderstand He is the Alpha and  mega:

  No God was formed before Me, nor will be a er Me.I, I am Yahweh, and there is no
other Saviour but Me I am God, yes from eternity I AM Isaiah 43:10 13.

  nderstand that without Yahweh leading us, instruc ng us, forgiving us, providing for us,
healing us, shepherding us, herding us together, waving His  ag, loving us  showing
con nual grace and mercy  E have no hope.

 Let us be like Mosheh: 4 hen Yahweh saw him going across to look, God called to him
from the middle of the bush.  Moses, Moses!  he said.  Here I am, he answered.

 Like many we begin the  ourney by wandering over to the burning bush, something
a racts us  Then we answer here I am. Then if we con nue the  ourney we get to
 N  THE I AM.  e understand that our Elohim is in fact Yahweh  The Eternal  ho
has power over everything and all. The Alpha and the  mega.

 There is no God like our God Yahweh 
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Jewish Life 

 

The Baghdadi Jews of India 
Despite its name, this Jewish community is located in south Asia, not Iraq. 

The Persian Gulf port of Basra began to serve as a trading center of the British East India Company in 
1760, and it was from Basra–and Baghdad–that many Jews who played an important role in English 
commerce in the region gradually moved on to India. At first they settled in the west coast port of Surat. 
By the end of the 18th century, close to 100 Jews from Aleppo, Baghdad, and Basra made up the Arabic-
speaking Jewish merchant colony of Surat. 

 riginally, the term “Baghdadi” or “Iraqi,” as used in India, referred to Jews who came from the area 
between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, for centuries a center of Jewish learning and culture. However, 
the name soon came to include Jews from Syria and other parts of the Ottoman Empire, Aden, and 
Yemen, who were all Arabic-speaking, and even Jews from Persia and Afghanistan, who were not. 
Baghdadi Jews often referred to themselves as Sephardim, an allusion to their liturgical tradition rather 
than their geographic origins. 

As the British presidencies of Calcutta and Bombay developed, Surat’s importance as a port declined, 
and the Jewish merchants living there moved to these fast-growing commercial centers. Encouraged by 
the British, prominent Iraqi families prospered as merchants or as middlemen for the large cotton-, jute-
, and tobacco-processing plants. Some Baghdadi Jews also made fortunes in the opium trade. 

Bombay (Mumbai) 

The Baghdadi Jewish community in Bombay (Mumbai) dates back to about 1730. A century later, there 
were perhaps 20 to 30 families of Arabic-speaking Jews among the total Bombay Jewish population of 
2,246. 

In 1833, the man who was to found a great commercial dynasty and a merchant house known 
throughout the world arrived in Bombay. David Sassoon (1792-1864) was a scion of the family that had 
long held the position of chief treasurer to the governor of Baghdad, but whose political fortunes were 
waning. The economic empire the Sassoons eventually established (with centers in Bombay, Calcutta, 
Rangoon, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Singapore, and elsewhere), along with their wide-ranging charitable 
activities, earned them the title of “the Rothschilds of the East.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company


19 
 

In 1861, David Sassoon, an observant Jew, built the Magen David synagogue in the then-fashionable 
Bombay neighborhood of Byculla. The synagogue compound contained a hostel for travelers, a ritual 
bath, and a Talmud Torah (religious school). Word spread among Jews throughout the Ottoman Empire 
that employment was available in the firm of David Sassoon and Company in Bombay. To accommodate 
the new arrivals, Sassoon arranged food, housing, medical care, and education for their children. 

David Sassoon also contributed enormously to the development of the city of Bombay, financing 
numerous educational, medical, and social institutions that were open to all. When he died in 1864, 
the Times of India wrote, “Bombay has lost one of its most energetic, wealthy, public-spirited and 
benevolent citizens … in personal appearance, private character and public life most remarkable.” 

After David Sassoon’s death, his descendants became ma or forces behind the development of the 
textile industry in Bombay. With their help, the city grew, in the second half of the 19th century, into an 
important manufacturing center. The younger Sassoons carried on their father’s philanthropy in both 
the Jewish community and the country as a whole. 

Thus, it is understandable that the economic, social, educational, and religious history of the Baghdadi 
Jewish community of Bombay revolved around the Sassoon family. Some have argued that the 
benefactions and trusts established by the Sassoons obviated any motivation toward entrepreneurship 
and industry on the part of other Baghdadis. Everything was provided for them: if they could not earn a 
living in one of the firms, they could subsist on one of the doles. 

Calcutta 

The capital of British India until 1911, Calcutta became the second-largest center of Baghdadi Jewish 
settlement. Although most of the community consisted of Iraqis, particularly those who had arrived in 
the early 19th century fleeing the oppressive rule of Daud Pasha (1817-1831), Aleppo also contributed a 
number of leading members. 

By the end of the 19th century, the community numbered over 1,800, and some of its members had 
moved into the stock exchange and become major urban landowners. 

Initially, most of the Baghdadis lived in an area of Calcutta north and west of the trading center, and 
three synagogues were built in close proximity. The Neveh Shalom synagogue was completed in 1831, 
and when it was no longer large enough to accommodate the community, Beth El was erected in 1856. 
Finally, in 1884, Magen David, the largest synagogue in the East, was dedicated. 

Until the 1880s, all power relating to the religious, communal, and social affairs of the community was 
vested in the synagogue committees, which also acted as liaison between the Jewish community and the 
government of India. However, towards the end of the 19th century, internal rivalry led to the 
disintegration of the system. A number of new bodies developed, and eventually a Jewish Association 
was founded in 1945 to coordinate the various activities and groups. 

Social and Communal Life 

The merchant elite that dominated community life in both Bombay and Calcutta consisted of fewer than 
40 families out of a community that, at its height, numbered less than 5,000. The rest were 
shopkeepers, artisans, brokers, clerks, or factory workers. Some subsisted on the charity of the 
community trust funds. As a rule, Baghdadi Jews confined themselves to trade, finance, and industry; 
relatively few entered the professions. 
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Like the Bene Israel and Cochin Jews, the Baghdadi Jews in India did not have ordained rabbis of their 
own. They remained attached to the teaching and traditions of Baghdad, seeking guidance from that 
city’s hakhams (sages) on questions of ritual and law. After World War I, they tended to refer their 
questions to the Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Enqland. 

The Baghdadi Jews in Calcutta and Bombay maintained a very strong sense of community and 
perpetuated most of the Iraqi Jewish traditions they had brought with them. Rites for protection of the 
newborn, special circumcision services, binding betrothal before marriage, certain marriage and funeral 
custom–all followed the ways of Baghdad. Baghdadi families in India today still serve an Arab-influenced 
cuisine. 

Public Life and Political Attitudes 

Although most Baghdadi Jews had little interest in Indian politics, they were active in public affairs. In 
Calcutta members of the community were named as honorary magistrates. Leading Baghdadi Jews were 
invited to the viceroy’s levees and celebrations, some of which they helped to organize. They were 
appointed sheriffs of Calcutta and served as municipal councilors. 

In Bombay, the Jews played an even larger role. The government of Bombay offered David Sassoon 
many public appointments, but he accepted only the position of Justice of the Peace. His son, Albert-
Abdullah, was a member of the Bombay Legislative Council. In the 20th century, two Baghdadi Jews 
served as Head of the Bombay Municipal Corporation–i.e., as Mayor of Bombay. 

Racial separation between Indians and British, which was fostered by the colonial pattern, also affected 
the attitudes of the paler Baghdadis towards indigenous Indians. The Baghdadis wished to assimilate 
into British society and to be considered European, both socially and politically. Aside from religious 
observances, they quickly adopted an English lifestyle. The wealthier Baghdadis wore European clothes 
and became culturally westernized; poorer Baghdadis, especially women, continued to wear Arab dress. 

Although they learned Hindi to be able to communicate on a day-to-day basis with Indians, most 
Baghdadis did not acquire a good knowledge of Bengali or Marathi, the regional languages. Instead, they 
made the switch directly from Arabic to English. 

Baghdadis joined British clubs that excluded Indians, and their commercial establishments were 
affiliated with the British chambers of commerce. And yet, for all their efforts, they remained–like the 
Armenians—marginal members of the European community. 

The Baghdadis’ social concerns were reflected in their relations with other Indian Jewish communities. 
Initially, Baghdadi-Bene Israel relations had been positive, but the Baghdadis in Bombay, where the 
Bene Israel were concentrated, gradually drew away from the native-born community. 

Doubtful about the Jewish status and religious observance of the Bene Israel, they were also anxious to 
protect their status in European society in India. Thus, the issues of purity, caste, and color, which were 
so important in the Indian environment and had been intensified in the British colonial context, created 
tension between the Baghdadis and the Bene Israel. There was little intermarriage, and for a while 
Baghdadis would not count the Bene Israel in forming a minyan (prayer quorum) nor call them up to the 
Torah in the synagogue. 

By the mid-20th century, however, relations had improved. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Prayer_Music_and_Liturgy/Minyan.shtml
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Dispersal of the Baghdadi Community 

Indian independence was not welcomed by most Baghdadis. Having always aspired to assimilate among 
the Europeans in India, and having spurned identification with Indians, the Baghdadi Jews were not 
supportive of Indian nationalism. They doubted that they would be comfortable in the new India. 

After 1947, new economic regulations enacted by the Indian Government restricted imports and 
controlled foreign exchange, seriously hampering the business of many wealthy Baghdadis. Political 
changes in the Middle East in the late 1950s and early 1960s closed the markets of Iraq and Egypt to 
Baghdadi Jewish trade. 

With family, connections, and funds abroad, members of the upper classes were free to migrate to 
countries such as England, Canada, the United States, and Australia. Less affluent Baghdadis who had 
relatives abroad or who could find a source of livelihood in the West also departed, with a relatively 
small percentage going to Israel. As the community disintegrated–and, with it, Jewish marriage 
prospects for children–more left the country. Of what had once been a community of perhaps 5,000 
Baghdadis, barely 200 remained in the mid-1990s. 

Unlike the Bene Israel and Cochin Jews, the Indian Baghdadi Jews who immigrated to Israel did not tend 
to maintain their own communal identity. Instead, they merged with the much larger Jewish community 
that had come directly from Iraq. They settled all across the country: in the major cities, smaller towns 
and, in a few cases, on kibbutzim. 

However, there are small concentrations of Indian Baghdadis in the Kurdani neighborhood near Haifa, in 
Ramat Eliyahu, and in Ashdod. In these locales, some have maintained their Indian ties and identity and 
pray in synagogues attended by other Jews from India, rather than in those at the broader Iraqi 
community. Because their numbers in Israel are relatively small, however, Indian Baghdadi culture is 
more likely to be preserved in Golders Green in London, or in parts of Canada, Australia, and the United 
States, than in Israel. 

 

 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/israel/Contemporary_Life/Society_and_Religious_Issues/kibbutz.shtml
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Abram and God’s Mutual Faith 

As Abram and God demonstrate, Judaism understands faith as deep trust 
despite doubt, confusion, and suffering. 

At a ripe old age, Abram receives a message from God, telling him that he will yet produce an heir, and 
that the child will inherit not only Abram’s property, but also his father’s covenant with God. Surely 
God’s promise would strain the credulity of even the most devoted follower. Sarah had been barren 
throughout her life. Now, her body no longer surged with the monthly cycle of women–childbearing 
wasn’t even a possibility. And she herself testified that her husband was far too old to father children. 
Yet, despite biological reality, God tells Abram that he will have a child, and that his descendants will 
outnumber the stars in the sky! 

In response to God’s astounding promise, the Torah states simply that “because he put his trust in the 
Lord, he reckoned it to his credit.” In that one ambiguous sentence, the Torah contrasts the rich 
complexity of biblical faith and the flimsy superficiality of the contemporary notion of faith. 

A   ic n D finiti n  f “F ith” 

For most religious Americans, “faith” means belief in certain claims about the metaphysics of reality. 
Faith is perceived as a mental acceptance, a lack of doubt. Accordingly, true faith requires a willingness 
to refrain from too much thought, to ignore the difficult questions which life inevitably raises. And, as a 
result, when those questions do arise–as indeed they must–this faulty “faith” is often destroyed in its 
wake. 

How different is the biblical-rabbinic understanding of faith! Abram is portrayed as a man filled with 
tensions and doubt. In no way can he be said to enjoy peace of mind. Instead, our parsha reveals him 
worrying about his lack of heirs, about the state of his covenant with God, and his relations with his 
neighbors. In the midst of all those struggles, Abram has a discussion with God. And what emerges is a 
radically different kind of faith experience. Abram comes to understand that faith is not the passive 
acquiescence to an idea, nor does it require obediently stifling a doubt. 
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What is Jewish Faith Exactly? 

Faith is a willingness to trust, despite one’s doubts and through one’s tensions. Faith is trust. The most 
simple reading of our biblical verse is that God reckoned Abram’s trust to his merit. 

The medieval commentator, Rashi notes that God credited Abram’s trust to his tzedakah (righteousness) 
because Abram “did not ask God for a sign.” 

A more recent biblical work, the Torah Temimah (by Rabbi Barukh Epstein, 19th-20th century, Russia), 
understands our ambiguous sentence differently — that Abram trusted God and considered God’s 
promise as evidence of God’s righteousness.  e often take for granted that we live in a habitable 
universe–the sun rises and sets with predictable regularity, the earth produces material which in turn 
nourishes other living things, and human beings are able to produce and raise children to adulthood. 

While the world may be far from perfect, it is–nonetheless–regular, reliable and vital. Evidence of God’s 
promise is not hard to find.  ne way of understanding our verse, then, is to see in it God’s willingness to 
trust Abraham. 

Another way to read the verse is to recognize Abraham’s willingness to trust God. Both are far from 
predictable. Both represent little miracles. There is insight in both readings. Abram and God present 
faith as a willingness to trust, despite the reality of setbacks and suffering. Rather than some pale recital 
of a creed, Judaism insists on a rich trust, demonstrated not by spreading the word, but by living the 
deeds. 

Hebrew -  D ÔWÐ:ÔQ 

 Word (s) of the Week 

Honor, Respect /  כָּבוֹד 

Pronounced: kah-VODE 

To congratulate someone in Hebrew you can say kol hakavod, 

meaning "all the honor [goes to you]!" 
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A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

C"Oqvjgtu"Crrtqxcn 

A young Jewish man excitedly tells his mother he's fallen in love and that he is 
going to get married. He says, "Just for fun, Ma, I'm going to bring over three 
women and you try and guess which one I'm going to marry." 

The mother agrees. 

The next day, he brings three beautiful women into the house and sits them 
down on the couch and they chat for a while. He then says, "Okay, Ma, guess 
which one I'm going to marry." 

She immediately replies, "The one on the right." 

"That's amazing, Ma. You're right. How did you know? 

"I don't like her." 

 

 

Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is a tax exempt 501 (C) 3 non-profit. To donate 
go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
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